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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 
The Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Establishment of the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission was held in Cholpon Ata, on the shores of Lake 
Issyk Kul, Kyrgzystan, 22 -24 June 2011. The meeting was hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture of 
the Kyrgyz Republic and was organized by the FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia (SEC).  The 
Meeting was made possible with support from the Central Asia Programme for Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Development (GCP/RER/031/TUR), financed by the FAO Turkey Partnership 
Programme (FTPP), and the “Support to Fishery and Aquaculture Management in the Kyrgyz 
Republic” Project (GCP/KYR/003/FIN) funded by the Government of Finland. 

The FAO Secretariat to the meeting consisted of Raymon van Anrooy, Blaise Kuemlangan, Kiyal 
Guzel, Haydar Fersoy, Ozgur Altan, Sunil Siriwardena and Thomas Moth-Poulsen.  Administrative 
and logistical assistance was provided by Olimpia Adambaeva, Bakyt Kulov, Aijan Kydyralieva and 
Mairam Sarieva. 

This Report is the record of the meeting proceedings of the second session of the Preparatory 
Meeting, which includes the summaries of background documentation, presentations, statements and 
interventions by the delegations, and conclusions and recommendations.  

 
 

 
        

            - , 
   - , , -   0      

       
      (SEC)     

  -       
(GCP/RER/031/TUR)   -  ( )    

      (GCP/KYR/003/FIN), 
   

 
 ,    ,     , 

 ,  ,  ,  ,    
 -        

 ,  ,      
 

        
 ,      

, ,    ,     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iii



iv

 
 

FAO. 

. No. 981. Ankara, FAO. 2011. 4  p.  
 

ABSTRACT 

The Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Establishment of the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission was held in Cholpon Ata, Kyrgyzstan in the period 
22 24 June 2011. The Meeting was attended by delegations from eight countries (Azerbaijan, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkey and Ukraine) and an observer from 
the Caspian Environment Programme (CaspEco).  The Meeting, which was the Second Session of the 
Preparatory Meeting (which was convened at the Third Intergovernmental meeting in December 
2010), finalized and made progress on the most required documentation for the Inaugural Meeting of 
the Commission. The Meeting reviewed the draft Financial Regulations, and discussed, amended and 
approved through consensus the Inaugural Meeting Agenda, the logo and the acronym of the 
Commission. The Meeting also discussed and approved the interim technical advice presented, 
consisting of the “Draft Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern 
Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia”, “Draft conclusions and recommendations of the regional study 
on the feasibility of restocking and development of culture-based fisheries in Central Asia”, and the 
“Draft technical guidelines for sturgeon hatchery practices and management for release”. The interim 
technical advice is to be presented to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for final endorsement.     
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BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 

1. The Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Establishment of the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission (Cholpon Ata, Kyrgyzstan, 22 -24 June 2011) was 
convened at the kind invitation of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic. The Meeting was hosted 
by the Ministry of Agriculture of the Kyrgyz Republic and was organized by the FAO Subregional 
Office for Central Asia (SEC).  

2. Financial assistance for the organization of this Meeting was received from the Central Asia 
Regional Programme for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development (GCP/RER/031/TUR), a project 
of the FAO Turkey Partnership Programme (FTPP). Moreover, logistical and organizational 
assistance was received from the “Support to Fishery and Aquaculture Management in the Kyrgyz 
Republic” Project (GCP/KYR/003/FIN), funded by the Government of Finland. 

3. The Meeting continued the work carried out by the delegations and focal points in the following 
five meetings: 

a) Regional Intergovernmental Meeting to Initiate the Establishment of a Central Asian 
Regional Fisheries Organization (Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 10-12 November 2008; Dushanbe 
Meeting), 

b) Steering Committee meeting to prepare for the second regional inter-governmental meeting 
on the establishment of a Central Asian and Caucasus regional fisheries arrangement 
(Ankara, Turkey, 24-26 March 2009; Ankara Meeting),  

c) Second Intergovernmental Meeting on the Establishment of Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries Organization (Trabzon, Turkey,  3-5 June 2009; Trabzon Meeting) 

d) Second Steering Committee Meeting to prepare for the Third Intergovernmental meeting on 
the Establishment of the Central Asian and Caucasus Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission 
(Istanbul, Turkey, 24-25 February 2010; Istanbul Meeting), and  

e) Third Intergovernmental Meeting on the Establishment of the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission (Trabzon, Turkey, 30 November – 1 
December 2010; Preparatory Meeting Session 1). 

4. The Third Intergovernmental Meeting convened a so called “Preparatory Meeting” to 
commence officially the preparations for the inaugural meeting of the Commission. Convening a 
Preparatory Meeting would allow all delegations, also those of countries that had not become 
member of the Commission yet, to join in the discussions at the meeting. The first session of the 
Preparatory Meeting discussed, amended and approved through consensus the “Rules of Procedure 
for the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission”, the draft “5-
Year Regional Work Programme (2011 -2015)” of the Commission, the budget for the first financial 
period of the Commission, and the methodology for calculation of the scale of contributions to the 
administrative budget of the Commission. The finalized documents were prepared for presentation to 
the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for endorsement. 

5. The Third Intergovernmental Meeting was not able to finalize all required background 
documentation for the Inaugural Meeting. Therefore a second session of the Preparatory Meeting 
was considered necessary. In preparation of the Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting (Second session 
of the Preparatory Meeting) the FAO Secretariat worked closely together with the delegates that 
attended the First session of the Preparatory Meeting on the logo and acronym for the Commission. 
Moreover, the Secretariat worked together with numerous experts from Central Asia, the Caucasus 
and elsewhere on interim technical advice to the Commission.  

6. The Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting was requested to finalize the following documents for 
adoption by the inaugural meeting of the Commission: 
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a) the Financial Regulations for the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Commission, and 

b) the Acronym(s) and Logo for the Commission for the Central Asia and the Caucasus 
Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission. 
 

7. The Meeting was also requested to discuss the first work undertaken by the Commission under its 
draft “5-Year Regional Work Programme (2011 -2015)” , agree on an Inaugural Meeting Agenda, 
and discuss and review the interim technical advice prepared. 

 
OPENING OF THE MEETING 

8. Mr. Dogdurbek Dogochiev, Director of the Department of Fisheries of the Kyrgyz Republic, 
welcomed the participants to Cholpon Ata. The Meeting was officially opened on behalf of the host, 
the Government of Kyrgyzstan, by Mr. Sitchinin Valeriy, Governor of the Issyk Kul oblast, and Mr. 
Aliev Samat, Head of the Department of livestock development and veterinary of the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Kyrgyzstan. They emphasized the importance of the fisheries and aquaculture 
development for Kyrgyzstan and the Central Asian and Caucasus region as a whole and referred to 
current fish production increase trends in their country. They stated that the Government of 
Kyrgyzstan was one of the founding members of the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Commission and is keen to further regional collaboration through the Commission. 
They added that the Commission will, once Inaugurated, discuss and decide on many important 
issues, in recognition of the numerous similar problems experienced by the countries in the region in 
their process of fisheries and aquaculture development.  

9. Reference was made also to some promising developments in Kyrgyzstans’ fisheries sector, 
such as the establishment of the fisheries laboratory at Institute of Biology of the National Academy 
of Science, the start of the work of the Fisheries Research Centre and of various international 
projects active in the fisheries sector of Kyrgyzstan. They ended their opening remarks by wishing 
all participants a fruitful meeting and a pleasant stay at the shores of lake Issyk Kul.  

