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The B.C. MINISTER 
of AGRICULTURE
Welcome to the 2012 B.C. Seafood Year in Review, 

a statistical summary of British Columbia’s seafood 

production and exports.

This was a busy year for the B.C. seafood industry, which 

employs thousands of people, has a combined wholesale 

value of $1.2 billion and is a very important part of our vibrant 

and diverse agrifoods sector.

In 2012, B.C. exported 166,000 tonnes of seafood with an export value of $870 million. Salmon 

products generated about half of the total wholesale value of B.C. seafood in 2012, even though 

the Fraser River sockeye fishery remained closed to preserve stocks.

Our herring fisheries had an outstanding year with a 22 per cent increase in the combined harvest 

of food and bait, spawn-on-kelp and roe herring. The shellfish harvest from capture fisheries and 

culture operations remained steady and contributed ten per cent of the total B.C. seafood harvest 

this year.

As part of our commitment to expand domestic and international markets for seafood, the Ministry 

of Agriculture showcased B.C. seafood products at expositions in Europe, Asia and North America. 

We also launched the Buy Local Program which matches funding for eligible participants to 

promote B.C. seafood and other agrifood products right here in the province.

We are committed to building a strong economy here in B.C. and having a viable and sustainable 

seafood sector is one of our biggest objectives. For the past three years, B.C. has set record 

seafood exports to China. We will continue to work with industry and other governments through 

our staff here in B.C. and at our trade offices around the world so that trade and Asian exports 

continue to grow.

To learn more about B.C.’s seafood sector, please visit the Ministry of Agriculture’s websites at  

www.bcseafood.ca and www.gov.bc.ca/agri.

Pat Pimm 
Minister of Agriculture

 } A MESSAGE from
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 }  British Columbia SEAFOOD PRODUCTION 2010 – 2012

1  The total wholesale value 
of wild salmon includes the 
value of offal, meal and oil 
which cannot be identified 
by species.

2  Pacific cultured salmon 
includes chinook, coho 
and sockeye.

3  The herring spawn on kelp 
harvest is not of whole 
herring, but the eggs 
which have adhered to 
blades of kelp after herring 
have spawned.

4  “Other” includes skate, 
flounder and the value of 
groundfish meal and oil 
which cannot be identified 
by species.

5  Includes octopus, 
squid and other 
unspecified shellfish.

6  “Other-Wild” includes marine 
plants, mackerel and other 
unspecified finfish.

7  “Other-Cultured” includes 
marine plants, freshwater 
trout, sablefish, sturgeon, 
tilapia, abalone, crayfish 
and sea cucumbers.

E ESTIMATES -  Volume and value estimates are derived from information available to May 2013 that has been adjusted to account for missing data.
P PRELIMINARY -  Volume and values are revised from the previously published estimates but are not yet final.

HARVEST (‘000 Tonnes) LANDED VALUE ($ Millions) WHOLESALE VALUE ($ Millions)

2010P 2011P 2012E % change 
11/12 2010P 2011P 2012E % change 

11/12 2010P 2011P 2012E % change 
11/12

SA
LM

ON

Chinook 1.2 1.5 0.9 -40.0 9.6 11 7.8 -29.1 18.5 20.2 15.9 -21.3
Chum 0.5 5.8 4.1 -29.3 0.9 10.7 5.3 -50.5 9.7 30.1 35.1 16.6
Coho 0.6 1.1 0.7 -36.4 2.6 4.9 3.1 -36.7 20.5 22.3 20.9 -6.3
Pink 1.3 9.1 1.2 -86.8 0.7 8.7 1.0 -88.5 16.8 36.8 11.3 -69.3
Sockeye 20.0 3.1 2.1 -32.3 56.8 12.7 9.0 -29.1 174.4 98.4 62.7 -36.3
Wild Salmon 1 23.6 20.6 9.0 -56.3 70.6 48.0 26.2 -45.4 240.9 208.3 146.2 -29.8
Atlantic 74.5 79.4 68.9 -13.2 470.3 408.9 324.8 -20.6 502.8 440.9 386.0 -12.5
Pacific 2 4.2 3.8 4.8 26.3 29.4 26.7 20.0 -25.1 47.6 47.9 46.9 -2.1
Cultured Salmon 78.7 83.2 73.7 -11.4 499.7 435.6 344.8 -20.8 550.4 488.8 432.9 -11.4
SALMON 102.3 103.8 82.7 -20.3 570.3 483.6 371.0 -23.3 791.3 697.1 579.1 -16.9

