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The Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) faces the biggest crisis since its founding 50 

years ago. All five Micronesian states, nearly one-third of PIF members, are 

to leave the organisation in 2022 because their secretary-general candidate 

was not elected in early 2021. Reforms may help to avert “Micronexit,” but 

challenges still abound for the Pacific’s premier regional body.

 • Since 1971, the PIF has been at the heart of Pacific regionalism. Regional inte-

gration remains shallow, but the Forum has a number of achievements to show 

for itself.

 • China’s growing regional engagement has provided Pacific Island Countries 

with increased agency and international attention. Australia and New Zealand, 

the established regional powers, have devoted more resources to the region 

while the United States is also showing interest again.

 • The PIF’s 50th anniversary in August 2021 could be used to make the most of 

that growing interest by highlighting climate change- and COVID-19-related re-

gional challenges. Instead, the anniversary now threatens to be overshadowed 

by the spectre of Micronexit and a crisis of the University of the South Pacific, 

the region’s showcase cooperation project.

 • Micronesia’s grievances about South Pacific dominance need to be addressed. 

Possible institutional reforms include formalised rotation of the secretary-gen-

eral job among the Pacific subregions.

 • If PIF member states fail to rise to the occasion, the Forum’s credibility in the 

eyes of external partners will suffer and the Pacific’s voice and weight on global 

issues such as climate change and sustainable ocean governance will weaken.

Policy Implications
A PIF that speaks for the whole region is a valuable partner for the European 

Union. The EU has thus signalled its interest in a “united, inclusive and balanced” 

PIF. Other PIF dialogue and development partners should follow suit. In its 

planned Indo-Pacific strategy, the EU should give adequate attention to the PIF 

and the region it stands for. Intensified political and strategic dialogue between 

the EU and the Pacific region would be desirable. 
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Crisis and Opportunity

Like other regional organisations, the PIF has seen its share of crises. The most 

severe one, up until recently, occurred in 2009. At the time, Fiji’s membership 

was suspended after Prime Minister (PM) Josaia Voreqe “Frank” Bainimarama 

failed to restore democracy following the 2006 military coup there. The suspen-

sion marked a major departure from the non-intervention principle that had 

under pinned Pacific regionalism ever since 1971 (Fry 2019). Only after free elec-

tions were held in 2014 was Fiji allowed to return to the fold. And only in 2019, 

a full decade after the suspension of its membership, did Fiji start to participate 

again at the PM level in PIF summits. Upon his return to the Forum, Bainima-

rama offered to host the 2021 summit. He also wasted no time in late 2020 in 

inviting United States president-elect Joe Biden to attend the summit.

After four years of the Donald Trump administration walking away from 

the Paris Agreement and frustrating efforts to deal with the challenge of climate 

change, high-level US participation in the PIF summit would be more than wel-

come. It would provide Pacific Island Countries (PICs) with an opportunity to 

highlight the importance of the issue. It would also enable them to put more 

pressure on Australia to stop giving its coal industry precedence over combatting 

climate change. 

Any high-level US participation in the August 2021 PIF summit is, however, 

unlikely unless the PIF can overcome its most recent institutional crisis of Febru-

ary 2021. In view of the PIF’s golden anniversary, essential background informa-

tion on the regional organisation is first provided in the following – also taking 

note of its achievements and the recent renewal of geopolitical competition in the 

region. Then the PIF’s current crisis is elaborated on, with possible reforms that 

may help overcome it being highlighted. The policy implications for the European 

Union and beyond are offered in closing.

Pacific Regionalism: A Backgrounder

The PIF will celebrate this year the 50th anniversary of its founding in August 

1971. The establishment of what was then called the “South Pacific Forum” – the 

founding members were all located south of the equator – took place against the 

backdrop of late decolonisation in the region. Newly independent nations in both 

the South and the North Pacific, from Polynesia, Melanesia, and Micronesia (see 

Figure 1 below), joined the regional organisation in the following decades, also 

leading to the name change to “Pacific Islands Forum” in 1999. More recently, 

the PIF changed its policy of only accepting sovereign nations as full members. 

French overseas territories French Polynesia and New Caledonia thus joined in 

2016, bringing the PIF’s core membership to 18-strong and making it even more 

inclusive.