10. Mr. Raymon van Anrooy, FAO Secretary for the Commission, welcomed the participants on 
behalf of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). He thanked the host and 
referred to the ongoing establishment process of the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Commission. He particularly mentioned the entry into force of the Agreement on 
the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission, which took place 
on 3 December 2010.  He added that the FAO Director General sent in April 2011 a letter to all 
respective countries informing them of the entry into force of the Agreement.   

11. The Secretary also acknowledged the generous support received from the Central Asia 
Regional Programme for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development (GCP/RER/031/TUR) financed by 
the FAO Turkey Partnership Programme (FTPP) and the logistical and organizational assistance 
received from the “Support to Fishery and Aquaculture Management in the Kyrgyz Republic” 
Project (GCP/KYR/003/FIN), funded by the Government of Finland.  

ATTENDANCE OF THE MEETING 

12. The Meeting was attended by delegations from eight countries (Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkey and Ukraine) and an observer from the 
Caspian Environment Programme (CaspEco).  The Meeting accounted with technical and legal 
assistance from FAO resource persons from the Russian Federation, Hungary, United Kingdom and 
Finland. The list of participants appears as Appendix B.  
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS 

13. After introduction of the delegates and other participants, Mr. Atilla Ozdemir (Turkey) 
Chairperson of the Preparatory Meeting, requested the delegations to review the provisional agenda 
of the second session of the Preparatory Meeting. The adopted agenda for the second session of the 
Preparatory Meeting appears as Appendix A.  

14. Before starting the discussion on the agenda items the Chairman requested the delegations to 
update the Meeting on the status of the acceptance of the Agreement on the Central Asian and 
Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission in their respective countries.  

15. In response, the delegates from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Turkey and Ukraine 
informed the meeting that the Agreement was undergoing a national level approval process. It was 
noted that while in some countries the line Ministry (often the Ministry of Agriculture, but in some 
cases the Ministry of Environment) responsible for fisheries and aquaculture would be the authority 
to access the Agreement on behalf of the country, in other countries approval by  the Cabinet of 
Ministers or the parliament would be required. Accordingly, some line ministries have indicated 
their interest in membership of the Commission, but are awaiting comments and/or approval from 
other authorities, before they can send their instrument of acceptance to the FAO Director General 
(DG). The delegate from Georgia informed the Meeting that he would follow-up on the approval 
process status within his Ministry.   

16. The delegates from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan urged the other delegates from the other 
countries to encourage their Governments to seek membership of the Commission before the 
Inaugural Meeting. The Secretary, referring to Article II (Organization) of the Agreement, informed 
the Meeting that only those countries that have deposited their instrument of acceptance with the DG 
of FAO before the Inaugural Meeting will be allowed to participate in decision making process 
(voting) at that meeting. Countries that would not have deposited their instrument of acceptance 
before the Inaugural Meeting will be invited to participate as observer. 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS  

17. A comprehensive and detailed background overview to the establishment process of the 
Commission was presented by Mr. Van Anrooy, Secretary of the Commission. In view of the 
attendance of a number of delegates to the meeting who had not participated in earlier preparatory 
meetings, he reviewed the processes and the events leading to this Fourth Intergovernmental 
Meeting and informed the delegations of the current state of the establishment process of the 
Commission. The Chair thanked the Secretary of the Commision for his comprehensive background 
presentation.  

18. On behalf of the FAO Secretariat, Mr. Kuemlangan gave a presentation of the draft Financial 
Regulations. He highlighted the fact that financial regulations are indispensable to the smooth 
administration and operation of regional fishery bodies.  He stated that the current draft drew heavily 
from the Financial Regulations of existing FAO regional fishery bodies, namely the General 
Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) and the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission 
(IOTC). He emphasized that as a result, the provisions of the draft regulations for the Commission is 
not drastically different from those of GFCM and IOTC. Mr. Kuemlangan then gave an overview of 
the main elements of the draft regulations by describing briefly the seven Regulations of the draft 
Financial Regulations. He stated that there were some small discrepancies in the draft but these were 
of a minor concern and can be easily fixed.  The main concern of the FAO Legal Office is that while 
the regulations attempt to follow that of GFCM so that it regulates matters relating to an autonomous 
budget, it does seem to do that through making a distinction between an “administrative budget” and 
what is referred to in the draft regulations as an “operational budget”. This will need to be revisited 
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and cleared by the Secretariat so that the Preparatory Meeting can review and endorse a technically 
cleared draft.  Mr. Kuemlangan also alerted the Meeting to the welcome achievement of the 
temporary Secretary Mr. Raymon Van Anrooy for finally securing from the FAO Office of Strategy, 
Planning and Resources Mobilizations    (OSP) (through the Legal Office) 5.9 percent  as servicing 
cost to be charged by FAO on the budget of Commission as reflected in Regulation IV paragraph 5 
of draft Financial Regulations. 

19. In the discussions that followed the presentation, the Meeting commended Mr. Van Anrooy 
for securing the 5.9 percent service fee as this represents a major saving, compared to the nowadays 
commonly applied 13 percent; the latter percentage being the service cost rate approved by the FAO 
Governing Bodies for application in similar regional bodies. However, it was asked by some 
delegations whether the 5.9 percent rate can be further reduced. The Secretariat were also asked the 
basis for setting the servicing cost at 5.9 percent and whether facts and considerations peculiar to the 
region were taken into account in setting the rate.  Mr. Kuemlangan and Mr. Van Anrooy, in 
answering the questions pointed out that they did not believe it was possible to obtain a lower rate 
such as 4.5 % as applied for GFCM.  Part of the reason for increasing to 5.9 % was that 4.5 % was 
applied may years ago but now circumstances had changed and that the Governing bodies of FAO 
had directed that the rate of servicing cost be increased to reflect the rise in costs. 

20. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to adjust two typos in the Annex “Scheme for the 
Calculation of contributions” and confirmed that the Annex reflected by the First Session of the 
Preparatory Meeting endorsed scheme.  

21. Questions were also asked on whether catches from certain water bodies could be excluded 
from the fish production component of assessed contributions. The Secretary informed the Meeting 
that it is up to the countries to indicate which areas or catches should not be taken into account in 
calculating Member contributions to the administrative budget of the Commission. 

22. Mr. Kuemlangan proposed, in light of the need for further work on the draft Financial 
Regulations, that the Preparatory Meeting not to be suspended, and that the following steps be taken 
as part of the way forward: 

 Further review, revision and clearance by the FAO Legal Office of the draft Financial 
Regulations by end of July 2011; 

 Circulation by Secretariat of the draft regulations before end of September 2011; 
 Draft financial regulations revised and sent by the Secretariat to countries for  comments; 

and, 
 Finalization (and endorsement if such is possible) of the draft financial regulations, through 

email, by the Preparatory Meeting in November 2011. 
 

23. The Meeting endorsed the proposed steps. The chairman called on the Secretariat and 
Delagations to ensure that the steps and schedules were met. 

24. On behalf of FAO Secretariat Mr. Fersoy made a presentation on the draft acronym(s) and 
logo of the Commission. He recalled the Meeting that the acronym and logo issues were first put on 
the agenda of the First Session of the Preparatory Meeting. He added that lengthy discussions took 
place on the possible acronyms for the Commission and on the 3 logos presented to that Session. In 
accordance with the decisions taken at the First Session the countries were requested to submit, if 
any, their logo proposals to the FAO Secretariat within an agreed timeframe. The Secretariat 
received proposals from Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey and Ukraine and thanked the Governments from 
these countries for their kind support in this matter.  