HE
RR

IN
G Spawn on Kelp 3 0.11 0.10 0.08 -20.0 0.8 1.0 1.3 30.0 1.1 1.3 1.6 23.1

Roe Herring 9.3 6.6 8.6 30.3 10.6 2.2 5.6 154.5 38.7 25.8 32.5 26.0
Food and Bait 0.8 4.1 4.5 9.8 0.5 1.3 1.2 -7.7 3.2 3.1 4.2 35.5
HERRING 10.2 10.8 13.2 22.0 11.9 4.5 8.1 80.0 43.0 30.2 38.3 26.8

GR
OU

ND
FI

SH

Arrowtooth Flounder 3.4 5.0 5.2 4.0 1.5 2.0 2.0 0.0 2.5 4.3 5.0 16.3
Dogfish 1.9 1.0 0.9 -10.0 1.0 0.5 0.5 0.0 3.9 2.1 2.0 -4.8
Hake 55.6 55.4 47.7 -13.9 16.9 16.5 16.0 -3.0 52.2 62.2 53.5 -14.0
Halibut 4.1 4.1 3.7 -9.8 37.5 45.6 40.9 -10.3 121.9 130.7 99.8 -23.6
Lingcod 1.6 1.7 1.5 -11.8 3.7 4.0 4.0 0.0 8.3 8.3 9.5 14.5
Pacific Cod 2.0 1.9 1.3 -31.6 2.5 3.0 2.5 -16.7 3.8 5.1 4.0 -21.6
Pollock 3.7 4.0 5.1 27.5 1.2 2.0 2.0 0.0 3.7 6.1 5.5 -9.8
Rockfish 17.9 18.0 16.6 -7.8 20.0 26.0 20.5 -21.2 36.0 45.4 37.0 -18.5
Sablefish 2.4 2.2 2.3 4.5 22.5 27.2 25.3 -7.0 26.0 34.1 29.0 -15.0
Soles 3.9 5.0 4.9 -2.0 3.5 5.0 5.0 0.0 8.9 13.1 12.5 -4.6
Other  4 1.1 1.4 1.0 -28.6 1.2 1.8 1.5 -16.7 14.4 16.7 19.1 14.4
GROUNDFISH 97.6 99.7 90.2 -9.5 111.5 133.6 120.2 -10.0 281.6 328.1 276.9 -15.6

SH
EL

LF
IS

H

Clams 1.5 1.3 1.4 7.7 8.1 7 7 0.0 10.3 10.4 9.2 -11.5
Oysters 7.6 7.3 7.4 1.4 9 9.1 10.6 16.5 14.5 14 17.2 22.9
Scallops & Other 1.0 0.5 0.8 60.0 4.9 3.2 4.4 37.5 5.1 6.8 5.1 -25.0
Cultured Shellfish 10.1 9.1 9.6 5.5 22.0 19.3 22.0 14.0 29.9 31.2 31.5 1.0
Clams 0.9 0.7 0.6 -14.3 2.0 1.6 1.4 -12.5 3.9 3.3 2.8 -15.2
Crabs 5.2 3.4 3.5 2.9 36.8 31.2 32.6 4.5 76.1 55.7 50.5 -9.3
Geoducks 1.6 1.6 1.5 -6.3 40.9 41.3 46.6 12.8 51.8 46.6 51.9 11.4
Scallops 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0
Sea Cucumbers 1.5 1.7 1.7 0.0 4.4 6.8 5.8 -14.7 6.4 10.8 8.4 -22.2
Sea Urchins: Red 2.2 2.5 3.0 20.0 2.8 3.1 4.0 29.0 8.2 9.0 10.6 17.8
Sea Urchins: Green 0.1 0.06 0.1 83.3 0.4 0.2 0.4 100.0 0.8 0.7 1.2 71.4
Shrimp 0.5 0.6 0.7 16.7 1.8 2.0 2.0 0.0 4.3 4.4 5.0 13.6
Prawns 2.2 2.8 1.8 -35.7 22.9 40.5 29.3 -27.7 37.9 69.5 50.3 -27.6
Other 5 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.5 0.4 0.5 25.0 3.0 2.9 3.0 3.4
Wild Shellfish 14.5 13.6 13.1 -3.3 112.6 127.2 122.7 -3.5 192.6 203.1 183.9 -9.5
SHELLFISH 24.6 22.7 22.7 0.2 134.6 146.5 144.7 -1.2 222.5 234.3 215.4 -8.1

OT
HE

R

Tuna 6.5 5.4 2.5 -53.7 22.7 28.7 11.3 -60.6 47.7 48.2 36.3 -24.7
Sardines 22.2 20.7 19.2 -7.2 3.9 3.7 3.4 -8.1 23 20.1 17.8 -11.4
Other-Wild 6 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.0 1.5 1.5 1.5 0.0 3.8 7.1 3.3 -53.5
Other-Cultured 7 2.8 1.2 0.9 -25.0 16.9 10.5 8.3 -21.0 18.7 15.1 9.2 -39.1
OTHER 31.8 27.6 22.9 -17.0 45.0 44.4 24.5 -44.8 93.2 90.5 66.6 -26.4

GRAND TOTAL B.C. 266.5 264.6 231.7 -12.4 873.3 812.6 668.5 -17.7 1,431.6 1,380.2 1,176.3 -14.8
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British Columbia’s agrifoods sector 
includes primary production in 
agriculture, aquaculture and 
commercial fisheries, and processing 
of food & beverages. In 2012, 
the sector generated $11.7 billion 
in combined gross revenues and 
exported $2.5 billion worth of 
products to more than 130 countries.

