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Introduction

Peopl e have been writing syllabics using their own style, depending on where they
learned the system, which community they come from, how old they are and what
pronunciation they use. This manual has been prepared to help people write the Cree

syllabicsin amore consistent way.

Cree Language and Culture teachers and linguists together with the Education
Consultants in Cree Programs have been working toward a consistent spelling system for
the Southern and for the Northern dialects for many years. The processis still ongoing
and this manual will be updated periodically. There have been spelling revisions since
the first Cree Lexicon was published in 1987; the revision of the old lexicon will

incorporate the spelling changes.
Although each Cree community in the James Bay area has its own distinct style of

speaking the language, there are two main dialects of Cree with different pronunciations,

so there are two main ways of spelling - Northern and Southern.
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Syllabic Chart

\Y
e
-V
we
V \4
pwe pe
U U
twe te
q q
kwe ke
1 1
chwe che
1 i
mwe me
o) O
nwe ne
- -
lwe le
Y Y
swe se
-\ \
shwe she
4 4
ywe ye
v U
rwe re
v \V4
vwe ve
U ¢
thwe the
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A A
i i
‘A A
wi Wwii
A A
pi pii
N N
ti tii
P P
Ki Kii
r r
chi chii
r r
mi mii
o o
ni nii
'r
li lii
o)
S Sii
S S
shi shii
~ ~
yi yii
n A
ri rii
AN AN
Vi Vii
Q 0
thi thii

>
u

>
wu

- Eastern James Bay

D>
uu

>
wuu

>
puu
tuu
kuu
chuu
muu
nuu
luu
suu
N
shuu
yuu
ruu

vuu

thuu

o A

cha

tha

thaa

Finals

u
< <
pwaa p
C C
twaa t
b b
kwaa k
lJ L
chwaa ch
|_ L
mwaa m
o
nwaa
¢ (3
lwaa I
L\ N
swaa S
‘o (<
shwaa sh
|7 v
ywaa y
q S
rwaa r
< <
vwaa v, f, ph
C’ c
thwaa th
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Part One: Dialect Differences

1.1  The syllabic chart

The full syllabic chart shows all the symbols that are used in writing Eastern
James Bay Cree. Some symbols are used only in the Southern dialect, not in the
Northern, as explained below.

1.2 North - South differences

Speakers from Wemindji, Chisasibi, Whapmagoostui, and sometimes Eastmain
ued, <, L, L, a, L, cringteadof V, V, U,1, 1, o, 4, "\.

ueA, N, P, AT, oo P, S, P.

Southern Northern
<d-ob° Ada e
C'ble N"bLe
b<¢ PAC
L'bV~ rp<le
Lra "Ab> MYo"Ap>
al® oL®

Nbe ’be
Ve S<rLe
L'Ma bt ~'Mot

Revised April 2004

Southern Northern
Ve e
V9 <pd
U-V"Ab> C-<"Ape
9o -<J<L¢ bo<ALC
1be Lb>
TIAA LLAA®
»-<° a-<°
S N
PRV I
4pe Lo
The Northern speakersdonotuse<, C, b, L, L, a, N, ¢», Y butinstead
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However, < isused in both Northern and Southern dialects at the beginning of aword, and
after " in some verbs.

Southern Northern
qn"e <qn"d
<|"-\d <|"-\d
<L "
>CL"qt >CriqL

1.3 Eastmain speakers

In Eastmain, speakers use both Southern and Northern pronunciations since the
community is on the boundary of the two dialect areas. Sometimes the two
pronunciations are used in asingle word, or show up in the written form.

14 N /P, A N “and v, Sy, &, 00, @
Both these sets are used in writing East Cree words. I1n some communities speakers do
not pronouncethe v, J', «~, ¢», < thesameway as other communities and may want
to check their spelling with the lexicon.

SP?2PANKNS VS o on ©
\q \n©

Pa° S'b?

I>A" SSde

NS N

A< Sb°

YA (3

NG VAT

1.5 Writing v at the end of a word

Thereis atendency for speakersin Eastmain to pronounce ¢ instead of U at the end of
words. Specia attention is needed when writing final b.

Write... Not...
Ap<v Apd©

VvV o< VvV o<bie
v Al'UL" v AJ'ULC
ApdhqpL Apdhqpc

Revised April 2004 4 Southern Spelling Manual



1.6 Inland and Coastal differences in the pronunciation

Thereisadialect difference between Inland and Coastal speakersin the pronunciation of
certain words such as the ones below. Words in the lexicon which differ are marked

'‘coastal or 'inland'.

Coastal
oL
o<
oMM
An<d
MArs>ARS
-Mb>ARS
PYPAD>ARS
Apopee
ALc
Ar-due
An<t9e
Apn<deoUe
Apo<
Anre
Ab'ns
<"AA

> TATNe
e

MA<S
<I>A"°
>'rd
><Vb !
VUt
<PPobt
SB>U°

P>

p<

Revised April 2004

Inland
olLpe
oo <
oo Nob
Ad
MAre>ASD
ob>AD
PYPADAD
Aaree
Ad-c
AodU°
A 55-9°
As-Ue
Aos<
AoTa
Aa"n?
<"A
>,
Seire
MALS
q>ne
>'rde
©-<{Vb e
VbUI(Ct
<’N“bt
SVe

b .

bor<
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Part Two: Pb»Cbe! The Use of Dots

2.1 Dots Over a Syllabic Symbol

The dot above a syllabic symbol marks along vowel. The dot can be used over the A set,
the < set or the > set. Thereisno dot over the V set.