PIF member states are a diverse group, differing in development status and 

relations with regional powers. Apart from the region’s established powers Aus-

tralia and New Zealand, and also Papua New Guinea, all PIF members are micro-

states. They have small economies, but nevertheless call large maritime Exclusive 

Economic Zones (EEZs) their own. The population of the PICs ranges from 1,600 
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people in the case of Niue to close to nine million in that of PNG (see Table 1 be-

low). Fisheries, and in some cases tourism, loom large in the economies of many 

PICs. Only Melanesia is endowed with substantial non-marine natural resources. 

Collectively, the PICs constitute on a per capita basis the most aid-dependent 

region worldwide. The main development partners are Australia and NZ, with 

the People’s Republic of China, the EU, Japan, Taiwan, and the US also figur-

ing prominently as providers of aid. The EU as well as 15 individual countries, 

including France, the United Kingdom, and, since 2016, also Germany, are PIF 

dialogue partners.

As the most inclusive and best-resourced regional organisation, the PIF is at the 

heart of Pacific regionalism. But it is not the only regional body. A host of re-

gional agencies are linked to the PIF under the umbrella of the Council of Re-

gional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP). In addition, subregional groupings 

not formally connected to the PIF exist in Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia. 

Further cooperation and dialogue processes in the Pacific include those connect-

ing the PRC and Taiwan to their respective diplomatic partners in the region, 

making the Pacific one of the “most workshopped […] regions in the world” (Beck 

2020: 14). The Pacific’s complex “patchwork” regional architecture also includes 

the Pacific Community and the Pacific Islands Development Forum (PIDF). The 

latter was set up by Fiji in 2013 while suspended from the PIF. The 12-member 

PIDF exemplifies Fiji’s activist foreign policy under Bainimarama. While Fiji has 

managed to punch above its weight in international affairs in recent years (see 

Wyth and Stünkel 2021), the country’s regional-leadership ambitions have rankl-

ed other Pacific states – including its old rival Samoa. Fiji also tried to dislodge 

Australia and NZ from the PIF, but ultimately failed.

As with most regional organisations, the cooperation of PIF member states 

does not involve the pooling of sovereignty. Overall, the level of regional integra-

tion has remained low. A successful exception is the Nauru Agreement, which 

regulates fishing in the vast EEZs of the Pacific. The University of the South Pa-

cific (USP) is another showcase regional-cooperation project. Others, namely an 

airline and a shipping line, no longer operate as regional entities. Trade and capi-

Figure 1  
Cultural Areas of the 
Pacific

Source: CartoGIS 
Services, College of Asia 
and the Pacific, The 
Australian National 
University.
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tal flows among PICs are limited. Their main economic linkages are with Aus-

tralia, NZ, and for some time now also with the PRC. The Pacific Agreement on 

Closer Economic Relations (PACER) Plus, a trade pact promoted by Australia 

and NZ, does not include the regional heavyweights PNG and Fiji as they were 

not convinced about the benefits of membership. Other countries only signed up 

to the pact in exchange for Australian and NZ concessions on labour migration.

Member

(capital)

Land area 

km2

EEZ

km2

Population 

estimate

mid-2020

GDP 

USD million 

2019  

(world rank)