This document focuses on the B.C. seafood 

sector. The provincial agriculture and food and 

beverage processing sectors are profiled in the 

B.C. Agrifood Industry Year in Review.

More than 100 species of commercial fish, 

shellfish and marine plants were produced from 

British Columbia’s oceans and fresh waters in 

2012. Provincial production totaled 231,700 

tonnes with a landed value of $668.5 million. 

Commercial capture fisheries harvested 147,500 
tonnes worth $293.4 million to the fishers, while 
aquaculture operations produced 84,200 tonnes 
with a farm-gate value of $375.1 million.

British Columbia produced a range of 427 
seafood commodities with a combined 
wholesale value of $1.18 billion. In 2012, 166,000 
tonnes of processed B.C. seafood was shipped 
to 62 export markets with a total value of 
$870 million.

HARVEST:
The round (whole) weight of the fish harvested from 
British Columbia capture fisheries and aquaculture operations. 
One tonne equals 2,204.6 pounds.

LANDED VALUE:
The price paid to the commercial fishers and/or aquaculturist for 
the whole fish. In aquaculture this can also be referred to as farm-
gate value.

WHOLESALE VALUE:
The value of the fish post-processing. All of the British Columbia 
harvest is included in the wholesale value as well as any fish 
imported from outside British Columbia that has undergone 
significant processing within the province.

 } 2012 HIGHLIGHTS

 } BRITISH COLUMBIA SEAFOOD PRODUCTION 2003 – 2012
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 } INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE

HARVEST (‘000 Tonnes) LANDED VALUE ($ Millions) WHOLESALE VALUE ($ Millions)

2010 P 2011 P 2012 E % change 
11/12 2010 P 2011 P 2012 E % change 

11/12 2010 P 2011 P 2012 E % change 
11/12

COMMERCIAL CAPTURE 174.9 171.1 147.5 -13.8 334.7 347.2 293.4 -15.5 832.6 845.1 702.7 -16.9

CULTURED 91.6 93.5 84.2 -9.9 538.6 465.4 375.1 -19.4 599.0 535.1 473.6 -11.5

GRAND TOTAL B.C. 266.5 264.6 231.7 -12.4 873.3 812.6 668.5 -17.7 1,431.6 1,380.2 1,176.3 -14.8

 } HARVEST
In 2012, British Columbia’s seafood production of 231,700 tonnes was 
down 12 per cent from the previous year. Significant decreases in harvests 
occurred in several species due to changes in harvest allocations and 
limits. The provincial salmon harvest experienced a 20 per cent decline 
to 82,700 tonnes; wild and cultured salmon production dropped 56 and 
11 per cent, respectively. The combined “other species” fisheries harvest 
(primarily sardines and tuna) of 22,900 tonnes was down 17 per cent, 
while the groundfish harvest, at 90,200 tonnes, fell 10 per cent, and 
the wild shellfish harvest of 13,100 tonnes was down three per cent 
from 2011 levels. Species groups showing harvest increases in 2012 
were herring up 22 per cent to 13,200 tonnes and cultured shellfish 
up six per cent to 19,600 tonnes.

 } LANDED VALUE
British Columbia’s capture and culture operations combined to generate 
$668.5 million in landed value in 2012, an 18 per cent decrease from 
2011. Notable decreases occurred in the total landed values for wild 
salmon (down 45 per cent to $26.2 million), the “other species” category 
(also down 45 per cent to $24.5 million), and cultured salmon (down 
21 per cent to $344.8 million). The two species groups that showed the 
largest increases in landed value in 2012 were herring (up 80 per cent 
to$8.1 million) and cultured shellfish (up 14 per cent to $22 million).

 } WHOLESALE VALUE
The total wholesale value of British Columbia seafood products dropped 
15 per cent to $1.18 billion. As with landed values, the wild salmon 
sector showed the greatest decline - down 30 per cent to $146.2 million. 
Significant changes occurred with the “other species” category (down 
26 per cent to $66.6 million), groundfish (down 16 per cent to $276.9), 
and cultured salmon (down 11 per cent to $432.9 million). Both herring 
at $38.3 million, and cultured shellfish at $31.5 million, recorded increases 
in wholesale values of 27 per cent and one per cent, respectively.

