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INTRODUCTION TO ABORIGINAL RIGHTS POSITION PAPER 

T H E O B J E C T I V E S O F T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R I S T O O U T L I N E 

O U R P E O P L E S ' B A S I C P O S I T I O N W I T H R E S P E C T T O T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S 

Q U E S T I O N I N B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A . 

T H E U N I O N O F B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A I N D I A N C H I E F S C A M E I N T O E X I S T E N C E A F T E R 

T H E C H I E F S C A M E T O G E T H E R I N 1 9 6 9 T O E S T A B L I S H T H E C H I E F ' S O R G A N I Z A -

T I O N . T H E C H I E F S O F B.C. C A M E T O G E T H E R P R I M A R I L Y T O O P P O S E T H E 

F E D E R A L G O V E R N M E N T ' S W H I T E P A P E R P O L I C Y . I T W A S C L E A R T H O U G H , T H E 

O P P O S I T I O N W A S T O E V O L V E I N T O A C L E A R P O S I T I O N ON A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S 

F O R INDIAN P E O P L E I N B.C. T H E U N I O N O F B.C. INDIAN C H I E F S S I N C E T H E N 

H A S B E E N W O R K I N G T O W A R D A C H I E V I N G T H E O B J E C T I V E S E T D O W N B Y O U R 

P E O P L E ' S INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T ( B A N D C O U N C I L ) R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S . 

T H E W O R K D O N E B Y T H E UBCIC H A S I N V O L V E D E X T E N S I V E R E S E A R C H A N D C O N -

S U L T A T I O N W I T H INDIAN P E O P L E T H R O U G H O U T T H E P R O V I N C E O F BRITISH 

COLUMBIA. WE H A V E , T H R O U G H O U R W O R K , D E V E L O P E D A G R E A T E R , I N - D E P T H 

U N D E R S T A N D I N G O F O U R P E O P L E S ' P O S I T I O N W I T H R E S P E C T T O A B O R I G I N A L 

R I G H T S . WE F O U N D , T H R O U G H T H I S W O R K , T H A T O U R P E O P L E H A V E N O 

D E S I R E , U N D E R A N Y C I R C U M S T A N C E S T O S E E O U R A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S E X T I N -

G U I S H E D . T H E Y , I N F A C T , A R E A D A M A N T T H A T O U R A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S B E 

R E C O G N I Z E D , E X P A N D E D , E N H A N C E D A N D D E V E L O P E D T O I T S ' F U L L E S T P O T E N -

T I A L , O N O U R T E R M S A N D W I T H I N T H E F R A M E W O R K O F S E C T I O N 9 1 ( 2 4 ) O F T H E 

BRITISH N O R T H AMERICA A C T . No S U M O F M O N E Y W O U L D B E S U F F I C I E N T T O 

E X T I N G U I S H O U R A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S . T H E W A Y I N W H I C H O U R P E O P L E 

E N V I S I O N O U R A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S B E I N G D E V E L O P E D A N D E N H A N C E D I S 

T H R O U G H : A ) T H E E X P A N S I O N O F O U R INDIAN R E S E R V E L A N D B A S E ; 

B ) T H E EXPANSION OF OUR INDIAN RESOURCE B A S E W H I C H I S T O 

I N C L U D E F I N A N C E S B A S E D O N OUR N E E D S FOR ECONOMIC, 

E D U C A T I O N , S O C I A L A N D O T H E R R E Q U I R E M E N T S A S I D E N T I F I E D 

B Y O U R PEOPLE; 

C ) T H E E X P A N S I O N O F T H E J U R I S D I C T I O N A N D A U T H O R I T Y O F O U R 

INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T S ( B A N D C O U N C I L S ) ; 

D ) T H R O U G H R E C O G N I T I O N T H A T WE A R E T H E O R I G I N A L P E O P L E 

O F T H I S L A N D ; 

E ) T H R O U G H R E C O G N I T I O N T H A T WE H A V E T H E R I G H T T O C H O O S E 

OR D E T E R M I N E O U R OWN T Y P E O F A U T H O R I T Y WE W I S H T O 

E X E R C I S E B Y O U R INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T ; 

T H E F I N A L R E S U L T O F A L L W O R K H A S B E E N O U R P E O P L E D E F I N I N G A C L E A R A B O R -

I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N F O R T H E U N I O N O F BRITISH COLUMBIA INDIAN C H I E F S . 
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Def ini t ion 

of 

Aborig inal Rights 

A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S M E A N S T H A T WE C O L L E C T I V E L Y , 