Short (no dot) Long (with dot)
i A~dUP ArS i

wi o -Abbe Ara wii
pi AT<< AT<<d pii

ti n<e N-<¢ tii

i pPre p< kii
chi  ra° fa° chii
T FrA mii
ni oA oA” nii

S P P> Sii
shi  J'be So'> shii
u PI<"> < uu
pu  ><uUe >5-° puu
tu d-<j° D<o tuu
ku  dCA° de kuu
chu Ldo J'Jsra>A  chuu
mu  JiSd Iy muu
nu  oVsad SC"<L nuu
su  AAU° A'be suu
shu Jeoo° QG 90 shuu
yu e <ne yuu
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Short (no dot) Long (with dot)

a «ard <"r9 aa
wa Qe e waa
pa <"be <'bot paa
ta C'Mo° ¢'Poo taa
ka b1 b bC (Y kaa
cha LU'bVv~ L6594 chaa
ma LP<< Lr<<d maa
na  al<d arve naa
sa  hNbve WN-vL<1°  saa
sha "ap1° &"9"Ab>  shaa
ya  L'robt Lave yaa

2.2  Dots in Front of Syllabic Symbol

Dots are written before a syllabic symbol and indicate a w sound before the vowel, or
between the consonant and the following vowel.

e V4 ‘V<obl we

a drbe 2 [l wa

i A4Sd> ‘A4” Wi

ii A<N® A<t wii
aa <d<ne <o waa
pe V(e QA pwe
paa <-p LoD pwaa
te U-V"Abe ‘U">Lb* twe
taa CACde C<d twaa
ke q"q¢ QU kwe
kaa C"be C"be kwaa
chaa Lo ‘Lbc chwaa
me b o L7 mwe
maa Lb L9 mwaa
naa fra° M-a.° nwaa
se >4 V< ALY swe
she n\dv Lo—\° shwe
yaa L < Lene ywaa
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Part Three: Syllabic Finals

The syllabic finals are asmall version of the last column of regular size symbols on the
chart. They are used mainly at the ends of words. * and  and "' are a'so used in the
middle of words. The syllabic finals may be used alone or in a set of two or three, but no
more than three in arow are used. When there are three in arow, the last oneis aways".

3.1 Small syllabic symbols at the end of the word

One symbol Two symbols Three symbols

rAten

.<jo .<jo||

a Ve a el

C< 4d|l< 4d|l<|l

A< A<l

[>H'bc DHBCII

<C |'IIC [‘IICII

nb Uvp!Clie

rwmd qmlld qmlldll

<kt >NLLI

qu DCLII

>C<Le >C<Lan D>C<Lg ol

rcs FCan

<4 <L-<jgen

.<]<o. Awc CAea

.A.<jo o-Nb o-bll
Dd—mb Dé_wbll
4["\6 qr'\dll
CAS<
>N« c
rind

Revised April 2004
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3.2 No t or «inthe middle of aword

Do not write the small syllabic finalst and  inwords like the ones below; note
however that many small symbols are used in the middle of personal names.

Write...
CoU"
<o U"
o
LoUe®
o
oD"dr*
oD"Ct
oD">
o Crvd'
AF<S
qr<d
AT <d

3.3 ® and 9 at the end of a word

Only asmall number endin ®

b
dce
A”dCh
b

ohb

Ve
[>6-b

o4

V o VrLb

H'Ilb
<o Pb

JVHb
>5Phb

Revised April 2004

Not...
ceu"
<=u"
<qer
LeUe°
apd
“D"dpe
“o"Ct
«d"p>
o Ctvd'
AL
Jt<d
AL

most wordsend in 9.
.'Ld
Fo-N9d
ACAIMN9
f]d
L~N9
-Ac-\V9
.Ao_wd

Moo

<4Yo"Cba A9

Mo"Ad
b9

PLd
>Spap<d

and many more
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You must pay attentionto ¢ and ® at the end of verbs.

b ba-Vp'C'e b ba-Vr'CTe
b D>CL"q"® b >CL"179

For most words ending in 9 be careful towrite A, N, J*, o-andnot >,J, e, o

before final 9.

Write... Not...
r<nd Rk
MfoAd Mfo>d
N N
> yd D> eud
AL'Ne / Aa"ne AL"De /1 Ag DY
N9 D9
S<LNe S<BDI
S<oNd S<oDd

Certain words, however, use <, not A inthe Southern.

Southern Northern
br<e bULAY
-Arr<d {APPAY
>5rhr<d >SPSPAY
MA-V<d

ACNIT"C ACNA"NY
<g"ge <"d"Ne
a<p'cd a<r'nd
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3.4  How the small syllabic symbols change when an ending is added.