British Columbia Commercial Capture (Wild) & Cultured Seafood Production 2010 – 2012
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Salmon products generated about half of the total 
wholesale value of B.C. seafood.

 } HARVEST
British Columbia’s salmon production, at 82,700 tonnes in 2012, decreased 
by 20 per cent over 2011 and accounted for 36 per cent of all seafood 
production in the province. Cultured salmon production, at 73,700 tonnes, 
made up 89 per cent of B.C.’s total salmon harvest while the capture 
fisheries harvest of 9,000 tonnes made up the remaining 11 per cent. 
Cultured Atlantic salmon contributed 30 per cent of the provincial 
seafood harvest and 83 per cent of the total salmon harvest. Declines 
were seen in all capture salmon fisheries as well as in the cultured Atlantic 
harvests. In this low-return cycle year there was no Fraser River sockeye 
fishery opening and the pink salmon harvest was down 87 per cent.

 } LANDED VALUE
The landed value of the combined salmon harvest was down 23 per cent 
in 2012 to $371 million echoing the drop in production. Cultured salmon 
generated $344.8 million in sales, representing 93 per cent of the total 
landed value of all B.C. salmon, while capture fisheries at $26.2 million, 
generated the remaining seven per cent.

 } WHOLESALE VALUE
The sale of salmon products generated a total wholesale value of 
$579.1 million in 2012, a 17 per cent decrease from 2011. Cultured salmon 
products totaled $432.9 million in wholesale value and accounted for 
75 per cent of the total salmon wholesale value, while capture salmon 
products totaled $146.2 million and accounted for the remaining 
25 per cent.

 } British Columbia’s SALMON SECTOR

HERRING WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

Clams
0.6

 

 

 

 

HERRING LANDED VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Food & Beverage
 Processing

8.2

Agriculture
2.8

Seafood
0.7

 

 

 

United States

China

Japan

Hong Kong

Ukraine

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Farmed Salmon 

Groundfish 

Herring/Pelagics 

Shellfish 

Wild Salmon 

Other Products 

Landed Value
($ Millions) 

d V

Wholesale Value
($ Millions) 

l

Harvest
('000 Tonnes) 