A S INDIAN P E O P L E H A V E T H E R I G H T W I T H I N T H E 

F R A M E W O R K O F T H E CANADIAN C O N S T I T U T I O N T O 

G O V E R N T H R O U G H O U R OWN U N I Q U E F O R M S O F INDIAN 

G O V E R N M E N T ( B A N D C O U N C I L S ) A N E X P A N D E D V E R S I O N 

O F O U R INDIAN R E S E R V E L A N D S T H A T H A S A N A D E Q U A T E 

A M O U N T O F A S S O C I A T E D R E S O U R C E S A N D I S L A R G E 

E N O U G H T O P R O V I D E F O R A L L T H E E S S E N T I A L N E E D S 

O F A L L O U R P E O P L E , W H O H A V E B E E N D E F I N E D A S O U R 

C I T I Z E N S O R M E M B E R S T H R O U G H O U R INDIAN G O V E R N -

M E N T S . 
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THE UNI O N OF B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A I N D I A N C H I E F S HAS P R E P A R E D T H I S DOCUMENT 

AS T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R FOR INDIAN P E O P L E OF BRITISH 

COLUMBIA. 

T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R HAS B E E N FORMED E N T I R E L Y ON T H E 

NEED FOR T H E D E V E L O P M E N T A N D ENHANCEMENT OF OUR R I C H INDIAN C U L T U R A L 

H E R I T A G E , ON-GOING INDIAN S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N I S T H E U N D E R L I N I N G THEME 

OF T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R , 

T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R HAS B E E N B A S E D UPON T H E FUNDAMENTAL 

B E L I E F THAT OUR A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S A R E I N H E R E N T R I G H T S THAT CAN I N NO 

WAY, B E E X T I N G U I S H E D OR T E R M I N A T E D , IN E F F E C T , T H I S M E A N S OUR A B O R I G I N A L 

R I G H T S CANNOT B E BOUGHT OR S O L D FOR A F I X E D SUM OF MONEY R E G A R D L E S S OF 

T H E AMOUNT THAT MAY B E O F F E R E D B Y GOVERNMENTS. T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S 

P O S I T I O N P A P E R HAS B E E N T O T A L L Y B A S E D UPON T H E O N - G O I N G R E C O G N I T I O N AND 

D E V E L O P M E N T OF OUR A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S . 

THE A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R E S S E N T I A L L Y P R O V I D E S A FRAMEWORK 

IN WHICH INDIAN P E O P L E CAN C O N T I N U E TO E X I S T A S INDIAN P E O P L E IN CANADA, 

T H E INDIAN E N T I T Y THAT WOULD E V O L V E FROM R E C O G N I T I O N A N D I M P L E M E N T A T I O N 

OF T H E A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R WOULD B E U N I Q U E I N THAT WE WOULD 

P O S S E S S A L L T H E I N G R E D I E N T S N E C E S S A R Y TO D E V E L O P OUR INDIAN I D E N T I T Y 

THROUGH S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N , T H E E F F E C T I V E I M P L E M E N T A T I O N OF T H E A B O R -

I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R WOULD MEAN R E S O L V I N G A L L T H E CURRENT P O L I T I C A L , 

E C O N O M I C , E D U C A T I O N A L , S O C I A L , C U L T U R A L , AND S P I R I T U A L P R O B L E M S THAT 

P L A G U E OUR P E O P L E TODAY, AS W E L L , I T WOULD MEAN THAT OTHER P E O P L E S OF 

CANADA, FOR T H E F I R S T T I M E , WOULD B E P R O V I D E D T H E O P P O R T U N I T Y TO E N J O Y 

THE F U L L B E N E F I T S O F OUR R I C H , INDIAN C U L T U R A L H E R I T A G E . 