GDP per 

capita

USD

2019

 Australia (Canberra) 7,688,287 8,505,348 25,759,000 1,396,567 (13) 55,060

 Cook Islands (Avarua) 237 1,960,027 15,300 363 20,705

 Fiji (Suva) 18,333 1,282,978 895,000 5,496 (158) 6,176

 French Polynesia (Papeete) 3,521 5,030,000 278,900 6,100 21,968

 Kiribati (Tarawa) 811 3,441,810 118,700 195 (203) 1,655

 Marshall Islands (Majuro) 181 1,990,530 54,600 221 (202) 3,788

 Micronesia, Fed. States 

(Palikir)
701 2,996,419 105,500 402 (200) 3,568

 Nauru (Yaren District) 21 308,480 11,700 118 (204) 9,397

 New Caledonia (Nouméa) 18,576 1,740,000 273,000 10,174 36,335

 New Zealand (Wellington) 268,838 4,420,565 5,093,600 206,929 (52) 42,084

 Niue (Alofi) 259 316,584 1,600 n/a n/a

 Palau (Ngerulmud) 444 603,978 17,900 268 (201) 14,902

 Papua New Guinea 

(Port Moresby)
462,840 2,402,288 8,935,000 24,829 (107) 2,829

 Samoa (Apia) 2,934 127,950 198,700 852 (194) 4,324

 Solomon Islands (Honiara) 28,230 1,589,477 712,100 1,590 (185) 2,374

 Tonga (Nuku‘alofa) 749 659,558 99,800 512 (198) 4,903

 Tuvalu (Funafuti) 26 749,790 10,600 47 (205) 4,059

 Vanuatu (Port Vila) 12,281 663,251 294,700 934 (193) 3,115

On other issues also, Australia – the South Pacific’s “resident superpower” in 

terms of gross domestic product, defence spending, population, and development 

assistance (Wallis and Wesley 2016: 26) –, NZ as the other established regional 

power, and the PICs do not always sing from the same hymn sheet. Australia and 

NZ have had a huge impact on Pacific regionalism, but there has also been frus-

tration on the part of PICs about their dominance in regional affairs – especially 

in the 1990s and first decade of the new millennium when the two Australasian 

allies pushed a neoliberal agenda of economic adjustment and a geopolitically fo-

cused security policy on the region (Fry 2019). The strategic priorities and foreign 

policy outlooks of PIF member states clearly differ, with Australia and NZ some-

Table 1 
Selected Data on PIF 
Member States

Sources: own compi-
lation based on Pacific 
Community 2020; sta-
tistical offices Australia 
and NZ; World Bank; 
United Nations. 

Notes: Regional col-
our code: blue = Polyne-
sia; green = Melanesia; 
yellow = Micronesia. 
Data in italics refers to 
2018.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cook_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Polynesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Caledonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuvalu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
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times aiding, sometimes hindering a unified regional stance. Most prominently, 

the PICs differ from Australia in terms of climate policy. Perspectives on the PRC’s 

role in the region also diverge (Köllner 2020).

Diplomatic Achievements and Climate Policy Advocacy

Despite such challenges, the PIF matters in terms of both regional and global af-

fairs. In its 50-year history, PIF members (with or without Australia and NZ) have 

manifested important diplomatic and other achievements, for example with respect 

to:

 • establishing terms, often as part of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and 

Pacific States (ACP), with the EU on a host of trade and partnership agreements 

since 1975;

 • maritime governance, helping to develop the 1982 United Nations Convention 

on the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS), banning drift-net fishing, hindering Japan 

from dumping nuclear waste in the Pacific, and establishing fisheries agree-

ments with major powers;

 • nuclear tests in the South Pacific, with the 1985 Treaty of Rarotanga (South Pa-

cific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty) establishing a regional ban on nuclear weapons 

and their testing;

 • promoting decolonisation, reinstating New Caledonia (1986) and French Poly-

nesia (2013) to the UN’s decolonisation list;

 • security cooperation, most notably in the context of the Australia-led Regional 

Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (2003–2017); and,

 • establishing joint positions on climate change, most prominently in the run-up 

to the Paris Agreement (due to Australia and NZ’s diverging positions, the main 

coordinating body here was the Pacific Small Islands Developing States, PSIDS, 

grouping at the UN, with the PIF Secretariat providing support).

Importantly, Pacific regionalism is not only about intergovernmental cooperation 

but has also involved numerous civil-society and other bottom-up activities at the 

regional level, for example in the anti-nuclear movement of the 1970s and 1980s.

Given their vast maritime zones and the vulnerability of low-lying atolls in the 

Pacific, PICs have been particularly outspoken when it comes to ocean governance, 

climate change, and the related problem of rising sea levels. These issues have pro-

vided them with new platforms, ones used to emerge as a kind of global leader – 

both morally and more besides. They have used the PSIDS grouping at the UN to 

participate actively in international negotiations, to vote as a bloc, and to place 

candidates in selected international positions (Beck 2020). Especially with their 

prominent advocacy on climate change policies, PICs can appear to outsiders like 

a unified bloc – which, however, they are not, as the recent crisis underlines. But it 

is true that in terms of rallying effects, emotional commitment, and collective ac-

tion the issue of climate change has become for PICs what nuclear testing was a few 

decades earlier (Fry 2019).