0 

200

400

600

800

1,000 

1,200 

1,400 

1,600 

2003P 2004P 2005P 2006P 2007P 2008P 2009P 2010P 2011P 2012E 

Wild
Salmon

9.0 

Cultured Salmon
73.7 

Groundfish
90.2 

Other
Cultured

0.9 

Other Wild
22.0 

Herring
13.2 

Cultured
Shellfish 9.6 

Wild
Shellfish

13.1 

Cultured Salmon
344.8 

Groundfish
120.2 

Wild Shellfish
122.7 

Wild Salmon
26.2 Other

Cultured
8.3 

Other
Wild
16.2 

Herring
8.1 

Cultured
Shellfish

22.0 

Other
$261.3 

Cultured Atlantic
Salmon $291.1 

Sockeye
Salmon
$24.0 Chinook

Salmon
$26.2 

Halibut
$26.9 

Herring
$33.9 

Crabs $72.3 

Hake $53.4 

Geoduck
Clams
$43.1 

Shrimp
& Prawns

$37.6 

Cultured Atlantics 
68.9 

Cultured Atlantics 
$386.0

Sockeye
$62.7 

Sockeye
2.1 

Pink
$11.3

Other 
Wild Salmon

Products
$0.3

Chum
$35.1 

Chinook
$15.9 

Coho
$20.9

Cultured
Pacifics
$46.9 

Pink
1.2

Chum
4.1

Chinook
0.9

Coho
0.7 

Cultured
Pacifics

4.8

Sablefish
2.3

Hake 47.7

Rockfish
16.6Arrowtooth 

Flounder
5.2

Dogfish
0.9

Halibut
3.7

Lingcod
1.5

Pacific
Cod 1.3

Pollock
5.1Soles

4.9

Other
1.0

Sablefish
$29.0

Hake $53.5

Rockfish
$37.0

Arrowtooth 
Flounder

$5.0

Dogfish
$2.0

Halibut $99.8

Lingcod
$9.5

Pacific Cod
$4.0

Pollock
$5.5Soles

$12.5

Other
$19.1

Cultured 
Clams 1.4

Other
0.2 Prawns 1.8 

Cultured Oysters
7.4 

Crabs
3.5 

Geoducks 
1.5 

Red Sea Urchins
3.0 

Sea 
Cucumbers

1.7 Shrimp 0.7

Green Sea 
Urchins 0.1 Scallops

0.01

Cultured Scallops
& Other 0.8

Clams
$2.8 

Cultured
Scallops &
Other $5.1

Cultured
Oysters
$17.2 

Prawns
$50.3 

Crabs
$50.5 Geoducks

$51.9 

Cultured
Clams
$9.2 Other

$3.0 

Scallops
$0.2 

Sea
Cucumbers

$8.4

Red Sea
Urchins $10.6

Green Sea
Urchins $1.2

Shrimp
$5.0 

Spawn on 
Kelp $1.6

Roe Herring
$32.5 

Food and Bait
$4.2

Cultured Salmon
432.9

Groundfish
276.9

Wild Shellfish
183.9

Wild Salmon
146.2

Other
Cultured

9.2 
Other Wild

57.4 
Herring

38.3

Cultured
Shellfish

31.5 

B.C. AGRIFOODS REVENUES
2012 $ BILLIONS 

HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

LANDED VALUE
$ MILLIONS

WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS

SALMON HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

 Roe Herring
8.6 

Food and Bait
4.5 

Spawn on 
Kelp 0.08 

 

HERRING HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

GROUNDFISH HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

GROUNDFISH WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

Roe Herring
$5.6 

Food and
Bait $1.2

Spawn on
Kelp $1.3

SALMON WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

SHELLFISH HARVEST
'000 TONNES

B.C. SEAFOOD EXPORTS
$ MILLIONS

B.C. SEAFOOD TOP 5 MARKETS  SHARES BY SPECIES 

SHELLFISH WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

Cultured salmon landed 

(farm-gate) values are generally 

 higher than wild salmon due to the 

value added processing, and sales 

and distribution network integrated  

into the aquaculture industry



6 British Columbia Seafood Industry | 2012  YEAR IN RE VIEW 

 } British Columbia’s HERRING SECTOR

The combined harvest from the three distinct herring 
fisheries (food & bait, spawn-on-kelp and roe herring) 
increased 22 per cent in 2012 to 13,200 tonnes.

 } HARVEST
In 2012, 65 per cent (8,600 tonnes) of B.C.’s herring harvest occurred 
in the roe herring fishery. The herring food and bait fishery has grown 
in the last two years from 800 tonnes to 4,500 tonnes and in 2012 made 
up 34 per cent of the total herring harvest. This newly expanded fishery’s 
importance has increased its share from eight per cent of B.C.’s total 
herring harvest in 2010 to 24 per cent in 2012. Herring spawn-on-kelp 
(SOK) harvests were down 20 per cent in 2011 to 80 tonnes.

 } LANDED VALUE
The total landed value of the combined fisheries increased 80 per cent 
to $8.1 million in 2012. The landed value of the roe herring fishery 
($5.6 million) contributed 69 per cent of the total landed value of herring 
followed by SOK at $1.3 million (a 16 per cent share) and food and bait 
at $1.2 million for a 15 per cent share.

 } WHOLESALE VALUE
Herring products generated a combined wholesale value of $38.3 million, 
up 27 per cent from 2011. Sales of roe herring products (herring roe, 
herring meal and oil) generated $32.5 million for an 85 per cent share of 
the total herring wholesale value. Sales of finished food and bait products 
generated $4.2 million for an 11 per cent share of the herring wholesale 
value. SOK products generated the remaining $1.6 million (four per cent) 
of the wholesale value.

HERRING WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

Clams
0.6

 

 

 

 

HERRING LANDED VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Food & Beverage
 Processing

8.2

Agriculture
2.8

Seafood
0.7

 

 

 

United States

China

Japan

Hong Kong

Ukraine

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Farmed Salmon 

Groundfish 

Herring/Pelagics 

Shellfish 

Wild Salmon 

Other Products 

Landed Value
($ Millions) 

d V

Wholesale Value
($ Millions) 

l

Harvest
('000 Tonnes) 