3.4.1 Words ending with <, ¢, & bt L a &5 o

Animate Plural Suffix
When you add this ending, just make the final big, thenadd “*. Use <, ¢, b, L, a, &,

(%)

SU< S

ALwe /1 Ag ¢ ALCl 1 Aaier
> >1bY

it <LLY

Vi'be Vi'bal

a1 a 1KY

g« L-<Jen¥

L ocative Suffix
When you add the locative ending, meaning 'in, at, to, on' etc, changethesmall <, ¢, ®, b,
Lo, 8 2 tobign, N, P, P, T, o, P, U

e FPAIL
<b< <bANL
>Nk >pnv
L P

Qb Qi
vr-be VI'-bo i
a1t o 1P
FA” FASI
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Diminutive Suffix
When you add the diminutive ending you usually change the small syllabic final <, ¢, ®,
L L e tobign, N, P, P, T, o

4" <d"'A”
I_Hc I—Ilnm
>b >P«
v 4pe
<L <ire
vIr'-be VI 'be

Be careful with the diminutive of words where final * changesto J*¢ or “. In addition,
the following changes may takeplace N, A, 2, D, €, -Cchangetol, f, J, J, L,
Landr, P, A, d, L, ‘§ changeto , &, ~, &, &, o

rcs rCe
a1t VA
<pPS <pfe
‘>N ‘>N
>C<e >L<av

Another exception is the change of final ® to I in afew words:
ohb o re
Possessive Suffix

When the possessive endings are added, little <, ¢, &, L, & o 5 ¢ becomehig A,
n,e,r,T o ¢, J

S < oS SAL
e olMnt
ge odPL
L o-<prL
b o 1"bot
a1t oo lPt
<rbw o CMbut
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Hereisasummary of how the finalswill change:

Animate Diminutive L ocative Possessive
Plural
SS< S oL SPAC SPAN oS SAL
>0¢ >Lce >LN- >LAm slnt
>nb >1bv >IP« >ptv oP
<kL <LLY <hre <hr
VI'be VIbat VI'bo VI'bo
a1® a TRt I, oI o 1P" oot
<rbe <Arbent <Arbve <Arby o Clout
3.4.2 Words ending with ¢
Thelittle ¢ changes to big d when an ending is added.
Animate Diminutive Locative Possessive
Plural
<N"d <N"dv <n'd~ <Nd oCN"dt
<9 <rsdv rsd« <qrsd"v oCrhdt
<sptd <spidv <5 ride <sprdht
-J<hd -J<hdY -<J<hdw -J<hd" o-<4<hdt
L9 Lav -Ld” -La" o-Ld+

3.4.3 Words ending with °
When the animate plural ending is added to a noun, the ° becomes b>.
a Ve aVpl

LoUe LoUupt

When the animate plural ending is added to a verb, the © becomes B>.

o<° o<pt
1C-ve 1CVPpL
<< <L
dCA° JCAPDY
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When the diminutive, locative or possessive ending is added to anoun, the © is dropped.

a Ve
LoUe°
>rLe

Diminutive

aVve
LoU*
>rLe

L ocative/
Simulative

a v
LoUn
>rLt

Possessive

ooVt
olLoUt

Sl

If theword endsin °, and an ending is added, the ° is kept only if the suffix is™.

a Ve
LoUe®

3.4.4 Some Exceptions

é_\/oll

LoUen

Be careful of the following wordswheret becomesd, * becomess and
“ becomes e When an ending is added.

<Nt
Art
J'-\
>

More examples:

<ant
<NJd"6e
<NIcLa b A
<INJIA-A"
<Ndbe
<Nd-N-be
<Ndie
<INIcLatd
<NJdbl?
<JNJree

Revised April 2004

Plural

<Ndv

AP JY

dAv

>0l
Art
ArJ'be
Arlra"Ab>
APJ-VLA
AP I
INS
Arle
APl
o APt

14

L ocative
andm
A Jie
JjAn
>eulll

IR
Jae
dere
dA%s
dAv
_jm
oAt
Jam

Diminutive
<rle
Arle

Jeo®

<G>

g>v
<>l
<I>eo'"b
<>l Pt
>0
<>eohde
<I>eohe
<>a>No
<J>eo15b>
>N
>eor<A
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35 »and ¢

Here are some words with » and “ before a consonant. These sounds may be difficult to

hear for some speakers, so check with the lexicon.

sk
[d-Ve
<~d
bt
>5be

sch
ApSrre
AaSrre
AP
o

1L ohN
<“Pa b
Qb
b b
o <JASY
bsrae

LPPobA

Revised April 2004

shk
Lwd-<°
d-bl
L<d-A°
bbbt
<edip
<“d-o°

shch
Jo1o°
<ot
doped-ve
i VA
PoPA”
d-Ceb
& oL
Sl
LbSP>
A“bN°

st
-JNHhge
<~Ns
r-<e

sp

o "AC-V°
MAcCJ-Ve
bS AL
rs>e

d~>
M<bN®
AL AL
Y%
M<be
r<rd

sht
<J“Ualt
<JeN"AN°
aCV

<L C'd>
geCe
N

shp
P>
ACAH°
ACNAJ
<r Lo
<L AN
AN &
e AS>
<JeA“CLe
NN
Ar<L°
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3.6

3.6.1

4il4.<4be  The use of the " (h) final

The" (h) symbol isadifficult oneto use correctly. There are afew placeswhereitis
used predictably, mostly in grammatical endings, but otherwise, you haveto train
yourself to hear it when you pronounce aword.
The!" (h) symbol does not occur at the beginning of aword, except in names.