THE A B O R I G I N A L R I G H T S P O S I T I O N P A P E R , ONCE D I S C U S S E D , D E B A T E D , R E V I S E D 

AND ENDORSED B Y T H E C H I E F S O F BRITISH COLUMBIA, WOULD B E T H E P O S I T I O N 

N E G O T I A T E D WITH T H E F E D E R A L AND P R O V I N C I A L GOVERNMENT, T H E P O S I T I O N , 

ONCE N E G O T I A T E D , A G R E E D T O , AND E F F E C T I V E L Y I M P L E M E N T E D WOULD, I N 

E S S E N C E , C O N S T I T U T E A J U S T AND E Q U I T A B L E R E S O L U T I O N TO T H E A B O R I G I N A L 

R I G H T S AND L A N D Q U E S T I O N I N BRITISH COLUMBIA. WE WOULD FURTHER A D D , 
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THAT THIS ABORIGINAL RIGHTS POSITION PAPER IS NOT TO BE REGARDED AS A 

FINAL DEFINITIVE STATEMENT FOR AS TIME GOES BY, OTHER AREAS OF CONCERN 

MAY BECOME APPARENT TO OUR PEOPLE THAT WILL NEED TO BE INCLUDED. 

THE UNION OF B R I T I S H COLUMBIA INDIAN CHIEFS 

IN L E G I S L A T I V E ASSEMBLY, 

TAKING ALL THE FOREGOING INTO CONSIDERATION, 

DOES HEREBY PROCLAIM, 

AS OUR ABORIGINAL RIGHTS P O S I T I O N , THAT: 

ARTICLE I 

WE ARE THE ORIGINAL PEOPLE OF T H I S LAND AND 

HAVE THE ABSOLUTE RIGHTS TO SELF-DETERMINATION 

THROUGH OUR OWN UNIQUE FORMS OF INDIAN GOVERN-

MENTS (BAND COUNCILS). 

ARTICLE I I 

OUR ABORIGINAL RIGHTS TO SELF-DETERMINATION, 

THROUGH OUR OWN UNIQUE FORMS OF INDIAN GOV-

ERNMENTS ARE TO BE CONFIRMED, STRENGTHENED 

AND EXPANDED OR INCREASED, THROUGH SECTION 

9 1 ( 2 4 ) OF THE B R I T I S H NORTH AMERICA ACT, 
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ARTICLE I I I 

OUR INDIAN RESERVE LANDS ARE TO BE EXPANDED 

TO A S I Z E THAT IS LARGE ENOUGH TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE ESSENTIAL NEEDS OF A L L OUR PEOPLE. 

ARTICLE IV 

ADEQUATE AMOUNTS OF LAND, WATER, FORESTRY, 

M I N E R A L S , O I L S , GAS, W I L D L I F E , F I S H AND 

F I N A N C I A L RESOURCES ARE TO BE MADE A V A I L -

ABLE TO OUR INDIAN GOVERNMENTS ON A CONT-

INUING B A S I S AND IN S U F F I C I E N T QUANTITIES 

TO ENSURE DOMESTIC, SOCIO-ECONOMIC S E L F -

DETERMINATION FOR P E A C E , ORDER AND GOOD 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIAN PEOPLE. 

ARTICLE V 

OUR INDIAN GOVERNMENTS OR LEGISLATURES ARE 

TO HAVE EXCLUSIVE J U R I S D I C T I O N TO MAKE LAWS 

IN RELATION TO MATTERS COMING WITHIN CLASSES 

OF S U B J E C T S , HEREAFTER REFERRED TO, WITHOUT 

L I M I T I N G THE SCOPE OF THE P O S S I B L E SUBJECTS 

TO BE UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N AND AUTHORITY 

OF OUR INDIAN GOVERNMENTS (BAND COUNCILS) 

INCLUDE: 
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SECTION 1 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CONSTITUTION AND THE AMENDMENT, 

FROM TIME TO T I M E , OF THE CONSTITUTION OF OUR INDIAN 

GOVERNMENTS. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- The N a t i o n a l I n d i a n Brotherhood has been i n v i t e d 

to p a r t i c i p a t e i n C o n s t i t u t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n s i n 

Ottawa. 

- U.B.C.I.C. INDIAN GOVERNMENT PORTFOLIO i s p r e p a r i n g 

an A b o r i g i n a l R i g h t s Resource B o o k l e t , p a r t of which 

an o u t l i n e of how to prepare a c o n s t i t u t i o n w i l l be 

i n c l u d e d . 
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SECTION 2 

THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF REGULATIONS 

PERTAINING TO WHO SHALL BE A C I T I Z E N OR MEMBER OF OUR 

BANDS UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- U.B.C.I.C. has developed a p o s i t i o n on I n d i a n 

c i t i z e n s h i p (membership) and p r e s e n t e d i t t o the 

Fe d e r a l Government. 