25. For the selection of the logo and acronym for the Commission a voting was carried out, which 
gave each delegation (country) one vote. Out of a total of 7 draft logos and 7 draft acronyms, the 
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following two were preferred by the delegations and selected as official acronym and logo for the 
Commission:  

Acronym: CACFish 
 

Logo:  

 
26. It was further agreed by the Meeting that only the English language acronym be used, in order 
to not create any confusion among the general public and to provide a clear and comprehensive 
identity to the Commission.       

27. Mr. Van Anrooy, on behalf of the FAO Secretariat, presented the progress made on the 
implementation of the draft 5-year regional work programme (2011-2015) of the Central Asian and 
Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission. He highlighted the activities planned for 
2011 and discussed in summary the fourteen ongoing activities under the Work Programme 
components of Governance, Aquaculture, Post harvest activities, and Research & capacity 
development. He noted the attention given in early 2011 to regional workshops, regional studies and 
technical guideline development, and national level projects in Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan.  

28. The Meeting discussed progress made on the implementation of the draft 5-year regional 
Work Programme (2011-2015) and thanked the FAO Secretariat for having taken important 
initiatives at national and regional level in support of implementation of the draft Work Programme. 
The Governments of Turkey and Finland and FAO were thanked for their financial contributions to 
the implementation of the draft Work Programme and the in-kind support of some other countries 
was acknowledged as well.  

29. The delegates from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia and Tajikistan informed the Meeting 
of the activities in their countries that relate to the draft Work Programme and could be of interest to 
the Meeting. Particular attention of the Meeting was drawn to the recently approved Policy and 
Strategy for Fisheries and Aquaculture Development for Poverty Alleviation in Tajikistan (2010 -
2025), which is being implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture of Tajikistan at present. The FAO 
Secretariat was kindly requested by the delegate from Tajikistan to assist in seeking donor support 
for projects that would enable large scale implementation of the above mentioned national policy 
and strategy.  

30. Neither proposals for amendment of the draft Work Programme nor any suggestion for extra-
budgetary funding sources of specific activities of the Work Programme were received by the 
Meeting. The Secretariat informed the Meeting that there remains a funding gap of some 70 percent 
for implementation of the Work Programme, meaning that a large part of the activities will not be 
carried out if countries do not come forward with additional financial or in-kind support. Some 
delegates proposed to link certain activities carried out under their national policies and strategies to 
the implementation of the Work Programme of the Commission.  

31. Ms. Tazhibaeva, a student at the University of Eastern Finland made, on request of the FAO 
Secretariat, a presentation on” Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture in Selected Countries in Central 
Asia and Caucasus”.  The presentation discussed the development trends in inland fisheries and 
aquaculture in selected countries in Central Asia and Caucasus. The countries selected in Central 
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Asia included Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and in the Caucasus 
Armenia, Azerbaijan,  and Georgia. The presentation showed that despite having vast inland 
freshwater resources in almost all the selected countries, inland and aquaculture development is 
more or less stagnant and a significant decrease in both aquaculture and inland fisheries production 
were seen after disintegration of the Soviet Union.  

32. Among the countries selected Kazakhstan was highlighted. Despite of a stagnant inland 
capture fisheries production in the country, the value of its national fish production showed a 
marked increase since 2003 probably due to the increase in the production of pikeperch, which 
fetches a high price. As far as the aquaculture production is concerned Armenia showed an increase 
in production in terms of volume and value.  The noticeable increase in aquaculture production value 
could be attributed to an increase in the production of trout species. Decreasing production trends 
between 2003 and 2009 were reported in inland capture  fisheries for Azerbaijan (-81.0), Kyrgyzstan 
(-29.0) and Tajikistan (-8.0), while in negative growth figures were reported for  aquaculture in 
Azerbaijan (-17.0), Kazakhstan (-63.0) and Turkmenistan (-33.0) over this period. It was noted that 
the data analyzed were derived from the FAO FishStat+ database and that the figures available in 
that database are highly dependent on the official figures reported by the Governments to FAO. 

33. With respect to species composition the mainstay in inland fisheries in the selected countries 
are carp species and in aquaculture carp and trout species. Carp and trout species contribute over 
90% to the total aquaculture production of the selected countries. It was noticed that there are not 
any new emerging species in either inland capture fisheries or aquaculture reported in recent years. 
As far as the per capita fish consumption is concerned, only Georgia exceeded just over 8.0 kg/yr, 
while other countries were well below 4.0 kg/yr in recent years. These per capita fish consumption 
values are well below Asia and World averages as well as the recommended value by the World 
Health Organization. 

34. Ms. Tazhibaeva concluded her presentation by emphasizing that weaknesses in legislations 
and their implementation, poorly implemented policies, unreported and illegal fishing, lack of 
species diversification, insufficient good quality seed supply and information and knowledge gaps 
are considered as major challenges the countries in the region face when developing inland capture 
fisheries and aquaculture.  

35. The Meeting appreciated the presentation which was found informative and provided clear 
trends in regional production. Some delegates noted that updating the statistical data presented of 
their countries would be required and offered to provide updated disaggregated fisheries and 
aquaculture official figures to FAO. The delegates from Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan and 
Turkey informed the Meeting of a variety of government policies and strategies that are in place to 
support the development of the fisheries and aquaculture sector.   

36. The Meeting further considered that an overview of the “State of fisheries and aquaculture in 
the region” would be a valuable standing item on the agenda of future meetings of the Commission.   

37. The Chairman, referring to the presentation, emphasized that it is important that the 
Commission, international organizations, research institutions and universities, further increase their 
efforts to provide training and education to young potentials and talented persons in order to develop 
the sector. He stressed that recent trainings and capacity building activities on fisheries and 
aquaculture carried out in the region have too often shown a balance towards including “old” 
experts, and that young potentials deserve a chance to participate in these activities.   

38. Three documents were prepared as interim scientific and technical advice to the Commission. 
All three documents responded to the needs expressed by the Central Asian and Caucasus countries 
in the draft First 5-year regional work programme of the Commission. The preparation of the three 
documents reflected the inputs of highly regarded and competent experts from the wider Central 
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Asian and Caucasus region and international experts in the subjects concerned. 

39. Mr. Woynarovich, FAO Resource person, delivered a presentation on the “Draft Better 
Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia”. He first explained the reasons of the decline in carp production in the region countries 
between 1998-2008. He informed the Meeting that the decline in carp production and underutilized 
pond resources were among the reasons for countries to call upon the Central Asian and Caucasus 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission to assist in improving farm conditions, provide for practical 
applicable knowledge and to develop skills of farmers to reverse the declining trend. The draft 5-
year regional Work Programme (2011-2015) of the Commission called therefore for the 
development of Better Management Practices (BMPs) for the region.  

40. Before the preparation of the BMPs, the characteristics of carp production practices and 
trends in the region were analyzed. It was noticed that carp production is generally carried out in 
ponds and small reservoirs and that after 1960 polyculture of different carps with predator fish 
species started. The draft document presented to the Meeting included an informative part on the 
establishment of carp farms, followed by BMPs on the culture period, water management, nutrition 
and feed management, fish handling, biosecurity and aquatic animal health management. BMPs on 
socioeconomic issues related to carp production as well as suggestions for the promotion and 
implementation of the BMPs concluded the draft document presented.  