I\vAN ng.<jsc nga

Iy —o ngn [\viel

"(h) in the middle of a word

The " isused in the middle of aword between two vowel sounds or before a consonant.
Here are some examples:

BeforeA, A, B, B>, 4, <, -4 Before A, A, >, >, <, <, <
VIIV 4d|l<
DA [p-<i<
B> RUEUS
>NNAN® >N<
G-v e DUArL
<MAA >rbNi<
o<NIve LObN<
LN1Ab> DI
LA i<
LYo "Ab> <>
Beforen, N, J, D, ¢, -C, ¢ Beforef, f, J, J, L, L, v
s Allne
\Villg® >
>iNe >njye
>iye Al
ArD A Linpe
ADNY° Anp ]
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b"c
ohyPe
>HC-All
UNC>-A>

BeforeP, P, d, d, b, ‘b, b, ¢
<idd
qnme
Alld
Lup
g
Dlige
>ligLn
>hp1e
i
Liipe
<M

slipre
<npd
>
SN, <o°

Before®, &, <, <, b, ‘b
d
~<JAl4e
rndi4e
4li4o
Poi4e
Ao
Al4d
a Vihge
didepL
jug.ge
quPHCL

Y ou can hear the" sound clearly when you say these pairs of words:

With " (h)
[hd
7'
Ao
>qe
L14e
L"d"°
L'p
vice
>"PAC
<"AMCe
rc

Revised April 2004

Without " (h)

17

rd

7D
.A<‘o
B>ne
40
Ld\e
LP
Ve
>PACH
<AU°
rcs
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3.6.2 "at the end of a word

At the end of aword " (h) syllabic symbol is used to mark grammatical categories such
as inanimate plural of nouns, obviative of animate nouns, locative of nouns, imperative

marker of verbs and in afew other places.

Inanimate plural marker

Nouns:
Singular
>C<L
LPa"Ab*
I—uc
1-b<d
i>c
N<PI-A
Abbe
>pC

Verbs:

[en®
<<
ru.'bo
\/uc'dc.
6d*
Mo Nd*
Lre
-<J-yUe
<<e

Revised April 2004 18

PIuraI
>C<Len
LPa"Abet
|'IICII

bl

'Dcu
N<Pl-Ach
-AbeN
[>|JCII

[l
<< 5 !
[.pon
\/uc'dc_u
g
p.é_kdchll
Lpen
Jeyen
_<'<'ou
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Animate obviative marker

Possessed animate nouns

" (h) isused for when the possessor " (h) is not used when the possessor
isthird person (he, she, they) isfirst or second person (I, you, we)
D>IC-Al D>IC- AN S"CA

>"C-A-<on D>"C-A-<on S"CAa e

D>b-Al >b-Ad obA

>b-<Jon D>b-A-<Jel ob-Aa*

[>dhi >dpdi od"

>dr-<Jel >dr-<o" odra®

> >Ur<n oUt

>Ur-<en >Ur-<en rPUr o

D><bJ I D><p N bl

>LLLn >LLr<N oLLLY

D>LLM-<en D>LLr<! olLlLlaal

Aswell, an animate noun that is the object of a verb in a sentence with athird person
subject addsan ' (h).

do LN o b
<o <I<Te UM,

do <4< DAULI,

do QLT° Qod" ANty
d& <APT1° U,

' (h) asamarker of time
" (h) can be added to an expression of time, when talking about a habitual or repetitive action.
Vod AP AN "D Lo

T, Pkl h>e,
VSdt Lo rh>e,
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I (h) asamarker of Imperative verbsfor second person singular forms.

o<° o<
<qprece <prece
[o"9° [o-"qn
<> <<t
APb> NG
obd o bt
ll gt
< <
"Mkt Cipeen

Note that " (h) is used for the command forms'do it to it' and 'do it to me' but not for 'do

itto him'.
(doitto) it (doitto) me (do it to) him
aye Q. ol Qe
>NAU° >PACH >PACH >MA
-<<7° << <<t <<t
[8d-ve Y g rd
Lo-u° Lo Lol Loco
Habitual verbs

" (h) can be added to verb forms to indicate a habitual or predictable action or event.

V IrAbe LpAGen

b rribe b rrAben
1 IPALe 1 AL
rap<,L Papa<,
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3.6.3 Locative suffix

In the locative marker for nouns and particlesthe " is used before v. Note that not all

particles of location use "v.

