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ABSTRACT 
 

This is the final report of the Twenty-seventh Session of the Asia-Pacific 
Fishery Commission (APFIC), held in Manila, Philippines from 19-21 September 
2001.  Major topics discussed were: reports of the ad hoc working groups of 
experts; report of the executive committee and the future direction of APFIC. 
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ASIA-PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION 
 

 
 The Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) established under an agreement formulated at 
Baguio, Philippines, on 26 February 1948, came into force on 9 November 1948.  The FAO Conference at 
its Fourth Session (1948) approved the establishment of this body under the title “Indo-Pacific Fisheries 
Council (IPFC)” under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution. 
 
 At its Seventeenth Session (1976), IPFC changed its title to “Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission” 
and amended the Agreement in order to change the functions of the body.  The IPFC Agreement was 
further amended by the Commission at its Twenty-fourth Session in 1993 to be known as “ASIA-
PACIFIC FISHERY COMMISSION” (APFIC).  The amendments were approved by the FAO Council at 
its 107th Session in November 1994. 
 
 The area of competence of APFIC covers Asia-Pacific.  The functions of the Commission are to 
promote full and proper utilization of living aquatic resources by the development and management of 
fishing and culture operations and by development of related processing and marketing activities in 
conformity with the objectives of its members. 
 
 Current members of APFIC include Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, France, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, United Kingdom, United States of America and Vietnam. 
 
 For more information on APFIC, please contact: 
 
  The APFIC Secretariat 
  FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
  39 Phra Athit Road, Bangkok 10200 
  Thailand 
  Fax: (662) 6974-445 
  E-mail: FAO-RAP@fao.org 
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OPENING OF THE SESSION 
 
1. The Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) held its Twenty-seventh Session 
from 19 to 21 September 2001 at the Dusit Hotel Nikko, Manila, Republic of the Philippines.  
The Session was attended by the representatives of 18 Members of the Commission and by 
observers from the Asian Fisheries Society (AFS), International Center for Living Aquatic 
Resources Management (ICLARM), Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific 
(NACA), GEF/UNDP/IMO Regional Programme on Partnerships in Environmental 
Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) and the Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center (SEAFDEC).  A list of the delegates and observers is attached as 
Appendix A. 
 
2. At the official opening of the Session, the Commission was welcomed by the 
Chairman of APFIC, Atty. Malcolm I. Sarmiento, Jr., Director of the Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources, Department of Agriculture of the Philippines.  He recalled the unanimous 
view of the APFIC Members at the last Session that the Commission’s various initiatives and 
programmes had favourably shaped their governments’ fishery development approaches, 
resource conservation strategies and long-term policy formulation and management planning.  
He stated that while APFIC remained relevant as a dynamic factor in regional fisheries 
governance, its future activities required increased support from the Members in order to 
respond effectively to their needs.  He encouraged the Members to take an active part in 
discussing and making decisions on the future of the Commission. 
 
3. On behalf of FAO, the FAO Representative in the Philippines, Dr. Sang-Mu Lee, 
delivered an opening speech which stressed the importance of fisheries in the economies of 
countries in the Asia and the Pacific region.  He noted that, as the potential for increasing total 
fishery production much above present levels was rather limited, better management was 
required to ensure long-term sustainable development of fishery resources and aquaculture.  
He referred to the major programmes in fisheries of FAO as well as assistance provided to 
the member countries in strengthening national capacity in both the public and private sectors.  
He stated that FAO would continue to provide assistance through the development of 
technology, strategies and policy as well as advisory and technical services to its member 
countries.  However, he said that FAO’s support is only catalytic in nature and should be 
complemented by the support, interest and enthusiasm of the member countries themselves.  
He recognized that APFIC has an important role to play in enhancing the activities which 
would lead to sustainable fisheries management and aquaculture development in the region.  
He therefore requested the participants to consider the recommendations of the APFIC 
Executive Committee, especially the need for increased support to the Commission, if its 
objectives and activities are to be realized in the future.  
 
4. The representative of the FAO Fisheries Department, Mr. Z.S. Karnicki, Director of 
the Fishery Policy and Planning Division, was then invited to give a statement to the 
Commission.  He recognized the achievements of APFIC in the past 52 years and the need 
for active support and advice from its Members on the appropriate programmes of work for 
the future.  He noted that, at the Ad hoc High-level Consultation on the Future of APFIC held 
in Rome in March 2001, there was a mixed reaction from the Members as to its future.  In 
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particular, some Members felt that the current status of APFIC was no longer valid as there 
was no clearly defined financial support.  He emphasized that APFIC belonged to its 
Members, not to FAO, and that the Members should discuss its future thoroughly at this 
Session so that a decision could be made. 
 