- U.B.C.I.C. INDIAN GOVERNMENT PORTFOLIO has sent out 

to the Bands an o u t l i n e of p o i n t s to c o n s i d e r i n 

de v e l o p i n g an I n d i a n C i t i z e n s h i p P o s i t i o n . 

- N e s k a i n l i t h I n d i a n Band have developed a p o l i c y on 

C i t i z e n s h i p . 



SECTION 3 

THE MANAGEMENT OF A L L INDIAN RESERVE LANDS, INCLUDING 

A L L OTHER INDIAN LANDS OR INDIAN RESOURCE AREAS THAT 

WILL, FROM T I M E TO T I M E , BE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE 

J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- S t . Mary's I n d i a n Band c l a i m s 2,500 acres o f l a n d 

i n compensation f o r the eroded l a n d r e s u l t i n g from 

d i k e c o n s t r u c t i o n by the r a i l w a y . 

- Musqueam I n d i a n Band i s t a k i n g on the F e d e r a l 

Government i n a c o u r t case r e g a r d i n g Shaughnessy G o l f 

Course. 

- Deep Creek and Soda Creek I n d i a n Bands were s u c c e s s f u l 

i n g e t t i n g back a s m a l l p o r t i o n o f an o l d road t h a t 

the Department of Highways took over under the Order 

i n C o u n c i l 1036. 

- The Songhees I n d i a n Band has a By-Law to p r o v i d e f o r 

the p r o v i s i o n of mobile home parks or mobile home 

s u b d i v i s i o n s on I n d i a n l a n d . 

- S t . Mary's I n d i a n Band has a By-Law f o r the t r e s p a s s -

i n g of r a i l w a y o p e r a t i o n s on t h e i r r e s e r v e . 
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S E C T I O N 4 

A L L WATERWAYS AND BODIES OF WATER ASSOCIATED OR DEFINED AS BEING 

ASSOCIATED WITH OUR INDIAN RESERVE LANDS, INCLUDING ANY FORM OF 

WATER RIGHTS THAT, FROM TIME TO T I M E , WILL BE ESTABLISHED UNDER 

THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

W A Y S INDIAN P E O P L E A R E P R A C T I C I N G INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T : 

- A number of Bands are b e g i n n i n g to r e s e a r c h a l l water-

ways and bodies of water a s s o c i a t e d or d e f i n e d as bein g 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h our I n d i a n r e s e r v e l a n d s . 

Spotted Lake - a well-known Indian sacred s p i r i t u a l lake located in the 
Okanagan a r e a . 
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S E C T I O N 5 

A L L A I R SPACE OVER AND ABOVE A L L INDIAN RESERVE LANDS, 

BODIES OF WATER AND INDIAN RESOURCE AREAS ESTABLISHED 

UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

W A Y S INDIAN P E O P L E A R E P R A C T I C I N G INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T : 

- A number of Bands are b e g i n n i n g to do r e s e a r c h 

on a l l a i r space over and above a l l I n d i a n 

r e s e r v e l a n d s . 
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S E C T I O N 6 

A L L FORESTS THAT ARE LOCATED ON INDIAN RESERVE LANDS INCLUDING A L L 

OTHER INDIAN FOREST RESOURCE RESERVES THAT W I L L , FROM TIME TO T I M E , 

BE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

W A Y S INDIAN P E O P L E A R E P R A C T I C I N G INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T : 

- Mount C u r r i e I n d i a n Band has g i v e n n o t i c e to Canadian F o r e s t 

Products t o stop l o g g i n g on t h e i r r e s e r v e . 

- A number of Bands are d e v e l o p i n g f o r e s t r y r e s o u r c e management p l a n s 

to ensure the f o r e s t r y r e s o u r c e i s not d e p l e t e d because of poor 

management p r a c t i s e s . 