" (h) is used
Particles:
>CHu
A"ColMe
oCri
b
L
&borllt
VANSAN IR
o"A- AV
al"MAgv
arvnriv
&"Civ

Nouns:
L ocative

S AL
Lb"Abo it
Ar e
Fr-<U AN
Thba v
U'C>- Aot
"
[Pda"Nghv
Lra"Abo It

" (h) isnot used

@
ucpv
NA“dY
RO
SY
len"cy
>sNCdoY

Non-locative

A

Lb"Ab>

Art

[P-<n<

Tba® or 1°bo
u"C>-A*

<4f

Pda"Nd
LPa"Abe

Note that another ending which sounds exactly like the locative can be added to nouns
for people and animals. Thisisthe simulative suffix and istrandated as'likea ...".

aVe man
<Nt dog
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a V" likeaman
<Nt like adog

Southern Spelling Manual



3.6.4 "(h)in verb suffixes

If averb endsint or ¢, these finalswill changeto " when ' or® isadded asa
conjunct verb ending.

Al e vV Al e
CdSe vV Cduie
<<t v << Ce
erL v rkbllb
FA® V &AL
Pl-Ae vV QLA
5d* vV sdiiv
Mg de V rahdit
>PACH vV D>PACHe

The endings of some verbs change the final = to "' before v in the plural form:

b o<be (&)
b o< (&)
b d<nrie (&)
b Jd<neii (e7)
b A™DCLe (&)
b A"CLIL (&)

Other verbs endings change thefinal = to" before ¢ in the plural form:

b o<pe )
b o<pMe (o)
b d<nrpe (&)
b <I<nrpid (o)

For Inland speakers, thereisan " in some endings.

I nland Coastal
slas V slTa o V sTa b
[PAa o V Pha s V Phasv
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3.7 Large syllabic symbols that sound like finals

There are some sounds for which no final exists. In this case alarge syllabic without a dot has been
used, but is not fully pronounced, much like the final .

oD

oL

In afew number words a final 'u’ sound may be heard, but there has been a decision not
towriteit. The'u'" sound can be clearly heard when a suffix is added to the number:

rcie rcnce

V5 den< Vides<o
Feoch< T <O

o Deh< D enr <0
o> H< >0
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Part Four: A, A and

It is easy to be confused about which of these symbolsto write, as they often sound the
same in pronunciation. Here are afew examples and rules.

4.1 A or » at the end of words

Some words end with A and other with ™. For instance, the words having to do with
liquid end with <A.

Nouns ending with A

>1A >CA >'"AMbA YN <o dA <I>A
><bCA D>SABA  <dAA >M<'dA  JdSa>A
<A D>1NCA DSbA oA >edA  CADa>A
F<A > 1CA >rUSbA >AA >d'CdA  D>rba>A
d"deo’bA <d"dA Ada>A

>'ObA  <IMd"DA A"dA

-ACbA >N"dA

Particles ending with A

<A L"recA o A
Nouns endingwith ™ or &

>UM Ap A s
Particles ending with ™

e
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These words are more irregular than words with end in a small symbol, as the ending
changes in un predictable ways when a suffix is added. Some words drop the A and
others do not when a diminutive, locative or possessive suffix isadded. Pay attention to
the endings, asthey are very irregular. If the previous<, C, b isshort (nodot), then
changeitto <, €, b. Sometimesthefina A changesto -b.

>CA
><bCA
<A
<A
D>JSbA
D>SAbA
>rUsbA
-ACbA
PMObA
<JCA
><bCA
>1A
A"dA
NN
<AAA
>ncGA
D>AA
<adA
><dA
<d"dA
<I>A
Jdra>A
>U"A
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Diminutive

>Ce
>bCe
f<A®
F<A®
>Jbe
> Abe
>rLsbe
-ACb*
rHbe
.<]C'm
>bCe
>IA”
.A".‘bw
FoA”
AAD?, IAA”
D> rcoAY
>de DAA”
da-b”
b
<d"dA”
<I>A”

Jdras>e, Jdra>Ae

DU"Am

25

Locative

Scn

>« bCiv
P A
J<Am
>J bl
>SAblv
>PiNbiv
AChIv
Pyt
"

> pCiv
>TANL
Alpiiv
MG AL
<AAGANL
DG AL
> Al

o -blv
|>w.i)llb’ >odAllv
<d"dAll
<> Al
Jdoa S
>U"AlL

Possessive

o>Ct
5-bCt
oN<AL
P <Al
> bt
>SAbt
>PLobt
-ACht
robL
o<1t
5-bCL
O 1AL
O_.A".E,L’ A'd AL
ol oAl
o CAA
(not said)
St
ocadA
bt

o Cd"JAt
o C>A
cJla St
5 "At
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42 A and A inthe middle of a word

After (h) " thelong A is used:

Lo "AN®
>CL"AN®
V<"AN®
Mb"Ane
LC"AN°

LPa "Abe
>CL"Ab>
V<"Ab>

Mb"Abe
LC"Ab>

Some words with short A inthe middle are:

<A<~
VAV

43 Using

LAU
<JAHY

™ isused instead of A in many words:

oLpe
r4me
LRAUC
LRSb
LRPAUC

™ isused in some verb endings:

(o)
(")
(A)

(%)

(P 5)
(M-<°)
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ochProo
r4ptct
LAACH
LAbL
LAPAC
<o b
o<lpe b
o< b
<P b
o< b
o< b
<49 b

26

dAHd

< (inland)

(words for thinking)

(words for stroking, brushing)
(words for shore, edge)
(words for tearing)

<AL
<AARe
NS
<AAPRY
<AL
NP
<AN49
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(-A-<°) b o<C° b <AN-Ce
b <<t b od"
b d<a b odon
b -<J<muL b sdomur

Use ™ inlonger words made from words which end in <<

AIMP<d AP AIye AP<pICe
Ar<d Ar<pye Ar<pice
>4<d >Y<pIve >Yy<piCe
PP LIPS AV rrippnCe
<< <LpIve <<Lpice
DI L >ir<prCe
>N"r<< >N"P<AIVO >N"r<prCe
<Jrb<d Jrb<pIVe -<Jrb<prCe
C"d"r<<d C"d"P<pIVe C"d'r<prce
aNr<< ANr<pIve aNr<pnce

4.4  New spelling for €° and Cd=, DCt and DC-V°

Note that the words A'"C® and A"Cd=, A"DCL and A"IC-V°, begin with Al... whichis
often not pronounced. Neverthelessit iswritten. It can be heard clearly when a prefix is
added to the word or the first vowel is changed.

Write... Not...
ANCo Co
A'Cd= Cd*
ADCH Dl
ADCVe DC-e
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Part Five: Syllabic Symbols at the beginning of a word (and
elsewhere)

5.1 Short Aor datthe beginning

In many words the short A or < at the beginning is not pronounced in ordinary fast
speech. However, you can hear it again when a prefix is added to the beginning of a
word. Make suretowritethe A or <, even when it isnot audible or pronounced.

A-b"UL it
A-<Le <q-dNe
A-dU° NS
A“A <«4d"Ce
Ak.qo <an
A'\.qw <|'Hd
A-<dU®° «arle
A-<dre <q-bA"Ua b
ANt dlb”
b
4/\Ilbo.
q-Ce
AAS LA
<4< QLA

52 -Aand-A
Words beginning with -A and A sound alike. It is best to memorize the short list of words, which

begin with -A.
‘A Wi ‘A wii
A" calf of leg A-<e them
AL her/his body Ao hiswife
A her/his bladder A-AC his bag, |oad, container

Note the changes in the possessed forms of these two words:

AL AL ‘Abbe

D>LPL her/hismeat AL  her/higlits flesh >Lbe her/his plate
oS¢t my meat oz  myflesh o7b> my plate
dbrt yourmeat P your flesh dbe your plate
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53 A+ at the end of aword

A noun can be made from averb by adding -:A®.

u'c> U'C>-Ae
<qprUve <Pr'V-Ae
PhdCLN® PN dCLN-Ae
APc"bd APc"bl A

5.4 o atthe beginning of aword

In many words, which begin with o=, there is atendency to write this syllabic symbol as a
small §. Thissymbol isused only at the end of words.

Write... Not...
o D"dpe a)ligpe
o end
oD"> eHup>
oD-<<1° *)-g<7°
oCrm e
o C-JS/L eC-JSL

Some of the number words are pronounced two ways, with or without o~ at the

beginning.
d-Cv od-Cov SiX
76 o° obao° eight
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5.5 [ atthe beginning of aword
Often words, which are written with I at the beginning, are pronounced with < or *.
The big  should still be written before N, J, C.
Write... Not...
rut <Ut
rPC-<JSt eC-<JSt
rCo “Cot
rceoNe “CeON*
Also before ...
Write... Not...
Pl g PTh9e
reoree SPOTPe
5.6 rinthe middle of aword...
Write... Not...
VD VSD
[A"PSD AN
<f>Nalt < Nat
b"MPeNat b-Nat
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Part Six: Adding endings to nouns and verbs

6.1 Adding an suffix to nouns which end in °

When a diminutive, locative or possessive suffix is added to most words that end in °, the
° isdropped (see also section 3.4.3 above).

a Ve
AS-9°
>rLe
ASa°
><bN°

a’l°

A4°
LoUe
ArdU®°
ob®
<JA"da°
v<e
’re

Exception...
e

Diminutive
aVve

AS-9©

>rLe

ASav

><bne

a1/ 1"

A

LoU”

A-dU”

b
JdA'da
V<
PrIe

B

L ocative/Simulative
&\
AS-QliL
>N
A e v
><pniiv

o v
A4NL
Loy
AdUNv
S blv
<JA'"da v
V<
e[l

<|pliv

Possessive
ooVt
oChqL
ofLL

o ALat
©5-bt
oalt

o A\4t
oLoUt
oN<dut
ocobt

o CA"dat
V<t
oMt

o<t

Note: The ° ischanged to B> when the animate plural ending is added (see also section

3.4.3 above).
a Ve
’re
AL"qO
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aVvpt
rrIpL
AS-QpL
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6.2 Adding endings to nouns which end in A

When the noun endsin A, oftenthe A isdropped

<I>A
<IAoA
Ada>A

Be careful of the following where d becomes b (or does not)

<ladA
A"dA
><dA
>d"CdA

6.3 Adding endings to nouns which end in J, &, 4, 3, <

When a suffix for diminutive, locative, or possessive is added to these words, the syllabic

Diminutive L ocative/
Simulative
<> <>
<IN? <Aool
Ada > Ada >l

<a-b* Ja-bMv
Alpe Al-pliv
>e.be >e.plib
>d"Cb* >d"C-bi

changesfromevto®, A to¥, Jtol and < to ™.