41. Mr. Woynarovich underlined that the BMP document was prepared with support from the 
FishDev Central Asia Programme and that experts from all major carp producing countries 
(including China, India, Hungary, Turkey, Thailand, and Ukraine) contributed to the draft document 
presented to the Meeting. He added that the document will be of great use to all the countries in the 
region and that the Commission should take a leading role in the promotion of these BMPs in its 
member countries and the Central Asian and Caucasus region as a whole. 

42. The Meeting congratulated the team of carp experts and the FAO Secretariat for the 
preparation of this technical document. The Meeting discussed the document in detail and adopted it 
as a good piece of technical work. The Meeting also requested the Secretariat to allow the countries 
to provide some final comments on the document before the end of August 2011, after which the 
experts would finalize the document. The main comments expressed were that the statistics 
presented in the document should include that of the current and potential members of the 
Commission and that the contents should be focused on the area of the Commission; i.e. Central 
Asia and the Caucasus.  The Meeting requested the FAO Secretariat to submit the finalized version 
to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for official endorsement.  

43. Mr. Thorpe and Mr. Drakeford, FAO Resource persons from the University of Portsmouth,  
presented the “Draft conclusions and recommendations of the regional study on the feasibility of 
restocking and development of culture-based fisheries in Central Asia”. The presentation considered 
the potential for culture based fishery development in the Central Asian region focusing on 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, as dictated by the terms of reference for the study. The 
presentation promoted further rehabilitation of the fisheries sector in Central Asia with the caveat 
that the focus should be on culture opposed to capture production. It was noted that it is promising 
that national governments in the region realize the importance of rehabilitating fisheries in terms of 
economic and social wellbeing.  

44. In line with this, the purpose of the presentation was to provide a summary of the conclusions 
and recommendations presented in the study report, which essentially aim to provide advice and 
guidance to governments in Central Asia in support of the development of culture based-fisheries. 
The most prominent of these recommendations, in light of the research undertaken, are ecosystem 
compatibility, to develop and use best available science, to reduce conflict between key user groups 
of water resources, which in the first instance can be promoted by dialogue between the authorities 
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responsible for water management for the different sectors, to deliver long term social and economic 
benefits and to inform the regulatory process. It was argued that the CACFish Commission can be a 
very useful vehicle for enhancing culture-based fishery development in the region.  

45. Mr. Thorpe and Mr. Drakeford, concluded with a discussion in relation to the regulatory 
framework at the local, national and regional level, considering the importance of not over- 
complicating the framework and the important role of involving stakeholders in the regulatory 
framework development process. 

46. The Meeting thanked the experts for the preparation of this high quality regional study. The 
discussion which followed the presentation centered on legislative issues related to culture based 
fisheries development in the region. It was noted that, although the study focused on some specific 
countries, the recommendations made are valid for all former Soviet Republics. The FAO Secretariat 
informed the Meeting that FAO intends to publish the study findings, conclusions and 
recommendations before the end of 2011 as FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper. 

47. The Meeting agreed with the seven overarching principles identified by the regional study (i.e. 
ecosystem compatibility; compatibility with other uses; best available science and information; 
social and economic benefits; collaboration with the culture production sector; the regulatory 
process; public information) and the accompanying recommendations to the Commission and the 
national governments on culture-based fisheries and restocking in the region.  

48. The importance of fixing national regulatory frameworks for fisheries and aquaculture in the 
region, was considered a prerequisite for sustainable development of aquaculture and capture 
fisheries with the advice that regulatory frameworks should be simple and pragmatic to facilitate 
implementation. The Meeting adopted the Conclusions and Recommendations of the regional study 
and requested the FAO Secretariat to pass them forward to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission 
for endorsement by the Commission. 

49. Mr. Chebanov, FAO Resource person from the South Branch Federal Center of Selection and 
Genetics for Aquaculture, Krasnodar, Russian Federation, presented the “Draft technical guidelines 
for sturgeon hatchery practices and management for release” to the Meeting. He emphasized that the 
draft technical guidelines are based on the main provisions of the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries (1995). He added that on the basis of revision and reappraisal of existing 
methodologies for hatchery reproduction of sturgeon, guidelines were prepared for use by sturgeon 
hatchery managers, fisheries managers, fisheries policy makers and other authorities responsible for 
fisheries and aquaculture development. The guidelines are targeted particularly at those who are 
involved in the senior management of sturgeon hatcheries, those who commission or manage 
hatchery feasibility studies and investment studies, and those who are involved in sturgeon 
restocking projects and programmes. 

50. Mr. Chebanov presented a detailed outline of the guidelines, showing details of the most 
important sections. He also informed the Meeting that the Guidelines have been developed on the 
basis of three key principles: 

- to contribute to the conservation of the natural gene pool of sturgeons in the Caspian Sea 
basin (and potentially elsewhere); 

- To enhance the efficiency of hatchery-bred fingerling release programmes into the Caspian 
Sea basin in terms of improved fitness for survival when released. 

- To build functional cultured broodstocks that are maintained to meet long-term release 
objectives for either re-establishment, restocking or stock enhancement objectives. 
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51. The discussion which followed the presentation on the draft Technical Guidelines was lively. 
More than ten questions were asked, mainly related to new technological approaches, genetics, 
tagging, release practices, international conventions on Sturgeon and the possibility to apply the 
Guidelines in different basins for sturgeon rehabilitation. During discussion the delegates informed 
the presenter to be very pleased with the guidelines prepared. The authors and the participating 
institutions in the development process of the draft technical guidelines received praise from the 
delegations. Particularly the accuracy and detailed guidance of the document was welcomed.  

52. The Meeting thanked Mr. Chebanov, the World Sturgeon Conservation Society (WSCS), FAO 
and other participating institutions in the preparation of this document for their excellent work. The 
very informative presentation was highly appreciated and the authors were thanked for the generous 
sharing of their knowledge, experiences and other information. Some delegates informed the 
Meeting that their countries have started implementation of these draft guidelines and added that 
they look forward to more successful hatchery practices for sturgeon. 

53. The Secretary informed the Meeting of a letter received from the President of the WSCS, Mr. 
Harald Rosenthal, calling for the implementation of these guidelines, which are both urgent and 
timely. The letter was read and appreciated by the Meeting.  

54. The Meeting adopted the draft Technical Guidelines and recommended the Secretariat to 
submit document to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for official endorsement. 

55. The Meeting also recommended that these guidelines be presented officially to the 
Commission on Aquatic Bioresources of the Caspian Sea (CAB) requesting support for its 
implementation in the Caspian Sea riparian countries.  

56. The Meeting further recommended that inter-sectoral relationships should be improved (e.g. 
with the environment sector, energy sector, irrigation sector and others) to increase success of 
implementation of the guidelines. It was noted that an ecosystem-based management might be 
essential for successful implementation of these guidelines. To ensure that the relevant countries all 
embrace the Technical Guidelines it was considered important that all institutions involved in the 
development of these guidelines make major efforts to generate support for implementation at 
national and local level in the region.   

57. The Meeting further recommended that the Commission should monitor the implementation 
of the guidelines among its members on a biennial base, through a survey.   