0 

200

400

600

800

1,000 

1,200 

1,400 

1,600 

2003P 2004P 2005P 2006P 2007P 2008P 2009P 2010P 2011P 2012E 

Wild
Salmon

9.0 

Cultured Salmon
73.7 

Groundfish
90.2 

Other
Cultured

0.9 

Other Wild
22.0 

Herring
13.2 

Cultured
Shellfish 9.6 

Wild
Shellfish

13.1 

Cultured Salmon
344.8 

Groundfish
120.2 

Wild Shellfish
122.7 

Wild Salmon
26.2 Other

Cultured
8.3 

Other
Wild
16.2 

Herring
8.1 

Cultured
Shellfish

22.0 

Other
$261.3 

Cultured Atlantic
Salmon $291.1 

Sockeye
Salmon
$24.0 Chinook

Salmon
$26.2 

Halibut
$26.9 

Herring
$33.9 

Crabs $72.3 

Hake $53.4 

Geoduck
Clams
$43.1 

Shrimp
& Prawns

$37.6 

Cultured Atlantics 
68.9 

Cultured Atlantics 
$386.0

Sockeye
$62.7 

Sockeye
2.1 

Pink
$11.3

Other 
Wild Salmon

Products
$0.3

Chum
$35.1 

Chinook
$15.9 

Coho
$20.9

Cultured
Pacifics
$46.9 

Pink
1.2

Chum
4.1

Chinook
0.9

Coho
0.7 

Cultured
Pacifics

4.8

Sablefish
2.3

Hake 47.7

Rockfish
16.6Arrowtooth 

Flounder
5.2

Dogfish
0.9

Halibut
3.7

Lingcod
1.5

Pacific
Cod 1.3

Pollock
5.1Soles

4.9

Other
1.0

Sablefish
$29.0

Hake $53.5

Rockfish
$37.0

Arrowtooth 
Flounder

$5.0

Dogfish
$2.0

Halibut $99.8

Lingcod
$9.5

Pacific Cod
$4.0

Pollock
$5.5Soles

$12.5

Other
$19.1

Cultured 
Clams 1.4

Other
0.2 Prawns 1.8 

Cultured Oysters
7.4 

Crabs
3.5 

Geoducks 
1.5 

Red Sea Urchins
3.0 

Sea 
Cucumbers

1.7 Shrimp 0.7

Green Sea 
Urchins 0.1 Scallops

0.01

Cultured Scallops
& Other 0.8

Clams
$2.8 

Cultured
Scallops &
Other $5.1

Cultured
Oysters
$17.2 

Prawns
$50.3 

Crabs
$50.5 Geoducks

$51.9 

Cultured
Clams
$9.2 Other

$3.0 

Scallops
$0.2 

Sea
Cucumbers

$8.4

Red Sea
Urchins $10.6

Green Sea
Urchins $1.2

Shrimp
$5.0 

Spawn on 
Kelp $1.6

Roe Herring
$32.5 

Food and Bait
$4.2

Cultured Salmon
432.9

Groundfish
276.9

Wild Shellfish
183.9

Wild Salmon
146.2

Other
Cultured

9.2 
Other Wild

57.4 
Herring

38.3

Cultured
Shellfish

31.5 

B.C. AGRIFOODS REVENUES
2012 $ BILLIONS 

HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

LANDED VALUE
$ MILLIONS

WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS

SALMON HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

 Roe Herring
8.6 

Food and Bait
4.5 

Spawn on 
Kelp 0.08 

 

HERRING HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

GROUNDFISH HARVEST
'000 TONNES 

GROUNDFISH WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

Roe Herring
$5.6 

Food and
Bait $1.2

Spawn on
Kelp $1.3

SALMON WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 

SHELLFISH HARVEST
'000 TONNES

B.C. SEAFOOD EXPORTS
$ MILLIONS

B.C. SEAFOOD TOP 5 MARKETS  SHARES BY SPECIES 

SHELLFISH WHOLESALE VALUE
$ MILLIONS 



British Columbia Seafood Industry | 2012  YEAR IN RE VIEW 7 6 British Columbia Seafood Industry | 2012  YEAR IN RE VIEW 

 } British Columbia’s GROUNDFISH SECTOR

The 90,200-tonne groundfish harvest represented 
39 per cent of all seafood production in the province.

 } HARVEST
Total production fell almost 10 per cent as most of the major groundfish 
species experienced declines in harvest volumes in 2012. Species with 
significant declines included Pacific cod (down 32 per cent to 1,300 
tonnes), hake (down 14 per cent to 47,700 tonnes), lingcod (down 
12 per cent to 1,500 tonnes) and dogfish (at 900 tonnes) and halibut 
(at 3,700 tonnes) both down 10 per cent. A notable increase in harvest 
was recorded for pollock (up 28 per cent to 5,100 tonnes).

Pacific hake had the largest harvest of all commercially captured species 
for a 53 per cent share of the total groundfishery and 21 per cent of the 
provincial seafood total. Rockfish species made up 18 per cent of the 
groundfish harvest and 17 per cent of the landed value, while halibut 
accounted for just four per cent of the harvest volume represented 
34 per cent of the total groundfish landed value.

 } LANDED VALUE
The groundfishery contributed 18 per cent of the total landed value of 
B.C. seafood. While dogfish, lingcod, hake, Pacific cod and sole showed 
increases in prices that offset the reduced harvest levels, overall the 
B.C. groundfish landed value of $120.2 million was down 10 per cent. 
Significant declines in landed values were reported in rockfish (down 
21 per cent $20.5 million), halibut (down 10 per cent to $40.9 million) 
and sablefish (down seven per cent to $25.3 million).