5. Inaugurating the Session, the Honorable Mr. Leonardo Q. Montemayor, Secretary 
of the Department of Agriculture, noted the birth of APFIC in Baguio City, Philippines in 
1948.  He cited the valuable assistance provided by APFIC to its Members in the rational 
development and sustainable utilization of fishery resources in the Asia-Pacific region.  
Through the years, the Commission has expanded and revised its role, responsibilities and 
activities to meet the evolving challenges of the fisheries sector in the region.  He recognized 
that the Members have benefited and continue to benefit from the Commission’s projects and 
initiatives.  For its future direction, however, he noted the current predicament of the 
Commission was due to the lack of commitment to financial support by the Members.  He 
therefore asked the Members to determine the future of the Commission after deciding its 
relevance in facing emerging issues and concerns.  The Philippine delegation would do its 
share in discussing these serious matters. 
 
6. The Secretary of Agriculture further informed the Commission of the recent Tuna 
Fisheries Congress held in the southern Philippines which was attended by both national and 
foreign tuna experts including the representatives from Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.  
The Congress had for its theme:  “Fish Without Borders – Moving Towards Regionalization”.  
The concept of an eco-region was discussed together with the emerging trend towards 
rational management, exploitation and sustainable utilization of large but contiguous marine 
resources.  He stressed the need for the Members in the Asia-Pacific region to demonstrate in 
concrete terms, the political will, managerial expertise, financial creativity and collaborative 
capacity, to formulate a course of action to achieve and ensure a sustainable future for these 
shared fishery resources in the region. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
7. The Commission adopted the Agenda as shown in Appendix B.  The documents 
placed before the Commission is listed in Appendix C. 
 
REPORTS OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUPS OF EXPERTS 
 
8. At the Twenty-sixth Session in 1998, the Commission abolished its four standing 
working parties in line with Resolution 13/97 of the FAO Conference and established three ad 
hoc Working Groups of Experts to discuss issues on food safety of fishery and aquaculture 
products, on capture fishery data collection and on rural aquaculture.  The meetings of these 
ad hoc Working Groups of Experts were convened by the Secretariat in 1999. 
 
9. The Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Food Safety reviewed food safety issues 
concerning food-borne parasites and other pathogenic diseases caused by consumption of 
fish.  Serious infestation by trematodes and illness caused by microorganisms such as Vibrio 
bacteria were identified.  A research proposal on fish-borne trematode infection was 
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formulated for possible support by EU.  However, due to the lack of expertise in this area, 
APFIC would cooperate with FAO and WHO in the future. 
 
10. The Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Capture Fishery Data Collection reviewed 
and supported the new Guidelines for the Routine Collection of Capture Fishery Data, 
prepared by FAO in cooperation with APFIC.  The ad hoc Working Group suggested that 
such guidelines should be employed by the Members in a particular fishery and reported as 
case studies to APFIC.  In addition, the ad hoc Working Group recommended that APFIC 
should actively promote awareness at the highest national levels of the necessity to 
continuously review data needs and to provide adequate means for collecting reliable data 
which are essential for fisheries management. 
 
11. The Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Rural Aquaculture discussed the current 
issues and agreed that rural aquaculture could contribute to the improvement of livelihoods of 
the rural poor and to food security in rural areas.  It was recognized that there was a need for 
specific targeting of poor households coupled with participatory adaptive research and 
extension methods, to provide a sound basis for rural small-scale aquaculture development.  
The ad hoc Working Group recommended that efforts should be made to increase the 
awareness of policy-makers and planners of the potential for small-scale aquaculture in 
poverty alleviation, especially through integrated aquaculture systems. 
 
12. The Technical Secretary of the APFIC Aquaculture and Inland Fisheries Committee 
(AIFIC) presented the follow up actions to the recommendations of the ad hoc Working 
Group.  He informed of the NACA/DFID/FAO partnership – the STREAM (Support to 
Regional Aquatic Resource Management) initiative – with the objective of increasing 
awareness of strategies for aquaculture and aquatic resources management for poverty 
alleviation.  STREAM’s additional goal is for better coordination of information exchange and 
communication networks for aquatic resources management within the region. 
 