Guided by the “Blue Pacific” narrative, which seeks to replace the image of 

small, isolated, and fragile states with the notion instead of “large ocean states,” 

PIF member states and their citizens have also been moving towards a regional, 

“pan-Oceanic” identity. The narrative emphasises that the states and societies of 
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the “new Oceania” share stewardship of the Pacific Ocean (Fry 2019). PICs have 

become more active and creative in asserting their agency, with the Blue Pacific 

concept emblematic of this new-found assertiveness (Morgan 2020).

Geopolitical Competition in the Pacific

The PRC’s increased regional engagement, alongside recent initiatives by Australia 

and NZ to balance this engagement by providing more aid and devoting more at-

tention and diplomatic resources to the region, have increased the options open to 

PICs (Fry 2019; Köllner 2020). The US reduced its presence in the region after the 

Cold War, closing aid and diplomatic offices and withdrawing Peace Corps volun-

teers. But given the perceived regional challenge from the PRC it has recently shown 

more interest in the PICs again. In May 2019, Trump met at the White House with 

his counterparts from the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), the Federated 

States of Micronesia (FSM), and from Palau, pledging increased support for them. 

Negotiations to renew these countries’ free association with the US commenced in 

August 2019 when Mike Pompeo paid an official visit to the FSM, a first for a US 

secretary of state. The momentum continued in 2020 too. The US secretary of de-

fense at the time, Mark Esper, visited Palau, and in July the “Boosting Long-term 

U.S. Engagement in the Pacific” (BLUE) Pacific Act was introduced in Congress. If 

passed it would increase annual US assistance to the Pacific region by USD 1 billion 

over a five-year period, effectively tripling current spending levels.

Foreign policy and security establishments in both Washington and Canberra 

view the Pacific islands (again) through the prism of global geopolitics. They under-

stand the PICs today as a subregion of the Indo-Pacific – an emerging geostrategic 

space and arena of PRC–US geostrategic competition (Morgan 2020). During the 

Cold War, Australia and NZ’s “strategic denial” approach aimed at preventing po-

tentially hostile powers from establishing a foothold in the South Pacific, with the 

two allies serving as “gatekeepers” on behalf of the West. In the 1970s and 1980s it 

targeted primarily the Soviet Union. The approach has been revived – not officially, 

but in practice – in recent times to respond to the PRC’s increased regional pres-

ence. It is, however, unclear whether “strategic denial” was successful in its own 

right during the Cold War. And it is even more questionable what it can achieve 

today. At best, it might prevent the PRC from setting up a military base in the re-

gion – should such plans even exist. It will, however, not dislodge the PRC from the 

region given the scale of its engagement and the interest of most PICs in productive 

relations with the East Asian country (Fry 2019; Morgan 2020). 

The PICs themselves have no interest in becoming pawns in some geostrategic 

game or, for that matter, in the militarisation of their home region. However, they 

do benefit from the increased attention and resources which the great powers and 

their allies and partners offer. As long as they are not forced to choose sides, the 

geostrategic dynamics at play in the wider region – including geo-economic initia-

tives like Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative – afford them greater agency.
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The PIF Facing a Twin Crisis …

Reaching the PIF’s 50th anniversary would normally be reason to celebrate. The 

occasion could also be used to highlight how the Pacific has been affected by two 

key challenges: the longer-term existential one of climate change and the short- to 

medium-term health and economic issues posed by COVID-19. French Polynesia 

and PNG aside, PICs have been able to avoid large-scale infection rates. However, 

they have needed testing kits, protective equipment, and vaccines. Big donors such 

as Australia, New Zealand, and the PRC responded to demand by adjusting their 

development-assistance flows and providing humanitarian supplies. The economic 

effects of the pandemic loom much larger. Given the substantial role that tourism 

plays in their economies, some PICs were especially hard hit by international-travel 

restrictions. Economic activity in the region is estimated to have contracted by more 

than 5 per cent in 2020, with per capita income falling by around 9 per cent – “set-

ting average living standards back by almost a decade” (Dayant 2021).