Our people attempting to c o n t r o l t h e i r f o r e s t resources on Indian Land. 
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SECTION 7 

A L L MINERAL RESOURCES LOCATED UNDER, AND WITHIN 

BOUNDARIES OF A L L THOSE LAND, WATER AND RESOURCE AREAS 

ESTABLISHED UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- A number of Bands are b e g i n n i n g to r e s e a r c h a l l 

m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s l o c a t e d under and w i t h i n boundar-

i e s of I n d i a n r e s e r v e l a n d s . 
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SECTION 8 

ALL O I L AND GAS RESOURCES LOCATED WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES 

OF OUR INDIAN RESERVE LANDS, AND WITHIN ANY ADDITIONAL 

LANDS THAT FROM TIME TO TIME MAY BE ESTABLISHED UNDER 

THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- A number of Bands are b e g i n n i n g to r e s e a r c h a l l 

o i l and gas re s o u r c e s l o c a t e d w i t h i n the boundaries 

of t h e i r I n d i a n r e s e r v e l a n d s . 
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SECTION 9 

THE CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT OF A L L MIGRATORY BIRDS THAT 

PASS THROUGH INDIAN RESERVE LANDS, INCLUDING THOSE 

INDIAN MIGRATORY BIRD SANCTUARY RESERVES THAT WILL, FROM 

TIME TO T I M E , BE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- A number of Bands are b e g i n n i n g to r e s e a r c h the 

c o n s e r v a t i o n management of a l l m i g r a t o r y b i r d s 

t h a t pass through I n d i a n r e s e r v e l a n d s . 
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S E C T I O N 10 

A L L THE WILDLIFE RESOURCES CONTAINED WITHIN INDIAN RESERVE LANDS 

AND A L L OTHER INDIAN W I L D L I F E RESOURCE AREAS THAT WILL BE NEGOTIATED 

AND AGREED TO BY FEDERAL, PROVINCIAL AND INDIAN GOVERNMENTS AS BEING 

UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

W A Y S INDIAN P E O P L E A R E P R A C T I C I N G INDIAN G O V E R N M E N T : 

- F r a n c i s Haines Case - Judge a f f i r m s I n d i a n r i g h t to hunt. 

- B l u e b e r r y , Doig, Halfway, F o r t N e l s o n , East Moberly and West 

Moberly I n d i a n Bands have done e x t e n s i v e maps showing t h e i r 

h u n t i n g , t r a p p i n g , f i s h i n g t e r r i t o r i e s , c a m p - s i t e s , b e r r y -

p i c k i n g areas and g a t h e r i n g p l a c e s . 

St. Mary's, Columbia Lake, Lower Kootenay and Tobacco P l a i n s 

I n d i a n Bands are a l s o mapping t h e i r h u n t i n g and t r a p p i n g areas. 

These maps w i l l be used, i n p a r t , to defend t r a d i t i o n a l 

t e r r i t o r i e s a g a i n s t n e g a t i v e non-Indian development. 

- A number of Bands are d e v e l o p i n g i n t e g r a t e d resource manage-

ment p l a n s to ensure w i l d l i f e are not d e p l e t e d or d r i v e n away 

because of poor management p r a c t i c e s . 
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SECTION 11 

A L L F I S H RESOURCES CONTAINED WITHIN THE WATERWAYS AND 

BODIES OF WATER THAT ARE ESTABLISHED AS BEING ASSOCIATED 

WITH OUR INDIAN RESERVE LANDS. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE P R A C T I C I N G INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- The Squamish I n d i a n Band has e s t a b l i s h e d a F i s h i n g 

By-Law t o p r o v i d e f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n , p r o t e c t i o n 

and management of f i s h (on t h e i r r e s e r v e ) . 

- The N i c o l a I n d i a n Band F i s h By-Law. 

- The L i l l o o e t I n d i a n F i s h By-Law f o r t h e i r d i s t r i c t . 

- B r a d l e y Bob Case, Debolt D e c i s i o n - Judge Debolt 

a f f i r m s t h a t I n d i a n people have a l e g a l r i g h t to 

f i s h under the c o n d i t i o n t h a t sound c o n s e r v a t i o n 

management r e g u l a t i o n s are e s t a b l i s h e d by the 

In d i a n p e o p l e . 

- The T a h l t a n T r i b a l C o u n c i l developed a By-Law which 

p r o v i d e s f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n , p r o t e c t i o n and manage-

ment of f i s h w i t h i n bodies of water t h a t have been 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h T a h l t a n I n d i a n Band. 
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SECTION 12 

THE GOOD CONSERVATION OF LAND, WATER AND RESOURCES 

ESTABLISHED UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- A number of bands are e s t a b l i s h i n g i n t e g r a t e d r e s o u r c e 

management p l a n s to ensure l a n d s , water, and othe r 

r e s o u r c e s are u t i l i z e d to t h e i r maximum p o t e n t i a l . 
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SECTION 13 

THE PRODUCTIVE MANAGEMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT WITHIN THE 

BOUNDARIES OF A L L LANDS, WATER AND RESOURCE AREAS THAT 

HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED UNDER THE J U R I S D I C T I O N OF INDIAN 

GOVERNMENT FOR THE B E N E F I T OF A L L INDIANS IN B R I T I S H 

COLUMBIA AND OTHER CANADIANS. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- Nishga I n d i a n s have developed t h e i r own F o r e s t r y 

Management P o l i c y . 