13. The reports of these ad hoc Working Groups were submitted and endorsed by the 
Executive Committee at its Sixty-eighth Session.  The Executive Committee further directed 
that these reports be submitted to the Commission for consideration concerning the proposed 
Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Integrated Aquaculture Systems and the improvement 
of fishery data collection. 
 
14. The Commission recognized that there are significant difficulties regarding data and 
information collection for inland fisheries.  In addition, the Commission also suggested that 
more effort needs to be focused on the management of inland fisheries. 
 
15. The Commission was informed that inland fisheries information collection and  
management requires more participatory approaches to these issues.  Current initiatives 
supported by FAO in addressing these issues include the STREAM initiative, FAO/MRC 
meeting on data collection in inland fisheries and the FAO/MRC Large Rivers Symposium. 
 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 



 
   

 - 4 - 

16. The Commission reviewed the report of the Sixty-eighth Session of the Executive 
Committee which was convened in Bangkok, Thailand, from 5 to 7 July 2000.  The 
Commission noted activities carried out by the Secretariat during the inter-sessional period, 
including the outcome of the Ad hoc Legal and Financial Working Group established at the 
last Session.  However, as many recommendations made by the Executive Committee had to 
be considered in conjunction with the future direction of APFIC, the Commission agreed to 
defer its decisions to Agenda item 5. 
 
17. The representative of Korea informed the Commission that his delegation concurred 
with the Executive Committee that there is no longer a need for any APFIC programme for 
the Yellow Sea, as countries bordering the Yellow Sea had already concluded bilateral 
agreements on fisheries.  In relation to this, he informed the Commission on the General 
Restructuring Programme for the Korean Coastal and Off-shore Fisheries being implemented 
by Korea. 
 
18. Pending issues concerning its future direction, the Commission endorsed the report of 
the Executive Committee and decided to discuss the substantive recommendations separately. 
 
FUTURE DIRECTION OF APFIC 
 
19. The Commission discussed the above agenda item on the basis of documents 
APFIC/CM/01/3-6.  It concurred with the view of the Executive Committee that there was a 
need to strengthen regional cooperation in the implementation of global fisheries instruments 
and initiatives, including the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries as agreed upon by the 
FAO Ministerial Meeting on Fisheries (Rome, March 1999).   It also concurred that there was 
a need for regular consultation and coordination amongst the key organizations in the region to 
avoid the duplication of effort and to contribute to the rational use of the limited funds 
available to the fisheries sector. 

 
20. The Commission agreed that APFIC had contributed during its 52 years of existence 
to the conservation and rational utilization of fishery resources in the Asia-Pacific region.  
However, its future remains uncertain due to a number of factors, including financial 
implications and issues relating to Resolution 13/97 adopted by the FAO Conference at its 
Twenty-ninth Session (Rome, November 1997). 

 
21. The Secretariat advised the Commission that FAO would continue to provide 
necessary support to the APFIC Secretariat in carrying out its functions, but there would be 
no prospect for increasing this level of support in the foreseeable future.  It was stressed that 
APFIC belongs to its Members and that FAO serves only as a facilitator and coordinator.  It 
was further emphasized that, being an Article XIV body, APFIC has a considerable degree of 
independence from FAO, including the ability of the Commission to have an autonomous 
budget and an independent Secretariat, as well as the establishment of trust funds for its 
programmes of work.  The Secretariat cautioned, however, that in its current form, the 
limitations on the Commission’s activities might raise the issue of the adequacy of its status as 
a body set up under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution.   
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22. The Secretariat elaborated on the international character of Article XIV Agreements 
and referred to in Part R of the FAO Basic Texts, which states that agreements entered into 
under the aegis of Article XIV are intended to be full international agreements.  This entailed 
financial or other obligations from the Members, going beyond those already assumed under 
the Regular Programme of FAO.  Should this not be the case, there would be “no grounds 
for such an agreement, at least not in the legal form prescribed under Article XIV of the 
FAO Constitution”.  In this context, it would be assumed that the Members of APFIC 
should take up specific obligations, going beyond mere participation in the work of the body 
thus established.  As to the financial obligations to enable the effective implementation of the 
Commission’s mandate, contributions by Members are required in cash or in kind.  
Contributions in kind could include expenses such as hosting or participating in a session of 
the Commission and/or conducting research or development activities as recommended by the 
Commission.  
 