AJ
Ao
-ANJ
b"bJ
> A
rsdCLnd
L'V
ALA
<9
N4A
ApS
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Diminutive L ocative/
Simulative
AP AL
AL AL
ANPe AAPIL
b'bfe by
DSVl D>
P dCLNe PhdcLaPne
L' RO
RINL AL
Jrqe ~Jq e
A4S A4pI
Arpe Appiv
32

Possessive

aoN>A
aNAA
o Ada >t

ocadA
b
_6'/'.'bL

od"C"dA

Possessive

o APt
A

o AAPL
ob"bfL
">t
o MdCLPt
o't
oAt
o-<4-qJit
o A4PL
ocNppt
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There are some words which end in J or 3 that do not changeto I or .

Diminutive L ocative/Simulative Possessive
<iJ <ide < Jme oCt
LoD LoD« Lo-dliL oLodt
AD Ade A oA
<qred' <redhye <qrhdrom oCrhd'dt

6.4 Adding endings to verbs which end in >, "B, >, D, J, &, A, <

46> 4bb>-AY
L>rp> LD>P AL
<> <I>-Av
Pfo > Po >-Ab
LD LD-AL
APd ArPd-AY
AJ AJ-AL
Mo MY AL
rrA rrA-Ab
<< <<< AL

6.5 Adding endings to verbs which end in = or t

The small * or ' will change to a big 1 or o . This is difficult to
hear in the coastal dialects but easier in the inland ones.

<<t -<J<"Cv
Q'L Qv
AT Se N
Cde CdS ov
>Cr e >CrS ov
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Part Seven: Boundaries

7.1. Adding a personal prefix

The personal prefixesare o, If, and B> and are added to possessed nouns. Note that
only o= and I are added to Independent verbs. They are written joined to the word.

Nouns Verbs

o SAL o 9e
rSPAL rreqe
>SS AL bt
oS o4 >
POPAT S Mr9a 6
rOPAT-0 Freaa-<e°
>SSAT-o by

If the word beginswith A thenadd oN, N or P>N.

A>9° A>bd
oN--9L ocN-bAle
rNs-9L rNSbAe
>nl\.qL"

If theword beginswith V thenadd U, MU, or B>U.

VIi-pe VNroJS*

Ul be ocUNNoJSe
rUM-b> runfoJ«
B>UM-be VNloJS*

If the word beginswith < then add o=C, FC or PC.

il 4>
oSt o CA®
rC-<uL rCA*
B>C-<JSL <>

If the word beginswith 4 thenadd oC, PC, or BC.
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<d<Abe d<ne° /| d<n4d

o C<"Ab® oC<nie / oC<Nre
PC<"Abe ré<nis / péLnee
>C<"Abe d<nde /  d<nd

If the word begins with B, then use o, d. For the her/his third person make the B>
long by adding adot B.

>C<ea >Nat
HC<Le SNo*
dc<e dN-o°
>C<le

If anoun beginswith B thenadd o), M, or PD.

B

aIN-<e°
rIN-<e
>IN -<°

If averb beginswith > then changeto 6 or d.
pDlife
_bur'\o.

d'ur\o.

Note that it is a very common mistake for children to use J instead of d in words:

Write... Not...
d"C-A J'C-A
d"dt Jdt
dore Jore
d"dre JUdrs
dc<e Ji<e
d'pe Jipe
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Nounsthat are already possessed do not add these prefixes, since these prefixes are
aready part of the word. These are mostly names of relatives and body partsand are
called dependent nouns (marked nad or nid in the lexicon).

od" o b¢
rds Mbe
g >obe

A few words are aso dependent nouns that are not the names of relatives or body parts.

Nt rés [-Ac <dadA
oUt L oCh o AC oadA
rUL fu rC f-AC Mo dA

BUL -Ab B> A-AC B>a dA"

7.2 Using a preverb

A preverb is ashort word, which is used before a verb to indicate tense (future, past),
mood (want, can, should) and afew other grammatical ideas. These are written
separately from the verb, although the personal prefixes o= and * are joined to the first
preverb in the first and second persons of the Independent.