58. The Meeting was informed by the delegation of Ukraine of a recently held International 
Conference on Sturgeon Fishes and Their Future (7 -10 June 2011, Berdyansk, Ukraine) of which 
the resolution is available on-line at www.niam.org.ua/ 

59. Mr. Kuemlangan presented the draft Inaugural meeting Agenda on behalf of the FAO 
Secretariat. The draft Inaugural Agenda was reviewed in detail and adopted by the Meeting, with a 
recommendation that an annotated agenda be produced. Such an annotated agenda will include, 
among other things, a “background presentation on the establishment process of the Commission” 
within Agenda item 1, “Opening of the Session”.  

60. Under the agenda item “Any Other Matters” four issues were brought to the attention of the 
Meeting on request of the delegates. These issues related to Fisheries and Aquaculture Statistics, the 
website of the Commission, observers at the Inaugural Meeting and the appointment of National 
Focal Points for the Commission and representatives of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). 
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61. The Meeting took note of the recently organized “Regional workshop on fishery and 
aquaculture statistics, information, and trends: improving data collection, analyses and 
dissemination”, held in Antalya, Turkey, from 12-14 April 2011, with support from the FAO 
FishDev Central Asia Programme and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of Turkey 
(MARA). The Meeting reviewed and supported the “Recommendations for improving fishery 
information and needs for capacity building and regional cooperation” made by the regional 
workshop to the CACFish Commission. The FAO Secretariat was requested by the Meeting to 
present the recommendations from the regional workshop for final endorsement to the Inaugural 
meeting of the Commission.  

62. The Secretary presented the newly prepared website of the Commission, showed the 
information available and how to reach the information on-line. He thanked the FAO staff who are 
maintaining the website and invited the delegates to provide suggestions for improvement of the 
website and about which additional information could be presented.   

63. The Meeting thanked the FAO Secretariat for its work on the bi-lingual (English and Russian) 
website of the Commission and for making available on-line the background documents for the 
Meeting. The newly established dedicated e-mail of the FAO Secretariat to the Commission was 
considered an improvement as well.  

64. The current website of the Commission is the following: 

 http://www.fao.org/fishery/rfb/cacfish/en (English version) 
 http://www.fao.org/fishery/rfb/cacfish/ru (Russian version) 
 
 The meeting documents were made available in both languages through: 
 ftp://ftp/fao.org/FI/DOCUMENT/sec/CACFAC_2011/default.htm 
 
 The e-mail address is: CACFAC-Secretariat@fao.org 

65. It was noted that within a few weeks after the Meeting, the reference to CACFAC would be 
replaced by CACFish in the website address and in the e-mail of the Secretariat. 

66. On request of a delegation, the Secretary made reference the endorsed Rules of Procedure of 
the Commission and particularly Annex B and C, containing the Terms of Reference for National 
Focal Points to the Commission and members of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), 

67. Meeting considered that the Terms of Reference should be disseminated to the countries, in 
order to allow them to identify their National Focal Points and Representatives of the TAC in a 
timely manner, improve communication between countries and the FAO secretariat, and avoid 
delays in the organization of the upcoming meetings. It was recommended that non-member 
countries should ensure their participation in the TAC and to this end, provide the names of their 
representatives for the TAC to the Secretariat.  

68. The Meeting discussed  the status of countries to be invited to participate in the Inaugural 
Meeting. It was agreed that all non-member countries of the Commission, which have participated in 
the establishment process of the Commission, should be invited as observers to the inaugural 
meeting. Also observers that have joined in the establishment process should be invited to 
participate again as observers in the Inaugural Meeting. 
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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Conclusions of the second session of the preparatory meeting 
 
Financial Regulations  

69. The meeting reviewed the draft Financial Regulations prepared by the FAO Secretariat. The 
meeting requested the Secretariat to adjust two typos in the Annex “Scheme for the Calculation of 
contributions”, confirmed its agreement with the 5.9% servicing costs applied for the administrative 
(autonomous budget) by the Organization, and agreed on a further review and endorsement process 
of the draft Financial Regulations by the Preparatory Meeting through e-mail, to take place before 
the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission.  

Acronym and Logo for the Commission  

70. The meeting discussed various variants of possible logos for the Commission, as kindly 
submitted to the FAO Secretariat by the Governments of Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey and Ukraine, and 
some logos that were earlier prepared with support from the Secretariat.    

71. The meeting requested the delegations to indicate their preferences for the presented variants 
and after discussion the following were endorsed for adoption by the Inaugural meeting of the 
Commission.  

Acronym: CACFish 
 

Logo:  

 
 
Progress on the implementation of the draft First 5-year regional work programme 

72. The Meeting discussed progress made on the implementation of the draft 5-year regional 
Work Programme (2011-2015) and thanked the FAO Secretariat for having taken important 
initiatives at national and regional level in support of implementation of the draft Work Programme. 
The Governments of Turkey and Finland and FAO were thanked for their financial contributions to 
the implementation of the draft Work Programme and the in-kind support of some other countries 
was acknowledged as well.  

73. Some delegates informed the Meeting of the activities in their countries that relate to the draft 
Work Programme and could be of interest to the Meeting. Neither proposals for amendment of the 
draft Work Programme nor any suggestion for extra-budgetary funding sources of specific activities 
of the Work Programme were received by the Meeting.  Some delegates proposed to link certain 
activities carried out under their national policies and strategies to the implementation of the Work 
Programme of the Commission.  

State of fisheries and aquaculture in the region 

74. The Meeting appreciated the presentation on the “State of fisheries and aquaculture in the 
region”, which was found informative and provided clear trends in regional production. Some 
delegates noted that updating the statistical data presented of their countries would be required and 
offered to provide updated disaggregated fisheries and aquaculture figures to FAO.   
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75. The Meeting considered that an overview of the “State of fisheries and aquaculture in the 
region” would be a valuable standing item on the agenda of future meetings of the Commission.   

Interim scientific and technical advice  

76. Three documents were prepared as interim scientific and technical advice to the Commission. 
All three documents responded to the needs expressed by the Central Asian and Caucasus countries 
in the draft First 5-year regional work programme of the Commission. The preparation of the three 
documents reflected the inputs of highly regarded and competent experts from the wider Central 
Asian and Caucasus region and international experts in the subjects concerned. 
             

1) Draft Better Management Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern 
Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia 

 
77. The Meeting congratulated the team of carp experts and the FAO Secretariat for the 
preparation of this technical document. The meeting adopted the document and requested the 
Secretariat to allow the countries to provide some final comments before the end of August 2011, 
after which the experts would finalize the document. The main comments expressed were that the 
statistics presented in the document should include that of the current and potential members of the 
Commission and that the contents should be focused on the area of the Commission; i.e. Central 
Asia and the Caucasus.  The Meeting requested the FAO Secretariat to submit the finalized version 
to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for official endorsement.  
 

2) Draft conclusions and recommendations of the regional study on the feasibility of 
restocking and development of culture-based fisheries in Central Asia. 

 
78. The Meeting thanked the experts for the preparation of this high quality regional study. The 
Meeting agreed with the seven overarching principles identified by the regional study (i.e. ecosystem 
compatibility; compatibility with other uses; best available science and information; social and 
economic benefits; collaboration with the culture production sector; the regulatory process; public 
information) and the accompanying recommendations to the Commission and the national 
governments on culture-based fisheries and restocking in the region. The importance of fixing 
national regulatory frameworks for fisheries and aquaculture in the region, was considered a 
prerequisite for sustainable development of aquaculture and capture fisheries with the advice that 
regulatory frameworks should be simple and pragmatic to facilitate implementation. The Meeting 
adopted the Conclusions and Recommendations of the regional study and requested the FAO 
Secretariat to pass them forward to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for endorsement. 
 