23. It was further explained that Resolution 13/97 invited inter alia the regional bodies 
created under Article XIV “to seek where appropriate, increasingly to provide such 
bodies with their own financial resources, whether through co-operative programmes 
or voluntary contributions, or through the establishment of autonomous budgets 
financed from mandatory contributions”.  As FAO would not be able to provide 
increased financial support for the Commission, there was a need for increased contributions 
by its Members either under the form of mandatory annual contributions or otherwise.  In this 
respect, it would not be appropriate to maintain the status quo of the Commission. 
 
24. In the light of the above, the Commission proceeded to consider four possible 
options for the future direction of APFIC, presented in document APFIC/CM/01/6, based on 
the report of the ad hoc Legal and Financial Working Group, viz., (i) maintaining the status 
quo; (ii) implementing collaborative research and/or development initiatives; (iii) assuming the 
role of a regional consultative body as the Commission’s main activity; and (iv) assuming the 
role of a regional fisheries management organization. 

 
Option 1.  Maintaining the status quo 

 
25. It was noted that this option might have legal implications for the Commission which 
was established under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution as stated earlier.  Furthermore, 
the Commission would be limited in its ability to provide assistance to its Members in 
enhancing fisheries sustainability, through the implementation of the Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries.  Out of the 18 Members represented at this Session, 13 Members 
expressed preference for this option, but with the proviso that there would be no mandatory 
financial contributions from the Members. 
 
26. Some Members questioned whether under this option, APFIC continue to exist as 
an Article XIV body.  It was clarified that, in the light of Resolution 13/97 of the FAO 
Conference in 1997 and Part R of the Basic Text of FAO and because APFIC belongs to its 
Members, the Member States of APFIC are required to seriously consider the possibility of 
providing contributions to the Commission, either in cash or in kind, whether in the form of 
mandatory annual contribution or contributions to Trust Fund for specific activities. 
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 Option 2.  Implementing collaborative research and/or development initiatives 

 
27. The Commission noted that many of the high priority programmes of activities it 
endorsed at its 1998 session could be implemented through collaborative efforts.  These 
included the collection, collation and dissemination of fishery information and statistical data; a 
fisheries management framework in the Bay of Bengal, and assessment of fish stocks and 
trends in production.  It also noted that this option would enhance APFIC’s ability to help 
strengthen national capacity building and transfer of technology in sustainable fisheries 
management and development. This option, however, would require financial and human 
resource contribution from participating Members and was supported by six Member States. 

 
Option 3.  APFIC assuming the role of a regional consultative forum 

 
28. In such a role, APFIC could act as a forum to discuss emerging issues relating to 
fisheries, trade and sustainable management facing the member countries.  It was also noted 
that this option could enhance dialogue and international cooperation and coordination 
amongst regional fishery bodies and prospective donors, so that the opportunities and 
challenges in fisheries sustainability in the region could be given due visibility.  Eleven 
Members were in favour of this option as a future role of the Commission. 
 
 Option 4.  APFIC as a regional fisheries management organization (RFMO) 
 
29. The Commission considered the option for APFIC to become a truly regional 
fisheries management organization and concluded that it would create a number of difficulties 
as extensive amendments to the present agreement would be required. These would include 
the area of competence, specific unit stocks to be managed and funding mechanism for the 
organization’s activities.  In such a case, mandatory contributions would be required from the 
participating Member States as in the cases of a number of regional fishery bodies recently 
established or soon-to-be established within or outside the FAO umbrella.  Six Members 
were explicitly not in favour of this option; one Member, however, considered this as a 
possible long-term transformation of the Commission. 
 
30. The summary of the Members’ positions on the above options with regards to the 
future direction of APFIC is given in Appendix D. 
 
31. One Member mentioned that APFIC has already implemented the first three options 
to some degree.  Some Members suggested that these options could be developed further 
with support from external funding, together with in-kind support from host countries and 
urged the Commission to pursue this matter further.  
 
 
 
 
32. The Commission agreed that notwithstanding its financial uncertainty: 
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1. APFIC should continue to function; 
2. APFIC should have more focussed and well defined programmes of action that 

are responsive to the needs of its Members; 
3. APFIC could implement cooperative research and development initiatives; 
4. APFIC could assume the role of a consultative forum; and 
5. There is a need for continued support for capacity building and transfer of 

technology in sustainable fisheries management and development for both marine 
and inland fisheries. 

 
33. Some Members expressed difficulties in providing mandatory contribution.  
However, the majority of the Members attending this session had no mandate to discuss the 
financial question related to the future of APFIC, the Commission requested that the Director-
General of FAO invite the Members of APFIC to reaffirm their continued interest in and 
commitment to the Commission. 