 } WHOLESALE VALUE
The wholesale value of groundfish decreased 16 per cent 
in 2012 to $276.9 million. All species experienced 
significant fluctuations in the value of processed 
products ranging from a 16 per cent increase for 
arrowtooth flounder to a 24 per cent reduction seen 
in halibut wholesale value.
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 } British Columbia’s SHELLFISH SECTOR

The 2012 shellfish harvest from capture fisheries 
and culture operations remained at 22,700 tonnes 
and contributed 10 per cent to the total B.C. 
seafood harvest.

 } HARVEST
Cultured shellfish production increased by close to six per cent to 9,600 
tonnes, while the capture shellfishery harvest fell by almost four per cent 
to 13,100 tonnes.

Cultured oysters made up the largest share of the provincial shellfish 
harvest at 7,400 tonnes, followed by crabs at 3,500 tonnes, red sea urchins 
at 3,000 tonnes and prawns at 1,800 tonnes.

 } LANDED VALUE
The total landed value for shellfish decreased slightly to $144.7 million. 
Cultured shellfish operations generated $22 million (an increase of 
14 per cent over 2011) and wild shellfisheries generated $122.7 million 
(a decrease of close to four per cent).

Shellfish accounted for 22 per cent of the total landed value of B.C. 
seafood in 2012. Wild geoducks, crabs and prawns recorded the highest 
landed values of all shellfish species by far at $46.6 million, $32.6 million 
and $29.3 million respectively. These three fisheries contributed 
75 per cent of the total landed value of British Columbia’s shellfish 
harvest in 2012.

 } WHOLESALE VALUE
The wholesale value of B.C. shellfish products decreased over 
eight per cent to $215.4 million in 2012. The wholesale value of cultured 
shellfish, at $31.5 million, accounted for 15 per cent of total B.C. shellfish 
sales, while capture shellfish products generated $183.9 million and 
accounted for the remaining 85 per cent share.
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 } British Columbia’s OTHER SEAFOOD SECTOR

In 2012, 10 per cent of British Columbia’s seafood harvest 
came from lesser known or less abundant species.

In 2012, 22,900 tonnes of “other species” were harvested with a combined landed value 
of $24.5 million and generated $66.6 million in wholesale value of processed products.

Pacific sardines reported the largest harvest in this group in 2012, at 19,200 tonnes worth 
$3.4 million to the fishers and processed products generating $17.8 million in wholesale value.

B.C.’s albacore tuna harvest fell 54 per cent in 2012 to 2,500 tonnes generating $11.3 million in 
landed value and $36.3 million in wholesale value. B.C.’s fleet was restricted to fishing in Canadian 
waters and the high seas as no agreement on reciprocal access was reached under the Canada-
US Pacific Albacore Treaty in 2012.

The primary species included in the “other wild” and “other cultured” categories were marine 
plants, freshwater trout, sablefish, sturgeon, tilapia, abalone and crayfish. The combined harvest 
from these categories was 1,200 tonnes with a landed value of $9.8 million and wholesale value 
of $12.5 million.
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 } British Columbia’s EXPORT MARKETS

 } BRITISH COLUMBIA SEAFOOD TOP FIVE MARKETS – SHARES BY SPECIES

In 2012 B.C. exported 166,000 tonnes 
of seafood with an export value of 
$869.8 million.

The United States continued to be B.C.’s number one trading 
partner taking the greatest number of products (237) and 
generating the highest export value ($480 million). China 
has been the second-most important market for B.C. seafood 
exports for the past three years and in 2012 exports increased 
another 11 per cent to $120 million covering 141 products.

The top five species generated 57 per cent of B.C.’s total 
seafood export value: Atlantic salmon (33 per cent), 
crabs (eight per cent), hake (six per cent), geoduck clams 
(five per cent) and shrimp and prawns (four per cent). 
The major markets for these top five species were the 
United States (Atlantic salmon), China (crabs), the Ukraine 
(hake), Hong Kong (geoduck clams) and Japan (shrimp 
and prawns).

In 2012, five countries accounted for almost 90 per cent 
of B.C.’s seafood exports: United States (55 per cent worth 
$480 million), China (14 per cent worth $120.9 million), 
Japan (11 per cent worth $96.2 million), Hong Kong 
(five per cent worth $44.3 million) and the Ukraine 
(three per cent worth $28.8 million).

B.C. seafood products with notable increase in export value, 
from 2011 to 2012, were chum salmon (up 85 per cent to 
$18.4 million) and crabs (up 26 per cent to $72.3 million).

In 2012, British Columbia’s most widely exported species 
included pink salmon (24 markets), sardines (18 markets) 
and sockeye salmon (17 markets).