3) Draft technical guidelines for sturgeon hatchery practices and management for release 

79. The Meeting thanked Prof. Chebanov, the World Sturgeon Conservation Society (WSCS), 
FAO and other participating institutions in the preparation of this document for their excellent work. 
The very informative presentation was highly appreciated. Some delegates informed the Meeting 
that their countries have started implementation of these draft guidelines and added that they look 
forward to more successful hatchery practices for sturgeon. 

80. Echoing the call from WSCS for the implementation of these guidelines, which are both 
urgent and timely, the Meeting adopted the Guidelines and recommended the Secretariat to submit 
document to the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission for official endorsement.  

81. The Meeting also recommended that these guidelines be presented officially to the 
Commission on Aquatic Bioresources of the Caspian Sea (CAB) requesting support for its 
implementation, that inter-sectoral relationships should be improved to increase success of 
implementation of the guidelines, and that CACFish should monitor the implementation of the 
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guidelines among its members on a biennial base, through a survey.   

Inaugural Meeting Agenda 

82. The Inaugural meeting Agenda as amended and presented by the FAO Secretariat was adopted 
by the Meeting, with a recommendation that an annotated agenda be produced. Such an annotated 
agenda will include, among other things, a “background presentation on the establishment process of 
the Commission” within Agenda item 1, “Opening of the Session”.  

Any Other Matters 
 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Statistics 
 
83. The Meeting also supported the “Recommendations for improving fishery information and 
needs for capacity building and regional cooperation” for the Commission, as made by the FAO 
“Regional workshop on fishery and aquaculture statistics, information, and trends: improving data 
collection, analyses and dissemination”, held in Antalya, Turkey, from 12-14 April 2011. The 
Secretariat was requested to submit the recommendations for official endorsement by the 
Commission at its Inaugural Meeting.  

Website 
 
84. The Meeting thanked the FAO Secretariat for its work on the bi-lingual (English and Russian) 
website of the Commission and for making available on-line the background documents for the 
Meeting. The newly established dedicated e-mail of the FAO Secretariat to the Commission was 
considered an improvement.  

National Focal Points for the Commission and representatives of the Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) 

85. The Meeting agreed that the endorsed Rules of Procedure and particularly Annex B and C, 
containing the Terms of Reference for National Focal Points to the Commission and members of the 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), need to be disseminated to the countries, in order to allow 
them to identify their National Focal Points and Representatives of the TAC in a timely manner, 
improve communication between countries and the FAO secretariat, and avoid delays in the 
organization of the upcoming meetings. It was recommended that non-member countries should 
ensure their participation in the TAC and to this end, provide the names of their representatives to the 
Secretariat.  

Observers to the Inaugural Meeting  

86. The Meeting agreed that all non-member countries of the Commission, which have 
participated in the establishment process of the Commission, should be invited as observers to the 
inaugural meeting.  

Recommendations  
 
87. The Meeting repeated the recommendation of the Third Intergovernmental Meeting that all 
countries concerned actively follow-up on the approval process of the Agreement on the Central 
Asian and Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission, and added that at least 6 
countries should have deposited their instruments of acceptance of the Agreement with the Director 
General of FAO by the Inaugural Meeting.  
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Follow-up actions  
 
88. The Meeting recommended that the following actions should be taken:  
 

1) The completion of the Second Session of the Preparatory Meeting should be extended to 
allow the Meeting to finalize and accept the draft Financial Regulations, through e-mail, 
before the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission. 

2) The countries should provide the FAO Secretariat with the official total inland capture 
fisheries and total inland aquaculture production figures (of 2009) in tonnes. In case only part 
of the national territory is considered to be covered in the area of CACFish also the 
production figures of inland capture fisheries and inland aquaculture of the regions concerned 
should be provided to the FAO Secretariat before 1 September 2011. The demarcations and 
names of the regions concerned should be communicated to the Secretariat as well. The FAO 
Secretariat will use this information to calculate, before the Inaugural Meeting, the expected 
member contributions to the administrative budget of the Commission.   

3) The countries should provide, before the end of October 2011, the FAO Secretariat with the 
names, titles and contact details of their National Focal Points to the Commission and their 
candidate national Representatives for the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) of the 
Commission.  

4) The countries should actively support the FAO Secretariat to seek extra-budgetary funding 
for the implementation of the Work Programme (2011 -2015) by advising the Secretariat on 
national and regional finance and assistance opportunities. 

5) The countries should provide their comments (if any) to the technical documents presented as 
interim technical advice and which were adopted by the Preparatory Meeting before  the end 
of August 2011 to the FAO Secretariat. 

6) The FAO Secretariat submit to the Inaugural Meeting and future Sessions of the Commission 
documents that are consistent with the Agreement.  

7) The FAO Secretariat should update the website and dedicated e-mail address of the 
Secretariat of the Commission in order to reflect the change in the acronym of the 
Commission from “CACFAC”  to “CACFish”.  

89. The Meeting expressed its thanks to the Government of Kyrgyzstan for having hosted the 
Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting and to the Government of Turkey for its kind offer to hold the 
Inaugural Meeting of the Commission in the period 19-21 December 2011 in Istanbul, Turkey.  

90. The Meeting also expressed its appreciation for the contribution of the FAO Secretariat. In 
particular, the Meeting wished to place on record its gratitude for the substantial contribution of Mr. 
Raymon Van Anrooy to the establishment of the Commission and the preparatory work for its 
inaugural meeting. The Meeting and its participants wished Mr. Van Anrooy well in his future 
endeavours. 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

91. The Chairman declared that the above Summary of conclusions and recommendations of the 
meeting was adopted on 23 June 2011 at 19.30 hours.   

92. The delegations thanked FAO, the Government of Kyrgyzstan and particularly the Department 
of Fisheries for the organization and hosting of the meeting. The great assistance of the project staff 
of GCP/KYR/003/FIN and GCP/RER/031/TUR to the meeting was commended by the delegations.   
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93. Mr. Van Anrooy, Secretary to the Commission, thanked the host, the delegates, the other 
members of the FAO Secretariat and the Chairman and vice-chairman for their collaboration in the 
successful conduct of the Meeting. He thanked the delegates, colleagues, the chairman, vice-chairman 
and observers for the friendship and excellent relationship developed during the establishment 
process of the Commission.  