 
34. The Commission agreed that the provisions as stipulated in the APFIC Agreement 
remained valid, therefore, no amendments to the Agreement were required at this stage. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
(a) APEC Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting 
 
35. The Commission was informed by the Representative of Korea on the preparation 
for the APEC Ocean-related Ministerial Meeting, to be convened in Seoul, Korea, from 22 
to 26 April 2002.  The Meeting would consider issues related to oceans, with the theme: 
Towards Sustainability of Marine and Coastal Resources in the Asia-Pacific region.  It was 
also intended that a Declaration be adopted to contribute to the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development at Johannesburg in September 2002. 
 
(b) ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference 
 
36. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC informed the Commission on the preparation 
for the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference on Food Security into the New Millennium: Fish for 
People.  The Conference will be organized by ASEAN and SEAFDEC, in cooperation with 
FAO, in Bangkok, Thailand, from 19 to 24 November 2001.  It is expected that the 
resolutions and five-year plan of action emanating from the Conference would provide 
frameworks for further action in Southeast Asia. 
 
(c) Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Convention 
 
37. The Representative of Japan drew the attention of the delegations to the matter of the 
Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the 
Western and Central Pacific Ocean, pointing out that the area covered by the Convention 
would include waters of the several Members, and expressed its view that the Convention has 
problems and difficulties.  Japan will continue discussion to improve the Convention with the 
coastal states concerned. 
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38. The Representative of Korea expressed Korea’s similar position with Japan on this 
matter. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
39. Thailand and India were unanimously elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Commission respectively. 
 
40. Indonesia and Malaysia were unanimously elected to serve as members of the 
Executive Committee, in addition to the outgoing Chairman  (Philippines). 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION 
 
41. The Commission accepted with great pleasure the offer of the Kingdom of Thailand 
to host the Twenty-eighth Session of APFIC in 2003.  The exact date and place of the 
Session will be decided by the Director-General of FAO, in consultation with the Chairman 
and the authorities of the host country. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
42. The report of the Session was adopted on 21 September 2001. 



 
   

9 -      - 

APPENDIX A 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
Australia 
 
GATEHOUSE, CLARE (MS) 
Second Secretary 
Australian Embassy 
104 Paseo de Roxas , Legaspi Village 
Makati City, Phillippines 
Tel. No.: +632 754-6104 
Fax No.: +632 812-6341 
E-mail : clare.gatehouse@dfat.gov.au 
 
Bangladesh 
 
ISLAM, NAZRUL 
Director of Marine Fisheries 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock 
Matshya Bhavan 
1 Park Avenue 
Dhaka 1000 
Fax No.:  +880-2 956 8393 
 
Cambodia 
 
TRY, ING 
Deputy Director 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and  
  Fisheries  
# 186, Preah Norodom Blvd. 
P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Tel. No.: +855-23 219 256 
Fax No.: +855-23 215 470  
E-mail: tmmp.cam@bigpond.com.kh ;  
  catfish@camnet.com.kh 
 
China 
 
QING, LIU (MS) 
Deputy Director 

Aquaculture Division 
Bureau of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture 
 
 
No. 11, Nongzhanguan Nanli 
Beijing 100026 
Tel. No.: +86 010-64192952  
Fax No.:  +86 010-64192961  
E-mail : aqucfish@agri.gov.cn  
 
France 
 
PETITGUILLAUME, LAURENCE (MS) 
Chargée de mission 
Oceans et environnement polaire 
Ministère de l’aménagement du territoire 
  et de l’environment 
20 avenue de Ségur 
75302 Paris 07 SP 
Tel. No.: 01 42 19 17 23 
Fax No.: 01 42 19 17 72  
E-mail : 
laurence.petitguillaume@environment.gouv.fr 
 
GORIN, EMMANUEL 
Scientific Attaché 
French Embassy 
Pacific Star Building, 16th Floor 
Makati Avenue 
Makati City, Philippines 
Tel. No.: +632 8161981 
E-mail : culture@france.com.ph 
 
India 
 
CHOWDHURY, NITA (MS) 
Joint Secretary (Fisheries) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Department of Animal Husbandry and  
  Dairying 
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi 110 001 
Tel. No.: +9111 3383228 
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Fax. No.: +9111 3383228 
 
 
 
 
Indonesia 
 
SITANGGANG, MIAN SAHALA 
Head, Division of Multilateral Cooperation 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
Jl. M.T. Haryono 52 & 53  
Jakarta 12770 
Tel. No: +6221 79180303 
Fax No:  +6221 79180464 
Email: miansahala@yahoo.com 
 