While individual PICs are struggling under the impact of the pandemic, the PIF 

recently encountered the biggest crisis since its founding. It erupted at a virtual 

leaders’ meeting in early February 2021, with the election of a new secretary general 

being the sole item on the agenda. The secretary general is the PIF’s most senior 

civil servant, managing a budget of close to EUR 70 million and, among other tasks, 

chairing the CROP and the specialist subcommittee on regionalism as well as serv-

ing as Pacific Ocean Commissioner. The outgoing office holder, Dame Meg Taylor, a 

former high-ranking World Bank official, has been credited with providing the PIF 

with new momentum and helping to make audible a distinct Pacific voice on both 

regional and global matters. Out of the five secretary-general candidates emerging 

in 2020, only two stood a real chance of succeeding her. The Micronesians had 

agreed on Ambassador Gerald Zackios, a representative of the RMI to the UN and 

a former foreign minister of his country. The other strong candidate, Henry Puna, 

had resigned as Cook Islands PM to run for the PIF secretary-general post (Sen 

2020).

The Micronesian states believed that it was their turn. Since 1998, the post 

had been held by someone from either Polynesia or Melanesia. [1] Even though 

the five Micronesian states are small even by Pacific standards, this does not make 

their candidates less eligible – provided they are qualified for the top PIF job. It is 

claimed that in 1978 a “gentlemen’s agreement” on taking turns among the subre-

gions was born (Fry 2021). The agreement helped to address Melanesian grievances 

at the time about Polynesian dominance of the Forum. Now it was Micronesian 

grievances about South Pacific dominance which came to the fore, especially as two 

earlier Micronesian candidates had not been elected in 2003 or 2014 respectively. 

Micronesian leaders warned of consequences if their candidate was overlooked. 

These warnings were either ignored, not taken seriously, or seen as extreme in the 

first place. In any case, in the leaders’ meeting of 3 February 2021 Puna received one 

vote more in the final tally than Zackios. There was speculation whether a physical 

meeting would have led to a more consensual outcome, but the result ultimately 

stood. The presidents of the FSM, Palau, and the RMI subsequently made good on 

their earlier promise: they announced their impending withdrawal from the PIF, to 

become effective in a year’s time thence. Kiribati and Nauru were assumed to be set 

to follow suit, though official confirmation was still lacking as of late March.

1 An exception was the 
period 2004–2008, when 
an Australian was in office. 
Australia and NZ custom-
arily leave the PIF top job 
to a Pacific Islander.
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While “Micronexit” was in the making, a second crisis engulfed the PIF too. 

With attention turned towards the contentious leaders’ summit, Fiji deported the 

vice-chancellor (VC) of the USP – whose main campus is located in Suva. Fiji ac-

cused VC Pal Ahluawalia of violating Fiji’s Immigration Act. More to the point, the 

USP vice-chancellor had been a thorn in the side of the ruling FijiFirst party, mak-

ing public the financial mismanagement of his predecessor who was close to the 

government in Suva (Howes and Sen 2021). The deportation turned USP’s govern-

ance problems, which had been brewing for some time, into a genuine regional 

crisis that also demands institutional reform. It showed that domestic issues matter 

more to the Fijian government than the reputation of regional institutions. More 

generally, the USP crisis underlines how brittle institutionalised Pacific regionalism 

is and how easily national impulses can trump regional achievements and aspira-

tions (Tukuitonga 2021). The irony is that, as the incoming chair of the PIF, Fiji 

will have to play a vital role in sorting out the twin crisis that now overshadows the 

Forum’s golden anniversary and the summit which it will host later this year. 

As Ratuva and Teaiwa (2021) note, the twin crisis facing the PIF raises ques-

tions about the resilience and sustainability of formal institutionalism in the region. 

If the PIF is not able to successfully overcome these parallel challenges, substan-

tial damage will be done to the Pacific’s premier regional organisation. Micronexit 

would reduce the PIF’s weight at the UN and in international negotiations. The PIF 

would no longer be able to speak for the entire Pacific, reducing its legitimacy as 

the region’s preeminent body. The organisation’s credibility in the eyes of external 

observers would decline, and so might the willingness of overseas partners to sup-

port regional activities. 

Trying to further their own interests, the great powers might be tempted to 

try to play remaining members off against one another. Certainly, the leverage of 

PICs vis-à-vis external partners would decline; bilateral relations might increase in 

importance meanwhile (Pryke 2021; Ratuva and Teaiwa 2021). The US’s interest 

in the PIF would diminish again, as the subregion closest to it would no longer be 

a part of that organisation. There might also be pressure on the two Micronesian 

states with diplomatic links to Beijing (Kiribati and the FSM) and the only remain-

ing South Pacific state with diplomatic links to Taipei (Tuvalu) to switch sides.