94. The Chairman, Mr. Ozdemir, expressed his appreciation to all participants (delegates, 
observers, resource persons, project and Department of Fisheries staff) for their active contribution to 
the Meeting and to the FAO Secretariat for facilitating his task and the work of the vice-chairman Mr. 
Dogachiev during the meeting. He added that he hoped to see all delegates again at the Inaugural 
Meeting in December in Istanbul, Turkey.  He, then declared the Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting 
closed.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16

 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Agenda of the second session of the Preparatory Meeting 
 
 
Wednesday, 22 June  
Morning session 
0900 Registration of delegates 
0930  Opening  
0940 Introduction of delegates 
1000     Break  
1015 Adoption of the Programme  
 - Organization of the Preparatory Meeting session 
1030 Background presentation on the establishment process of the Commission  
1100     Presentation of the Draft Financial Regulations of the Commission 
1115     Discussion on and finalization of the Financial Regulations of the Commission 
1200 Lunch Break 
Afternoon Session 
1400     Presentation on the Acronym(s) and Logo of the Commission 
1415     Discussion on and finalization of the Acronym(s) and Logo 
1500 Break 
1515 Presentation on progress made in the implementation of the Draft 5-year Regional  Work 

Programme of the Commission 
1545     Discussion on the implementation of the Draft 5-year Regional  Work Programme 
1630     Presentation on the state of fisheries and aquaculture in the region 
1900 Dinner  
Thursday, 23 June 
Morning Session 
0900  Provision of interim scientific and technical advice to the Commission (interim TAC) 
            - Presentation on Better Management Practices (BMPs) for Carp Culture  
  - Presentation of the conclusions and recommendations of the Regional study on the 

feasibility of restocking and development of culture-based fisheries in Central Asia 
 
1015     Break 
 - Presentation on the Technical Guidelines for Sturgeon hatchery practices and management  
1100 Discussion on the interim scientific and technical advice to be forwarded to the Inaugural 

meeting for endorsement 
1200 Draft provisional agenda for the Inaugural meeting of the Commission  
1230    Any Other Matters 
1300    Lunch Break 
Afternoon Session  
1430- 16:30  Boat trip in Issyk Kul Lake  
1700 Adoption of the Recommendations and Draft Summary Report of the Meeting 
18 30  Final activities  
1930 Dinner  
    
Friday, 24 June 
0900   - 1300  A tour to the nearby mountains , including a traditional lunch by the side of the river.  
1300    Departure of the Delegations   
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List of Participants 

 
AZERBAIJAN  
Mr. Mehman AKHUNDOV 
Director, 
Azerbaijan Fisheries Research Institute,  
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of 
Azerbaijan Republic  
Address: Az 1008, 16, Demirchizadeh str, 
Baku, Azerbaijan 
Tel: + 994124962280 
Fax: +994124963037 
E-mail: azfiri@azeurotel.com 
 
Mr.Teymur SHAKARALIEV  
Head of the Legal Division,  
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, 
Azerbaijan  
Address: B.Aghayev str.. l00A 
Baku, Azerbaijan  
Tel: +994 124 977528 
Mobile: + 994 50 356 00 26  
Fax: +994 124 92 59 07  
E-mail: teymur.huquq@list.ru  
 
GEORGIA 
Mr. Fridon GAPRINDASHVILI  
Specialist , 
The Amelioration Division of the Agriculture 
Development Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture  
Address: Gelovani str.6.  
Tbilisi, Marshal.  
Tel: 00995 91221061 
Email: f.gaprindashvili@moa.gov.ge 
 
KAZAKHSTAN 
Mr. Galym ZHANSEITOV 
Head of the Fisheries and Aguatic 
Bioresources Department, 
State Fishery Committee  Ministry of 
Agriculture of the Republic  of Kazakhstan   
Address: Orynbor str. 8 “Dom Ministerstva” 
13/ Astana, Kazakhstan  
Tel: + 77172 741743 
Fax: +77172 742705 
Email: krh@minagri.kz  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KYRGYSTAN  
Mr. Kuban KASIEV  
Counselor of the Director ,  
The State Agency on environment protection 
and foresty under the Government of Kyrgyz 
Republic  
Adress: Toktogul str. 226  
Tel:  00996 312 35 30 94  
         00996 312 333217 
Mob : 00996 543 70 51 07  
 
Mr. Taalai SYDYKOV 
Director of International Relations 
Department, 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Kyrgyz Republic  
Address: 720040, Kievskaya 96 A,  
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  
Tel: 00996 312 62 36 15 
Fax:00996 312 62 36 32  
 
Mr. Dogdurbek DOGOCHIEV 
Director,  
Department of  Fisheries  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Kyrgyz Republic 
96 A Kievskaya Str., Office 710  
720040 Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic    
Tel.:  + (996 312) 623 729     
Fax:   + (996 312) 623 586 
Mobile:  + (996 555) 210 111    
 
Mr. Valeriy SITCHININ  
Governor , 
The Issil Kul oblast 
Kyrgyz Republic 
Adress: Issyk Kul regional administration  
Kara Kol city.  
Tel:00996 3922 500 04  
Fax: 00996 3922 522 27  
 
Mr. Bekmamat DJENBAEV  
Director,  
Biology and pedology institute of NAS  
Kyrgyz Republic 
Address:Bishkek, Chui Ave. 265 
Tel: 00996 312 39 19 47  
Fax:00996 312 39 20 68  
E-mail: bekmamat2002@mail.ru  
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Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs  
General Directorate of Agricultural Production 
and Development 

ANKARA 
Tel: + 90-312-286 75 92   
Fax: + 90-312-286 38 30 
E-mail: erkan.gozgozoglu@tarim.gov.tr 

 
Mr. Turgay TÜRKYILMAZ 
Section Director, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs  
General Directorate of Protection and Control 

 
Tel: + 90-312-425 50 13   
Fax: + 90-312-418 58 34 
E-mail: turgayt@kkgm.gov.tr 

 
Ms. Binnur CEYLAN 
Engineer , 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs,  
General Directorate of Agricultural 
Production and Development 
Address:  
Cankaya/ Ankara 
Tel: + 90-312-287 33 60 / 3078    
Fax: + 90-312-287 41 00 
E-mail: binceylan@yahoo.com 
 
UKRAINE 
Ms. Tetyana YAKOVLYEVA 
Head of Aquaculture and Reproduction 
Division , 
The State Agency for Fisheries of Ukraine 
Address: Artema str. 45 A.  
Kyiv, Ukraine  
Telephone: +38 044 484-63-50 
Fax: +38 044 484-63-51 
Mobile: +38 0503 57 14 15 
Email address: bluefield@bigmir.net 
Web address: www.dkrg.gov.ua 
 
Mr. Konstantyn DEMIANENKO 
Deputy Director, 
Research Institute for the Azov Sea  
Ph.D., an expert in fisheries  
Address: Komunarov str 8,  
Berdyansk, 71114 Ukraine 
Telephone:  +380 6153 36604 
Fax:  +380 6153 36604 
Mobile:  +380 503 227888 
Email address:  s_erinaco@rambler.ru 
Web address:  http://niam.org.ua  
 
 

Mr. Samat ALIEV  
Head, 
Department of livestock development and 
veterinary of the Ministry of Agriculture  
Kyrgyz Republic  
Address:720040 Bishkek, Kievskaya 96 A,   
Tel: 00996 312 62 36 27  
Fax:00996 62 36 32  
 
Ms. Nurgul KADYRBEK KYZY 
Specialist,  
Fisheries Department under the 
Ministry of Agriculture  
Kyrgyz Republic 
96 A Kievskaya Str., Office 710  
720040 Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic    
Tel.:  + (996 312) 623 729     
Fax:   + (996 312) 623 586 
Mobile:  + (996 770) 271 224  
E-mail: nurgulrg@mail.ru       
 
MONGOLIA  
Mr. Binderiya BATSUKH 
Officer of External Cooperation Division , 
MoFALI  
Address: Government building 9, Enkhtaivan 
Ave. 16 A, Ulaanbaatar- 210349 
Mongolia  
Tel: +976 51 26 19 08 
Fax:+ 976 11 26 28 53 
E-mail: binderiya@mofa.gov.mn  
 