YUSUF, GELLWYNN 
Advisory Staff 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
Jl. M.T. Haryono 52 & 53  
Jakarta 12770 
Tel. No: +6221 7995564 
Fax No:  +6221 7995564 
E-mail: gellwyn_yusuf@vision.net.id 
 
RODHY, TAUFIC  
Counsellor (Economic) 
Indonesian Embassy  
Makati City, Philippines 
 
Japan 
 
YAMASHITA, MASAYUKI 
Director 
International Affairs Division 
Fisheries Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
  and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel. No.: +813  35911086 

Fax No.: +813 3502-0571  
 
OMORI, RYO 
Technical Officer 
International Affairs Division 
Fisheries Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

  and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel. No.: +813  35911086 

Fax No.: +813 3502-0571  
 
 
 
Korea, Republic of 
 
HO-JIN SHIM 
Director 
Fishery Resources Management Division 
Fishery Resources Bureau 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
139 Chungjeong No. 3 
Seodaemun-Gu 
Seoul 120-715 
Tel. No.: +822 3148 6930 
Fax No.: +822 3148 6935 
E-mail: sim0302@momaf.go.kr 
 
CHIGUK AHN 
Assistant Director 
International Cooperation Bureau 
Ministry of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
139 Chungjeong No. 3 
Seodaemun-Gu 
Seoul 120-715 
Tel. No.: +822 3148 6692 
Fax. No.: +822 3148 6996 
E-mail: chiguka@netian.com 
 
Malaysia 
 
JUNAIDI  B. CHE AYUB 

Deputy Director-General  
Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
Ministry of Agriculture 
8th & 9th Floor, Wisma Tani  
Jalan Sultan Salahuddin 
Kuala Lumpur 50628 
Tel. No.: +03 26987171 
Fax No.: +03 26942984 
 
Myanmar 
 
LWIN, NYI NYI 
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Deputy Director-General 
Directorate of Livestock and Fisheries 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 
No. 460 Konthe Road 
Yangon 
Tel. No.: +951 295350 
Fax No.: +951 298003 
 
 
 
 
Nepal 
 
PRADHAN, G.B.N. 
Fisheries Development Officer 
Directorate of Fisheries Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Central Fisheries Building, Balaju 
Kathmandu 
Tel. No.: +9771 350662 / 350833 
E-mail: gaganpradhan@hotmail.com 
  Dord@mail.com.np 
 
New Zealand 
 
TURLEY, MOIRA (MS) 
Deputy Head of Mission 
New Zealand Embassy 
Manila, Philippines 
 
Pakistan  
 
SHAH, ASAD EZDI 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Pakistan 
132 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village 
Makati Metro Manila, Philippines 
 
Philippines 
 
SARMIENTO, MALCOLM, JR. 
Director 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
860 Quezon Avenue, Arcadia Bldg. 
Quezon City, Metro Manila 
Tel. No.:  +632 373-7452; 372-5043 
Fax No.:  +632 372-5048; 372-5056 
E-mail: bfar_do@pacificnet.com.ph 

 
GARRIDO, JOSE S. 
Regional Director, Region VIII 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Avenida Veterans, Tacloban City 
Leyte 
Tel. No: +6353 321-4801 
Fax No.: +6353 321-1732 
E-mail: dabfar8@tac.weblink.com 
 
 
 
 
 
GANADEN, REUBEN A. 
Assistant Director 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Tel. No. +632 372-5058 
Fax No.: +632 373-7447 
E-mail: bfar_ado@pacific.com.ph 
 
DE SAGUN, ROMEO B. 
Assistant Director 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Tel. No. +632 373-7448 
Fax No.: +632 372-5053 / 372-5048 
 
LOPEZ, NELSON A. 
Chief, Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture 
  Division 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Tel. No. +632 414-9981 
Fax No.: +632 373-0792 
E-mail: aquaroc@edsamail.com.ph 
 
DICKSON, JONATHAN O. 
Chief, Fishing Technology Division 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Tel. No. +632 372-5051 
Fax No.: +632 373-5056 
E-mail: bfarnfd@info.com.ph 
 
ALBALADEJO, MARISSA D. (MS) 
Supervising Aquaculturist 
Fisheries Policy and Economics Division 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Tel. No. +632 372-5056 /415-3067 
Fax No.: +632 372-5056 
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E-mail: bfar@edsamail.com.ph 
 