… and What Can Be Done About It?

How can the PIF ward off such a scenario? How can Micronesian member states be 

persuaded to rescind their withdrawal? For one, their grievances in face of South 

Pacific dominance would need to be properly addressed. A PIF statement apologis-

ing to the Micronesians for how things played out might be a good starting point. 

Concrete suggestions on how to move ahead include making a firm commitment 

that the next secretary general will come from Micronesia. Beyond that, informal 

norms and institutions – open to different interpretations such as the above-men-

tioned gentlemen’s agreement on rotation in leadership positions – would need to 

be replaced, or at least complemented by transparent formal procedures enabling 

greater reliability of expectations. A formalised rotation of fixed-term leadership po-

sitions among the Pacific’s subregions of Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia – 

similar to what exists in the case of the ACP – or, potentially, the introduction of 
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formal dispute-settlement mechanisms would also need to be implemented (Pryke 

2021; Ratuva and Teaiwa 2021).

The role of existing subregional groupings – the Melanesian Spearhead Group 

(MSG), the Micronesian Presidents’ Summit, and the Polynesian Leaders Group – 

could well increase as a consequence of the crisis (Tukuitonga 2021). They could be 

given caucus status within the PIF, and be used to vet and decide on qualified sec-

retary-general candidates. In addition to the existing MSG Secretariat there could 

be similar offices for the two other subregional groupings. Even prior to making 

such changes, the PIF might want to give sufficient room to Micronesian issues and 

concerns – with perhaps a special mandate in this regard for the current deputy sec-

retary general, who has lived in Micronesia for some time. In any case, Micronexit 

is not a foregone conclusion. Given the necessary political will exists on the part of 

PIF member states, it can still be avoided.

The USP crisis is perhaps an even thornier issue as it involves domestic politics 

and lacking respect for the rule of law. As long as Fiji treats the university as a na-

tional institution and issue, it cannot properly function as a regional organisation. 

Samoa’s recent offer to relocate the university’s main campus and headquarters 

to the Polynesian state may be a reminder to the Fijian government that other op-

tions are available than simply accepting interference in the USP’s governance. In 

any case, a decentralisation of the highly centralised Fiji-based university structure 

might be on the cards. It remains to be seen what impact such scenarios, coupled 

with the twin responsibility of serving as this year’s PIF chair and organising a suc-

cessful golden anniversary summit later in the year, will have on the Fijian govern-

ment. Clearly, the current USP crisis can only be resolved if Fiji works with the 

university’s council, composed of representatives of PIF member states, and not 

against it. If the crisis is allowed to fester it will also severely – if not fatally – dam-

age the university’s reputation as an employer able to attract talent from both the 

region and beyond. The USP, the “jewel of Pacific regionalism” (Howes and Sen 

2021) which has enabled an affordable tertiary education to so many Pacific Island-

ers, would no longer shine.

Policy Implications

A cohesive and comprehensive Pacific Islands Forum that can speak for the region 

on important issues, including global ones such as ocean governance and climate 

change, is a valuable partner for the EU. The latter has already communicated its 

interest in a “united, inclusive and balanced” PIF (EEAS 2021). Other PIF dialogue 

partners – such as Japan, the UK, and the US – should be encouraged to follow suit. 

To deepen engagement between the EU and PIF member states (and with other 

dialogue and development partners), high-level EU participation at the next PIF 

summit – for example by the Commissioner for International Partnerships – would 

be useful. Furthermore, the planned EU strategy for the Indo-Pacific should pay 

sufficient attention to working with the Pacific region and its premier regional or-

ganisation, the PIF. 

Closer engagement with the region should also entail intensified political and 

strategic dialogue. Whereas such dialogue with Australia and NZ on the region is 

important in its own right, it cannot replace relevant dialogue with the region itself. 
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Finally, the EU member states that have already issued Indo-Pacific strategies or 

policy papers (France, Germany, and the Netherlands) should make sure that their 

support for the Pacific region – in terms of development cooperation and beyond – 

aligns with the expressed ambitions. More concretely, the announced closure of the 

Pacific office of the Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) is a step 

in the wrong direction.
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