TAJIKISTAN  
Ms. Svetlana BALKHOVA  
FishDev National Project Coordinator, 
Republic of Tadjikistan  
Address: Rudaki 44/175 MoA  
734025 Dushanbe, Tajikistan  
Tel: +992 37 221 13 68 
Fax:+992 918 640409 
E-mail: svetlana@tojikiston.com 
 
TURKEY 

 
Director 
Central Fisheries Research Institute 
Directorate of Central Fisheries Research 
Institute, 

,Yomra/TRABZON 
Tel: + 90-462-341 10 55  
Fax: + 90-462 341 11 52 
E-mail: aozdemir@sumae.gov.tr 
 

 
Head of Department ,  

 
 

Head of Department ,  
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OBSERVERS  
 
CaspEco 
Ms. Parvin FARSHCHI 
CaspECO Project Manager, 
Caspian Environment Programme 
Tel: +7 7172 79 83 20 (direct), 
        +7 7172 79 83 07 (ext. 101) 
Mobile: +7 7029618426 
Email: parvin_farshchi@caspeco.org 
 
RESOURCE PERSONS   
Dr. Andrew THOPRE  
Professor of Development Economics, 
Economics Department,  
University of Portsmouth, 
Address: Richmond Building, Portland Street, 
Portsmouth, P01 3DE UK. 
Tel: +44 23 92 84 42 51 
Fax:+44 23 92 84 85 02  
E-mail: Andy.Thorpe@port.ac.uk 
 
Dr. Benjamin DRAKEFORD 
Lecturer, 
Economics Department , University of 
Portsmouth 
Address: Richmond Building, Portland Street, 
Portsmouth, P01 3DE UK. 
Tel:+ 44 02392 84 85 13 
Fax:+44 02392 84 85 02 
E-mail: ben.drakeford@port.ac.uk  
 
Mr. Mikhail CHEBANOV  
Director, 
South Branch Federal Center of Selection and 
Genetics for Aquaculture 
Address: 59 Gimnasitcheskaya St., 350000, 
Krasnodar, Russian Federation 
Tel./Fax: +7 (861) 262-96-71, 
                +7 (861) 262-38-59  
E-mail: MChebanov@rambler.ru;  
             MChebanov@gmail.com 
Web:     www.sturgeon.su 
 
Dr. Andras WOYNAROVICH 
FAO Consultant, 
Address:1123 CSORS2 4.5 Budapesht  
Hungary  
Tel:+36 1 214 90 65 
Fax:+36 1 214 90 65 
Mobile:+36 20 549 779 
E-mail: awoy@mail.datanet.hu 
 
 
 

Ms. Roseanna AVENTO  
Coordinator MSc., 
University of Eastern Finland  
Kuopio Campus, Department of Biosciences  
P.O. BOX 1627 
FI-70211 Kuopio, Finland  
+358 40 355 3828 
roseanna.avento@uef.fi  
www.uef.fi  
 
Ms. Bermet TAZHIBAEVA 
Master’s Degree Student, 
University of Eastern Finland  
Kuopia Campus, Department of Biosciences  
P.O. BOX 1627 
FI-70211 Kuopio, Finland  
www.uef.fi  
 
GCP/KYR/003/FIN  
Mr. Sunil SIRIWARDENA  
International Team Leader , PhD 
Support to Fishery and Aquaculture 
Management in Kyrgyz Republic  
Address: Kievskaya str. 96 A 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  
Tel: +996 312 62 37 33 
Fax: +996 771 129 129  
Email: Sunil.Siriwardena@fao.org  
 
Mrs. Mairam SARIEVA 
Monitoring and Control Surveillance 
Coordinator , 
Address: Kievskaya str. 96 A 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  
Tel:+996 312 623733 
Mobile:+996 773 569645 
E-mail: mairam.sarieva@fao.org  
 
Ms. Olimpia ADAMBAEVA 
Administrative Assistant, 
Address: Kievskaya str. 96 A 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  
Tel: +996 312 62 37 33 
Fax: +996 771 129 129  
Email: Olimpia.Adambaeva@fao.org  
 
Mr. Bakyt KULOV  
IT Specialist, 
Address: Kievskaya str. 96 A 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  
Tel: +996 312 62 37 33 
Fax: +996 771 129 129  
Email: Bakyt.Kulov@fao.org  
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Ms. Aijan KYDYRALIEVA  
Translator,  
Address: Kievskaya str. 96 A 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan  
Tel: +996 312 62 37 33 
Fax: +996 771 129 129  
Email: Aijan.Kydyralieva@fao.org  
 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS 
Mr. Blaise KUEMLANGAN  
Chief, 
Development Law Service  
Legal Office 
Address: Vialle delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome Italy 
Tel: + 39-06-57054080 
E-mail: blaise.kuemlangan@fao.org  
 
Mr. Raymon VAN ANROOY 
Fishery and Aquaculture Officer, 
Sub-regional Office for Central Asia 
(FAOSEC) 
Address: Ivedik Cad. No.55 Yenimahalle 
Ankara, Turkey 
Mobile: +90-0533 705 50 74 
Tel: +90-312-3079520 
Fax:+90-312-3271705 
E-mail: Raymon.vanAnrooy@fao.org 

Address: 1068 Budapest Benczur utca 34. 
Tel: (+36-1) 461-2019  
Email: thomas.mothpoulsen@fao.org 
 
Mr. Ozgur ALTAN 
Aquaculture Specialist, 
Sub-regional Office for Central Asia 
(FAOSEC) 
Address: Ivedik Cad. No.55 Yenimahalle 
Ankara, Turkey 
Mobile: +90-0533 364 73 63 
Tel: +90-312-3079536 
Fax:+90-312-3271705 
E-mail: Ozgur.Altan@fao.org 
 
Mr. Haydar FERSOY 
Fisheries Management Expert, 
Sub-regional Office for Central Asia 
(FAOSEC) 
Address: Ivedik Cad. No.55 Yenimahalle 
Ankara, Turkey 
Tel: +90-312-3079542 
Fax:+90-312-3271705 
E-mail:  Haydar.Fersoy@fao.org 
 
Ms. Kiyal GUZEL  
Administrative and Secretary Assistant , 
Sub-regional Office for Central Asia 
(FAOSEC) 
Address: Ivedik Cad. No.55 Yenimahalle 
Ankara, Turkey 
Tel: +90-312-3079524 
Fax:+90-312-3271705 
E-mail: Kiyal.Guzel@fao.org 
 

 
Mr. Thomas MOTH-POULSEN 
Fishery Officer, 
Sub-regional Office for Central and Eastern 
Europe 
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(Blurb for Back Cover of report) 

 
The Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting on the Establishment of the Central Asian and Caucasus Regional 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission (Cholpon Ata, Kyrgyzstan, 22 -24 June 2011) was convened at the 

invitation of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic. The Meeting was hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture of 
the Kyrgyz Republic and was organized by the FAO Subregional Office for Central Asia. 

 
The Meeting, which was the second session of the Preparatory Meeting, finalized and made progress on the 
most required background documentation for the Inaugural Meeting of the Commission. The Meeting also 
discussed and approved the interim technical advice presented, consisting of the “Draft Better Management 

Practices for Carp Production in Central and Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia”, “Draft conclusions 
and recommendations of the regional study on the feasibility of restocking and development of culture-based 

fisheries in Central Asia”, and the “Draft technical guidelines for sturgeon hatchery practices and management 
for release”. 
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