Among the major categories of seafood products, herring 
exports rose by 17 per cent to $33.9 million in 2012 and 
exports of shellfish rose by seven per cent to $203.7 million. 
Conversely, groundfish decreased by 10 per cent to 
$137.6 million, and cultured salmon and wild salmon 
both decreased by nine per cent to $304.1 million and 
$119.9 million respectively.



British Columbia Seafood Industry | 2012  YEAR IN RE VIEW 11 10 British Columbia Seafood Industry | 2012  YEAR IN RE VIEW 

 } BUY LOCAL PROGRAM
On August 30, 2012 the B.C. government announced an investment of $2 million to help 
B.C. agrifoods producers and processors promote local foods through a Buy Local program. 
The BC Shellfish Grower’s Association, Ecotrust Canada’s ‘ThisFish’ program, the BC Salmon 
Farmers Association, the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council and the BC Salmon Marketing 
Council all received funding through the program. MORE INFO: http://www.gov.bc.ca/
agri/buylocal.html

 } PACIFIC SALMON PROCLAIMED OFFICIAL FISH OF B.C.
The Pacific salmon was proclaimed the provincial fish emblem to “recognize the high 
ecological, cultural and economic significance of the Pacific salmon to British Columbians”.
MORE INFO: http://www.protocol.gov.bc.ca/protocol/prgs/symbols/symbols.htm

 } COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE DECLINE OF  
SOCKEYE SALMON IN THE FRASER RIVER (COHEN COMMISSION)
On October 31, 2012, the final report of the Cohen Commission was made publicly available. 
The report included 75 recommendations regarding the policies, practices and procedures 
of the federal government’s Fisheries and Oceans Canada, nine of which directly or indirectly 
reference the Province of British Columbia. The B.C. government has accepted the intent 
of each of these nine recommendations. MORE INFO: http://www.newsroom.gov.
bc.ca/2013/03/bc-responds-to-cohen-commission-recommendations.html

 } INTERNATIONAL PROMOTION OF B.C. SEAFOOD
The Ministry of Agriculture sponsored a booth at the 2012 European Seafood Exposition in 
Brussels, Belgium, and in coordination with the Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training 
showcased B.C. seafood products internationally at the 2012 China Fisheries & Seafood 
Exposition and the 2013 International Boston Seafood Show. These events were well 
attended by B.C. seafood industry representatives and international buyers and provided an 
opportunity to develop and strengthen relationships in the international market. 
MORE INFO: 
China Fisheries & Seafood Exposition: Dalian, China: www.chinaseafoodexpo.com/
European Seafood Exposition: Brussels, Belgium: www.euroseafood.com
International Boston Seafood Show: http://www.bostonseafood.com/

 } AQUACULTURE INNOVATION AND MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM (AIMAP) 
In 2012/13, $1.2 million of federal AIMAP funding went to 11 B.C. aquaculture innovation and 
market access projects. The one year duration projects must have demonstrable industry-
wide benefits implemented by the end of the project. In 2012, the combined industry/AIMAP 
total investment of $6.8 million supported a diverse range of sectors and initiatives including: 
farmed salmon, sablefish, and shellfish culture technology; predator deterrent systems; and 
environmental management and information initiatives. MORE INFO: http://www.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/sustainable-durable/projects-2012-13-projets-eng.htm

 }  Significant Events in  
BRITISH COLUMBIA’S SEAFOOD SECTOR – 2011/12
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For more information on 
the species and products 
supplied by the British 
Columbia seafood industry 
to the global market visit us 
at www.bcseafood.ca
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A Taste of the Pristine

FOLLOW BCSEAFOOD TWITTER
LIKE SEAFOODBC FACEBOOK 

BR IT ISH COLUMBIA SEAFOOD. . .  A  COMMITMENT TO QUALITY AND SUSTAINABIL ITY
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 } DATA SOURCES
 » All aquaculture industry harvests and farm-gate values compiled by the 

Ministry of Agriculture.

 » All seafood finished products and wholesale values compiled by the Ministry of Agriculture.

 » All capture fisheries landings provided by Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Pacific Region.

 » Export data provided by Statistics Canada through the Global Trade Atlas and 
CATSNET databases.

 } CONTACT INFORMATION
This report is available online at www.bcseafood.ca

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON B.C. SEAFOOD PRODUCTS 
AND SUPPLIERS PLEASE CONTACT:
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
PO Box 9120 STN PROV GOV | Victoria, B.C. V8W 9B4 
Email: fishstats@gov.bc.ca

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON B.C.’S AGRIFOOD INDUSTRY: 
please visit www.agf.gov.bc.ca/stats

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA: 
please visit www.britishcolumbia.ca

 } FUNDING PROVIDED BY Growing Forward 2 a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

 } DATA SOURCES / MORE INFORMATION
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