Sri Lanka 
 
H.E. PITIDUWA GAMAGE 
KARUNASIRI 
Ambassador 
Embassy of the Democratic Socialist  
  Republic of Sri Lanka 
2260 Avocado Avenue 
Dasmarinas Village 
Makati City, Philippines 
Tel. No.: +632 887 5222/23 
 
 
 
 
KANDEEPAN, BALASUBRAMANIAM  
Second Secretary 
Embassy of the Democratic Socialist  
  Republic of Sri Lanka 
2260 Avocado Avenue 
Dasmariñas Village  
Makati City, Philippines 
 
Thailand 
 
DUANGSAWASDI, MAITREE 
Deputy Director- General 
Department of Fisheries 
Bangkok 10900 
Tel. No.:  +662 5620524 
Fax  No.:  +662 5620554 
E-mail: maitreed@fisheries.go.th 
 
JANTRAROTAI, WIMOL 
Director of Fisheries Foreign Affairs  
  Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Bangkok 10900 
Tel. No.: +662 5798215 
Fax No.: +662 5020529 
E-mail:  comadj@fisheries.go.th 
 
United Kingdom 
 
United States of America 
 

Vietnam 
 
HA, XUAN THONG  
Director  
Institute for Fisheries Economics and 
  Planning  
Ministry of Fisheries 
10 Nguyen Cong Hoan, Ba Dinh 
Hanoi 
Tel. No. +84-4 7716055 
Fax No.: +84-4 7716054 
E-mail: ifepnetnam@org.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OBSERVERS FROM 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
 
NETWORK OF AQUACULTURE 
CENTRES IN ASIA-PACIFIC (NACA) 
 
BUENO, PEDRO 
NACA Coordinator 
P.O. Box 1040, Kasetsart Post Office 
Bangkok 10903 
Thailand 
Tel. No.: +662 561 1728 
Fax No.: +662 561 1730 
E-mail: pedro.bueno@naca.org 
 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER (SEAFDEC) 
 
TAVARUTMANEEGUL, PANU 
Secretary-General 
SEAFDEC Secretariat 
P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 
Bangkok 10903 
Thailand 
Tel. No.: +662 940 6326-29 
Fax No.: +662 29406336 
E-mail: sg@seafdec.org 
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OBSERVER FROM A NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 
 
ASIAN FISHERIES SOCIETY (AFS) 
 
FLORES, EFREN ED. 
Vice-President 
AFS 
P.O. Box 2725 
Quezon City Central Post Office 
1167 Quezon City 
Philippines 
Tel No.: +632 9211914 
Fax No.: +632 9202757 
E-mail: afs@compass.com.ph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TECH, ELSIE (MS) 
Executive Officer, AFS 
P.O. Box 2725 
Quezon City Central Post Office 
1167 Quezon City 
Philippines 
 
INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR 
LIVING AQUATIC RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT (ICLARM) 
 
SILVESTRE, GERONIMO 
Research Scientist 
ICLARM 
P.O. Box 500 GPO 
10670 Penang 
Malaysia 
Tel. No.: +60-4 6261606 
Fax No.: +60-4 6265530 
E-mail: g.silvestre@cgiar.org 
 
 

OBSERVER FROM AN 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME 
 
GEF/UNDP/IMO REGIONAL PROGRAMME 
ON PARTNERSHIPS IN  ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEGMENT FOR THE SEAS OF EAST 
ASIA (PEMSEA) 
 
THIA-ENG, CHUA 
Regional Programme Director 
PEMSEA 
P.O. Box 2502 
Quezon City 1165, Metro Manila 
Philippines 
Tel. No.: +632 920 2211 
Fax No.: +632 926 9712 
Email: info@pemsea.org 
 

THE SECRETARIAT 
 
FAO 
 
FISHERIES DEPARTMENT 

(Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 
Rome, Italy) 
Fax: +39 06 570 56500; 570 55 188 
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KARNICKI, ZBIGNIEW S. 
Director 
Fishery Policy and Planning Division 
E-mail: Zbigniew.Karnick@fao.org 
 
SATIA, BENEDICT 
Chief, International Institutions and  
  Liaison Service 
Fishery Policy and Planning Division 
E-mail: Benedict.Satia@fao.org 
 
LEGAL OFFICE 
(Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 
Rome, Italy) 
Fax: +39 06 570 54408 
 