Independent third person  Independent first person Conjunct verb ending

rb «<° ob <= 1 o<¢
r <o oft <o b o<
A <o oA <= g o<
r<i <0 o< <= V o<¢

If there is more than one, they are all separated from each other.

rb ‘A o<° 1 o<¢

f A <0 b f <<
p<t <o V I o<
rb <o V ‘A o<c
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If one or more preverb occurs after a persona prefix o= or I, the o= or * isjoined to the
first preverb. Any other preverbsthat follow are separated.

oA < ob A <o

ob o<°

rA o< b A o<°

b A o<°

o<l o< o<l A o<
Pt o< Pt p o<

ol +<= ol A <o

Some other preverbs that are separated are:

with Independent verbs with Conjunct verbs

b, Mb, bC 1 future

r b, M, b P past

r r able

A A, < want

o<", r<" v should
10 in order to

alA, C<L Vb not

alA D'r, L D'P Vb > not + past

Ay ALy, VoI like, in acertain way

<an vN begin

rS rS finish

vr VI, A4r to here

> >'r, V' from there

D 0-'3, o) go and

aoD do), oo go and
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7.3

Making compound words

Two or three words can be joined together to make one new word, but there are almost
always spelling changes when this happens. It is very complicated to giverules, so the
best thing isto go by your pronunciation.

Sometimes there is no change to the spelling of the words
< + b° <dbe
Lr + aVve Lra Ve

Often the syllabic final is made big when the second word begins with a consonant
symbol (usetheA N M o I ¢ J symbol in thiscase)

>C<Lle + Tba® >C<oToba ®
>C<Le + Tbo >C<o 1 b5
soCL + dhdhv 5 Crdhdhv
o Tn + A o TPAl
A>e + A€ A>o A€
Note: o*°® + Al o PAI or  oSPAT

When the second word begins with avowel symbol (V A A > > < <) thisvowel
disappears but the small symbol at the end of the first word becomes big.

Acrbe + qsNs AcrbasNh
P1Ae + <4d"< rJ-Aad"<
o +  dA'dac FoerA"da
Acrbe + <A AcsbaA

Sometimes the beginning of the second word is dropped.

obd + Lra"Ab® oblifa"Ab®
>de + >N"P >'do-N"(
PlLe + >rLe PlLo-PL®

Thew-circle ° ischanged to B>
AS-9° + N A9
a Ve + rpe & VBNt
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Thew-circle ° ischanged to B> and the beginning of the second word is dropped if itis

avowd (V A A > B> < <.
ASPT0 + QP
al° + Q"AA

ASPIDA
@ T>"AA

Sometimes the second part of the new word cannot stand alone but still makes a

compound word.
>rLe + bld >PLD>bIMd
>rie + bl >rLSDbI
A=dU° + <G> AdU-<>
Thelittle® becomes big d or -b.
be - A bd Al
r~Nd + AJ MNdAJ
o "Ad + Jue Mo "A-bs e

Many wordsadd a B> between the words (and may drop the beginning of the second

word)
< o"Abo + Ard < o"Abo S B AR
<b"Abo  + Ao <5o"Abo P B A S
MCre + <t A CrebDr LA

A number of words have shorter forms for making compound words:

long form short combining form

ave » <Jve rC + aVve r-cve

ANdV° » -9 r + AM9° 90

a1 » s < + o1° <1~

b » <9 aVe + b9 aViyd

<> » <> bbb + <> CALPa>v

AY | As  » Ar | Ac AY / Ao + TPt ARIPL / AoTa®

Sometimes ajoiningy or w is used

aVe + bd
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Part Eight: Punctuation

8.1 Pr<WAbo“ Period

The end of a sentence is marked with x used as a period.
oToCMap'Ua® & V MCbs" B> Lo "Abe
8.2 A~dCl-<dbe, al<dCl-<be Comma

The commais used to mark when you take a breath.

Ve, P% UAY b4 LSbat ToC<NPD>ly

8.3  Question mark

The English question mark is not used when the sentence begins with a gquestion word
suchas €=, 4-Ve, 1-be, CA™<, CoUN

<-Ve Ud ',
1be b o"are,
Ce PLSPP
CA 1 CdU "y
CoUn v'Ce P,

The question marker < is added to make ayes-no question and is written separately.

o<° o<° <.x
rrA rd <.
d<nie d<nie <.

Revised April 2004 40 Southern Spelling Manual



8.4

The question marker <i iswritten after the word to which you would like the answer
‘yes or ‘no’.

>CSM 4 [ Cdo ey P CdSe 4 DCJm
P << 4 DI DSAT G P -<G<T0

Quotation marks

These are not used in writing Cree syllabics. Instead, verbslike AU°, Aa o, ACb.S
are used to indicate that someone else is speaking, or that someone's words are being
reported.

A<V b PA> AU° A

Writing names

Writing the names of children is very difficult these days when parents often give their
sons and daughters English names which have non-Cree sounds and unusual spellings.
The teacher and the parent may often have different ways of pronouncing, and therefore
spelling, the child's name. The child may in fact change the way she or he wishesto spell
the name in Syllabics after several years of schooling in Cree.

It is up to the teacher and the parent to agree on what to do, on the understanding that
there can be two right ways to spell names, and that the child can choose for herself or
himself, usually around grade 3.

Check the East Cree language website at http://ayimuwin.eastcr ee.or g for suggestions
on how to spell names.
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