- The Mowachaht I n d i a n Band i s i n the proce s s of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a P o l l u t i o n By-Law which w i l l set the 

pe r m i s s a b l e l e v e l s f o r a l l forms o f p o l l u t i o n on 

the r e s e r v e , i n c l u d i n g a i r , water, and n o i s e 

p o l l u t i o n . 

- S t . Mary's I n d i a n Band c l a i m s 2,500 acres of l a n d 

i n compensation f o r the eroded l a n d ( r e s u l t of dike 

c o n s t r u c t i o n by r a i l w a y ) . 

- The L y t t o n I n d i a n Band has developed a By-Law to 

r e g u l a t e the use of R e c r e a t i o n a l and off-highway 

v e h i c l e s on t h e i r r e s e r v e lands. 
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SECTION 14 

THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE ECONOMY THROUGH 

THE DEVELOPMENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF 

REGULATIONS, ON SUCH MATTERS AS TRADE, COMMERCE, AND 

THE INCORPORATION OF COMPANIES WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- Cowichan I n d i a n Name R i g h t s . 

- L y t t o n I n d i a n Band o r g a n i z e s summer camp. 

- B e l l a - B e l l a - C e n t r a l N a t i v e Fisherman's Co-op. 

- Campbell R i v e r I n d i a n Boat Ma r i n a . 

- I n d i a n Mushroom Gatherers are o r g a n i z i n g . 

- Sumas I n d i a n Band has e v i c t e d a company which has 

been m a n u f a c t u r i n g c l a y b r i c k s on t h e i r l a n d . The 

Band has c o n t r o l of the c l a y i n d u s t r y . 

- The N e s k a i n l i t h I n d i a n Band has e s t a b l i s h e d a goal 

of s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y which has f a c i l i t a t e d a p l a n n i n g 

p r o c e s s which i n v o l v e s : (1) exa m i n a t i o n of e x i s t i n g 

r e s o u r c e s on r e s e r v e , t h e i r p o t e n t i a l i n terms of 

g e n e r a t i n g revenue to the band and employment 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i t s c i t i z e n s . 

(2) e x a m i n a t i o n of the 

economy of the s u r r o u n d i n g area o u t s i d e of the r e s e r v e 

f o r the purpose o f d e t e r m i n i n g p o t e n t i a l , a v a i l a b l e 

economic ven t u r e s t h a t can be engaged by the band. 
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SECTION 15 

THE GOOD AND PROPER EDUCATION OF A L L OUR PEOPLE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 

OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- I n d i a n Lawyers: S i x graduates i n B.C. 

- Band o p e r a t e d S c h o o l s : B e l l a Coola 

Masset 

Mt. C u r r i e 

N i t i n a h t 

Shulus 

- Bands w i t h t h e i r own Sch o o l Boards: Nishga 

Saanich 

K i s p i o x 

- P o r t A l b e r n i A l t e r n a t e School 

- The e s t a b l i s h m e n t of Youth O r g a n i z a t i o n s by many of the Bands. 

Mt. C u r r i e Indian graduat ion ceremonies of t h e i r a l l - I n d i a n c o n t r o l l e d s c h o o l . 
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SECTION 16 

THE MAINTENANCE OF SOCIAL ORDER WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT OBJECTIVES. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- The S t u a r t Trembleur I n d i a n Band has a By-Law to 

pro v i d e f o r the observance of peace and good order 

w i t h i n a l l the band l a n d . 

- The Lower Kootenay I n d i a n Band has a By-Law to 

e s t a b l i s h e v i c t i o n of u n d e s i r a b l e s from the band 

l a n d . 

- The e s t a b l i s h m e n t of Youth O r g a n i z a t i o n s by many of 

the Bands. 
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SECTION 17 

A L L MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE PROPER HEALTH AND WELFARE OF OUR 

P E O P L E , INCLUDING THOSE NOT RESIDENT ON INDIAN RESERVE LANDS. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- I n d i a n Para-medic Program. 