VAN HOUTTE, ANNICK (MS) 
Legal Officer 
E-mail: Annick.Vanhoutte@fao.org 
 

 
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND 
THE PACIFIC 
(Maliwan Mansion, Phra Athit Road, 
Bangkok 10200, Thailand) 
Fax: +66 2 6974 445 
 
HONGSKUL, VERAVAT 
Senior Fishery Officer and Secretary of  
  APFIC 
E-mail: Veravat.Hongskul@fao.org 
 
FUNGE-SMITH, SIMON 
Aquaculture Officer and Technical 
  Secretary of the Aquaculture 
  and Inland Fisheries Committee (AIFIC) 
E-mail: Simon.Fungesmith@fao.org 
 

MENASVETA, DEB 
Consultant 
 

SEILERT, HEIKO 
Consultant 
 

David, Pornsuda (Ms) 
Technical Assistant 
 

Aotarayakul, Kesara (Ms) 
Secretary 
 
HOST GOVERNMENT 
 
Department of Agriculture 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic  
  Resources (BFAR)  
860 Arcadia Bldg., Quezon Avenue, 
Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel. No: (+632) 372-5056 / 372-5057  
Fax No. (+632) 372-5056 
 
Liaison Officer: Noel C. Barut 
 
Members: 
 
Ms. Evelyn L. Vargas 
Ms. Victoria M. Calambacal 
Ms. Rosalind Santos 
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Ms. Elymi Ar-j N. Subang 
Mr. Joseph Christopher Rayos 
Mr. Angelito Tabora 
Mr. Dennis Togonon 
Mr. Novito Zabala 
Mr. Arnel Valenzuela 
Mr. Ricardo Esguerra 
Mr. Rodrigo Septimo 
Mr. Max Jastillana 
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APPENDIX B 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Opening of the Session 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. Reports of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts 

4. Report of the Executive Committee 

5. Future Direction of APFIC 

6. Other Matters 

7. Election of Officers 

8. Date and Place of the Twenty-eighth Session 

9. Adoption of the Report 



 
   

 - 16 - 

APPENDIX C 
 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

A. Working documents: 

APFIC/CM/01/1, Rev.1 Provisional Annotated Agenda and Timetable 

APFIC/CM/01/2 Reports of the Ad hoc Working Groups of Experts 
    established by APFIC 

APFIC/CM/01/3  Report of the Sixty-eighth Session of the APFIC 
    Executive Committee 

APFIC/CM/01/4  Report of the Ad hoc Legal and Financial Working Group 

APFIC/CM/01/5  APFIC: Its Changing Role 

APFIC/CM/01/6  Future direction of APFIC 

B. Information Documents: 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 1  Provisional List of Documents 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 2  Provisional List of Participants and Observers 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 3  Report of the Twenty-sixth Session of APFIC, Beijing, China, 
    24-30 September 1998 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 4  Report of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Food 
    Safety, Bangkok, Thailand, 15-17 March 1999 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf.5  Report of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in 
    Capture Fishery Data Collection, Bangkok, Thailand, 

7-9 September 1999 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 6  Report of the Ad hoc Working Group of Experts in Rural 
    Aquaculture, Bangkok, Thailand, 20-22 October 1999 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 7  APFIC: Structure, Functions and Directory of Its Subsidiary 
    Bodies  

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 8  APFIC: Its Evolution, Achievements and Future Direction 

APFIC/CM/01/Inf. 9 Summary Record of the Ad hoc High Level Consultation on the 
Future of APFIC 
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APPENDIX D 
 
 

OPTIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF APFIC 
 

 
 
 

Member 
States 

Option 1 
Status Quo 

Option 2 
Collaborative 

Projects 

Option 3 
Regional 

Consultative 
Forum 

Option 4 
Regional 
Fisheries 

Management 
Organization 

 
 

Remarks 

Australia Y Y  N Should trim down 
activities 

Bangladesh Y  Y  Support RCF for the 
Bay of Bengal 

Cambodia Y     
China Y   N  
France  Y Y   
India   Y N  
Indonesia   Y   
Japan Y   N  
Korea, Rep. of Y Y Y N  
Malaysia Y  Y   
Myanmar Y  Y   
Nepal Y Y Y   
New Zealand Y   N  
Pakistan      Absent 
Philippines  Y Y Y Option 4 only as 

long-term goal 
Sri Lanka Y  Y   
Thailand Y Y Y   
Vietnam Y     
UK      Absent 
USA      Absent 
 
Note: Y = Yes;  N = No 
 