- A l e r t Bay I n d i a n Band charges d o c t o r w i t h n e g l i g e n c e . 

- Nishga I n d i a n Club s e l f - r a i s e d $1,600 to pay f o r 'low a i d 

g l a s s e s ' f o r band members. 

- S t a l o I n d i a n Housing S o c i e t y . 

- Mount C u r r i e I n d i a n Band members were s u c c e s s f u l i n g e t t i n g 

12 mobile homes w i t h o u t m i n i s t e r i a l guarantee. 

- I n d i a n Photographers and A r t i s t s have h e l d an i n f o r m a l g a t h e r i n g 

i n Kamloops, August 19 79 t o exchange i d e a s . 

An Indian Doctor c u r i n g a young boy. 



24 

SECTION 18 

THE SOLEMNIZATION AND DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITHIN 

THE CHARTERED INSTITUTIONS OF TRADITIONAL INDIAN 

RELIGIONS. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- A number of Bands are b e g i n n i n g to r e s e a r c h 

t r a d i t i o n a l marriage ceremonies on t h e i r I n d i a n 

r e s e r v e s . 
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SECTION 19 

A L L MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND ENHANCE-

MENT OF OUR CULTURE, INCLUDING S P I R I T U A L AND LANGUAGE 

DEVELOPMENT. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- K w a k i u t l got back 160 of t h e i r p o t l a t c h a r t i f a c t s , 

a l s o opened K w a t i u t l I n d i a n Museum. 

- A number of bands have developed c u l t u r a l programs 

which i n c l u d e h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h , c u r r i c u l u m 

development and language c o u r s e s . 
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SECTION 20 

THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF COMMUNICATING 

SYSTEMS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT 

OBJECTIVES. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- I n d i a n N e w s l e t t e r : N i c o l a V a l l e y Newspaper, UBCIC 

N e w s l e t t e r and numerous Band N e w s l e t t e r s . 

- Spallumcheen Band f o r c e d a motel c h a i n to remove an 

i l l e g a l a d v e r t i s i n g s i g n . 

- UBCIC F i s h i n g B u l l e t i n 

- I n d i a n Radio T r a i n i n g Program 
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SECTION 21 

THE COLLECTION OF A L L FORMS OF TAXES WITHIN THE 

FRAMEWORK OF OUR INDIAN RESERVE LANDS AND ON INDIAN 

PEOPLE WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF CANADA. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- The Cape Mudge I n d i a n Band has a By-Law to a l l o w 

t a x i n g on the r e s e r v e s . 
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SECTION 22 

THE IMPOSITION OF APPROPRIATE PENALTIES FOR THE 

VIOLATION OF ANY LAW OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT IN RELATION 

TO ANY MATTER COMING WITHIN ANY OF THE CLASSES OF 

SUBJECTS ENUMERATED IN THIS S E S S I O N . 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- UBCIC s u c c e s s f u l i n d e f e a t i n g the N a t i o n a l Energy 

Boards A p p l i c a t i o n t h a t they c o u l d not be sued by 

UBCIC. 
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SECTION 23 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF J U S T I C E , INCLUDING THE CONSTITU-

TIONS, MAINTENANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT 

COURTS. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- Number o f Bands are r e s e a r c h i n g t h i s area w i t h the 

view i n mind o f e s t a b l i s h i n g I n d i a n Courts and 

p o l i c i n g s e r v i c e . 
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SECTION 24 

GENERALLY, A L L MATTERS OF A MERELY LOCAL OR PRIVATE 

NATURE ON INDIAN RESERVE LANDS, INCLUDING OTHER LANDS 

AND RESOURCE AREAS THAT WILL, FROM TIME TO TIME BE 

ESTABLISHED. 

WAYS INDIAN PEOPLE ARE PRACTICING INDIAN GOVERNMENT: 

- The G i t l a k d a m i x I n d i a n Band has a By-Law to p r o v i d e 

f o r the c o n t r o l , l i c e n s i n g o f , and p r o t e c t i o n from 

domesticated a n i m a l s . 

- The Stoney I n d i a n Band has a By-Law to p r o v i d e f o r 

p r o t e c t i o n a g a i n s t and p r e v e n t i o n o f t r e s p a s s by 

c a t t l e and ot h e r domestic animals on Band Land. 
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